
Fr. Philip D. Reifenberg, Pastor

September 27, 2020

Dear Parishioners:  
 

The revised Mass schedule went into effect last weekend with only a minor glitch or two. Attendance seemed to be a bit
higher at the “regular” Masses while the 7:00 a.m. Mass at SJB drew 60 people and the 10:30 a.m.  Mass at STA had 16.
We’ll stay with the revised schedule through the month of October, evaluating along the way whether the new Masses are
scheduled at times that work or whether there is a different time that would better serve parishioners’ needs.

Judging from the “it’s nice to be back in Church” comments I heard after the various Masses last weekend, it appears that
the Archbishop’s decision to allow the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass to expire did result in the
return of some who had not been at Mass since the pandemic set in last Spring. Primarily for their sake, but also as a
reminder to all parishioners, I tried to emphasize the importance of face masks and social distancing at Mass in my
homilies last weekend. Unfortunately, I neglected to mention one area to which we all need to pay more attention:
following the ushers’ directions for leaving Church after Mass. When Mass has ended, please be especially conscious of
trying to stay six feet away from the people  in front of you; and be aware of the people behind you who are trying to follow
you – but at a safe distance – through the interior and exterior doors! It compromises the safety of all of us when people
are bunched up at the exits.  While we’re not a footrace, it is important that everyone keep moving and resist the
temptation to stop to chat with someone you haven’t seen for a while. I certainly don’t want us to be “cold” or uncivil toward
each other, but I do think we have to be extra vigilant in promoting one another’s safety.

Looking ahead to Advent – it’s only two months away! – we are already trying to plan for what we can and will do under
the cloud of the pandemic. I am presuming we will still be in Phase 2 of the Catholic Comeback with the requirement of
observing social distancing. This means that Communal Reconciliation Services will most likely not be possible. At our
Deanery meeting last week, the priests of Sheboygan and Fond du Lac agreed to offer a “12 Hours of Reconciliation”
opportunity like we did for Lent and Advent in 2019. We will have multiple Confessors available to hear private
Confessions at both St. Clement’s Church in Sheboygan and Holy Family Church in Fond du Lac from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. on Wednesday, December 9th. And I will continue to be available for Individual Confessions from 9:30 to 11:00 on
Saturday mornings at STA (first and third Saturdays) and SJB (second and fourth Saturdays).

 I’m still exploring the possibility of having two Masses for Thanksgiving: one on Wednesday evening at STA, the other
Thursday morning at SJB. (Normally, we would only have one Mass on Thursday morning at SJB. But it goes without 
 saying: these are not normal times.)
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th, is a Holyday of Obligation. Since it falls on a Tuesday, the
morning Mass will be at SJB; the Mass of Anticipation on Monday evening will be at STA. We will have a dedicated Mass
exclusively for the SJB grade school children at a time during the school day that is yet to be determined. In light of
reduced seating capacity, it may be advisable to have a second evening Mass. We’ll see how things shake out as the
season gets closer.
                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                


