
Fr. Philip D. Reifenberg, Pastor

July 5, 2020
 

Dear Parishioners:
 

     A up-date of The Catholic Comeback Matrix [version 4 – July 1, 2020] was issued this week. The major
changes are: (1) that maximum participation at daily Mass, baptisms, weddings and funerals is now the same as
for Weekend Masses; and (2) we can have communal rosaries and Eucharistic Adoration with up to fifty people in
attendance. We remain in Phase One of The Catholic Comeback and are likely to stay there through the month of
July, barring radical developments in the course of the pandemic.
 

     Amy Nelson (SJB School Principal) and I just wrapped up another course with Frank Donaldson of the Institute
for School and Parish Development/Dayton University. This time it was done via Zoom, which made it a lot more
interesting than the simple webinar format. Lots of useful information and helpful hints on school development
during this time of CoVID-19. One of the things which I’d like to share is the prayer Frank used to open up one of
our sessions:
 

                    When this is over, may we never again take for granted 
                    a handshake with a stranger, conversations with neighbors, 
                    a crowded theater, Friday night out, the taste of Communion, 
                    a routine check-up, the school rush each morning, 
                    coffee with a friend, the stadium roaring, 
                    each deep breath, a boring Tuesday, life itself.
 
                    When this ends, may we find that we have become 
                    more like the people we wanted to be,
                    we were called to be, we hoped to be. 
                    And may we stay that way – better for each other because of the worst.  
 
                    Amen.
 

     And if I didn’t know better, I’d say St. Paul had us in mind when almost 2,000 years ago he penned what will be
our second reading next weekend. Take a peek at it in Breaking Bread (our songbook) the next time you’re in
Church. (Or look it up at home – Romans 8:18-23.)
 
                                                      Happy Independence Day!
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                

                              

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/attachments/CatholicComebackMatrix_v4.pdf

