
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
YEAR A     OCTOBER 25, 2026 

 

VOLUNTARY      Song of Reflection Dan R. Edwards

   St. James Handbell Choir 

 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN      “O God, our help in ages past”       Hymnal 680 

 

TRADITIONAL COLLECT, PROPER 25  BCP 183 

Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 

may obtain that which thou dost promise, make us to love that which thou dost command; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

CONTEMPORARY COLLECT, PROPER 25  BCP 235 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON        Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to 

them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall not render an unjust 

judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge 

your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not 

profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of 

your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take 

vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the Lord. 

 

THE PSALM         1          music by Jerome Webster Meachen (1930-2015)  

  1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the / wicked, * 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

  nor sat in the seats of the / scornful! 

 2 Their delight is in the law of the / Lord, * 

  and they meditate on his law day and / night. 

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of  water, 

       bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not / wither; * 

  everything they do shall / prosper. 

 4 It is not so with the / wicked; * 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows a-/ way. 



 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 

judgment / comes, * 

  nor the sinner in the council of the / righteous. 

 6 For the Lord knows the way of the / righteous, * 

  but the way of the wicked is / doomed.  

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON      1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 

we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 

courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 

appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 

mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we 

never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 

mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 

Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 

deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 

but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

 

During the hymn, children three years old to fifth grade are invited to follow the banner-bearer 

to Children’s Church. They will return at the Peace. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN   “How lovely is thy dwelling place”       Hymnal 517 

 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 22:34-46 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 

of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is 

the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second 

is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets.”  

 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you 

think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.”  

 

He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, 

nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 



THE SERMON              The Rev. Clare Nesmith 

 

OFFERTORY                                   Look At The Word     John Rutter (b. 1945) 

Look at the world, everything all around us. Look at the world and marvel every day. 

Look at the world: so many joys and wonders, so many miracles along our way. 

Look at the earth bringing forth fruit and flower; look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain; 

Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, valley and flowing river, field and plain: 

Think of the spring, think of the warmth of summer bringing the harvest before the winter’s cold. 

Everything grows, everything has a season, ‘til it is gathered to the Father’s fold: 

Every good gift, all that we need and cherish comes from the Lord in token of his love; 

We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty; his is the earth and his the heavens above: 

Praise to thee, O Lord, for all creation, give us thankful hearts, that we may see: 

All the gifts we share, and every blessing, all things come of thee. 

                                   (John Rutter) 

                     

PRESENTATION  HYMN  St. James, v. 3, “With gratitude and humble trust”    worship booklet p. 9 

 

After the Invitation, all baptized persons may come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you 

are not baptized or do not wish to receive Communion, you may come forward and cross your 

arms over your chest to receive a blessing instead. For gluten-free wafers, ask at the rail.  

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION   

Hymn            “Jesu, Jesu”           Hymnal  602 

Hymn        “Where cross the crowded ways of life”      Hymnal  609 

Hymn          “The stars declare his glory”        Hymnal  431 

                                                                                         

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING           worship booklet p. 14 

 

CLOSING HYMN                     “Immortal, invisible, God only wise”       Hymnal 423 

DISMISSAL                                worship booklet p. 15 

VOLUNTARY                 Praise To The Lord, The Almighty     Martin Shaw (1875–1958)

   

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

▪ Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Dorris Tucker and family in 

loving memory of Harold Tucker.    

▪ The Vestry Person of the Day is Daniel White.  

▪ Today we hand out Thanks for Giving grocery bags with fliers. Let’s fill them up! 

▪ Today Trunk or Treat in the circle parking lot 2 – 4. 

▪ Oct 27 Tuesday Bible study resumes 12:30 in the Conference Room. 



▪ Oct 28 Wed Names for All Saints remembrance due by 9AM. Email communications@... 

+ Wednesday Evening Dinner and Programs for all ages   

5:30 PM dinner   Scan the QR code at right to let us know that 

you’re coming to dinner. 

6:30 PM Evening Prayer and Practice for Choristers & Cherubs 

7:00 PM Adult Formation  

7:30 PM Parish Choir practice 
 

▪ Oct 29 Thu Wonderful Days Halloween Parade 10:30. Come to church a little early to 

share treats and cheer costumes.   

+ ECW Harvest Walk with women of St. Joseph, 5:30 PM. Meet on Church St portico. 

▪ Nov 01 Sun All Saints service, with baptism at 10:30 + All Souls Vigil at St. James 

cemetery at 4:00PM 

▪ Nov 01 – 08 We host Family Promise.  Sign up with QR below to volunteer. 

▪ Nov 08 Sun Mission Trip General Information meeting Conference Room 12:30 PM 

▪ Nov 13 Fri Benefits for Mission Trip: Golf tournament AM and Gala Dinner PM.  

You’re invited!  See announcements in The Bells and fliers on the foyer table.   

▪ Nov 14 Sat Altar Guild Tea in the Parish Hall 10 AM 

▪ Nov 22 Sun ECW Bake Sale in the Parish Hall before and after the 10:30 service 

▪ Nov 29 Sun Wreath-making for all ages, before & after the 10:30 service. If you have a 

wreath-making form at home, bring it; we have a limited supply. 

 

Scan  

the QR 

codes…  

 …to pledge  

for 2027 

 
…to give online 

 
…to bring lunch for  

Youth one Sunday 

 
…to volunteer for 

Family Promise 
 

Notice of live-streaming broadcast: Our worship services are live-streamed and posted to social media. If you have 

concerns about being on camera, please ask one of the ushers to show you seating with limited exposure.  

 

St. James Episcopal Church 

161 Church St., Marietta GA 30060 

www.stjamesmarietta.com 

770-428-5841 

The Reverend Mariclair Partee Carlsen, Rector 

for pastoral emergency, phone or text: 

for an appointment, sign up online 

rector@stjamesmarietta.com 

678-369-1775 

https://calendly.com/rector-stjamesmarietta 

Mr. Foster Peterson, Seminarian  

Dr. Bryan Black, Director of Music 

 Miss Natalie Fowler, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Mr. Scott Smoot, Communications Coordinator 

seminarian@stjamesmarietta.com 

music@stjamesmarietta.com 

children@stjamesmarietta.com 

communications@stjamesmarietta.com 

Office Hours Monday – Thursday, 9am-1pm 

All music is reprinted by permission under www.onelicense.net (license number A-723405).Music from The 

Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc. The Book of Common Prayer is used with permission. Sources accessed 

through RitePlanning.com. Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 


