
May 17, 2020
 
Dear Parishioners,
 
    In his letter announcing “The Catholic Comeback” and the re-opening of our
Churches for public Sunday Masses on Pentecost (the last weekend of May),
Archbishop Listecki counseled us to “focus our energy on preparing for a safe return.”
In one sense, the “return” of which he writes is a coming back to a place very
familiar to most of us: a building of brick-and-mortar, stained glass, statues,
other sights and sounds, and friends and acquaintances with whom we’ve shared
worship space in some cases for many years. It will be good to come home.

Fr. Philip D. Reifenberg, Pastor

    In another sense, however, the “return” will be to something that’s not so familiar: gathering to worship in
a way that respects safe social distancing. As a community, as a state, as a nation, as a world we are not
out of the woods yet with regard to COVID-19. Far from it. So, if we are going to try to return to life as
“normal” we must appreciate that circumstances demand we construct a “new normal” – one that will
minimize the risk of spreading the coronavirus, thereby extending and perhaps even intensifying the
pandemic. This means we must adopt behaviors that have proven effective in limiting the spread of the
virus, and one of the most effective of these behaviors is social distancing: keeping at least six feet between
un-related persons.  
     Keeping six feet apart from people around you applies not just once you are in the pew but when entering
and leaving the Church, as well. And when going to Communion.   
     When coming to Church, you should plan on using the main doors to Church (or the parking lot doors at
STA); all other doors will remain locked. To help us use available pew space most efficiently, we will have
the ushers seat most people. Please cooperate with them! During this time of limited seating space people
may not be able to sit in their accustomed places, and not everyone can sit on the aisle. 
      The ushers will also invite people by row to come up to receive the Eucharist. Again, if you are not
related to the person in front of you in this line, please observe social distancing between yourself and that
person as much as possible. 
     Because of social distancing, departure from Church at the end of Mass will undoubtedly take longer than
it once did. The ushers will dismiss people by pew. We need to avoid bunching up at the doors. So, once
you’ve moved through the doors, please keep moving and do not stop outside to chat with friends or
neighbors so that those behind you do not get jammed up.
      Under the Badger Bounce Back plan, social distancing will be the rule until we reach Phase Three, when
all restrictions will be lifted. So, while we may have some minor adjustments along the way, for the time
being these practices will be our “new normal.” Patience, courtesy, and consideration will go a long way.

.


