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Dear Parishioners: 

Earlier this week the disheartening but realistic message was circulated that we may not be “out of the woods” 
with regard to COVID-19 until next Fall. First, an effective vaccine has to be discovered. Then the vaccine must 
be manufactured in quantities sufficient for the need. The vaccine’s distribution will have to be prioritized (first 
responders, health care workers, the elderly and most vulnerable, etc.) and administered to them. Then the rest 
of us can be inoculated. It was a very informative article, the bottom line of which is: be prepared to wear masks 
and practice social distancing for quite some time to come.

As frustrating as this may be, the current outbreak of surges reminds us of just how insidious this virus is. With 
an incubation period of up to ten days before an infected person starts to show symptoms, a “carrier” can quite 
innocently come into close contact with dozens – if not hundreds – of unsuspecting individuals and potentially 
pass the virus unwittingly on to them.

The current science informs us that in the absence of an effective vaccine, since any one of us could be that 
unknowing and unknown carrier of the virus, wearing facial masks and maintaining a safe distance of at least six 
feet from non-related people combine to form the most effective way of limiting its spread to others. 

Whether there is a government mandate to wear masks and practice social distancing or not, these behaviors 
are the responsible way to act. Not only that. Last Sunday’s Gospel reminded us that half of the greatest 
commandment pronounced by the Lord is to love our neighbor as ourselves. To love our neighbor means at least 
this much: that we act in ways that contribute to that neighbor’s well-being, not in a manner that threatens it.

In this light, It seems to me that to wear face masks and to practice social distancing is not only the responsible 

way to act; it is also the Christian way.

Since it appears that we could be in for many more months of having to rely upon our own personal behaviors to 
keep a lid on the pandemic, I suggest that the most positive attitude with which to approach these challenging 
times is to do so as a disciple of Jesus Christ, bearing witness to our faith by the way we live it out in real time.


