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– FOOD FOR THOUGHT -

As you know, the Feast of the Epiphany commemorates the magi or wise men 
visiting Jesus in Bethlehem and bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matthew 
2:1-12). Holy scripture does not tell us their names or how many there were. No one knows
for sure. Eastern Orthodoxy says there were twelve but our tradition says there were three,
probably because there were three gifts, and names them Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.

But what about the fourth wise man?
His name is Artaban and he comes to us through “The Story of the Other Wise 
Man,” a book written by Henry Van Dyke and published in 1895. It is a beautiful 
story grounded in the teachings of Jesus. I don’t know if this story really 
happened, but I believe it is true. 

The fourth Wiseman misses the group who set out for Bethlehem. He is on his 
own. He has three gifts for the Christ Child. As he travels, he encounters Jesus in
those in need. He sells or gives away each gift to bring salvation to the three 
people in need.

When he finds the Holy family, Jesus smiles at him affirming that he used his 
gifts wisely.  Do we see Jesus in those in need? How do we spend our gifts?

The Rev. Karen Ann Campbell

We are glad you’ve come and hope you leave feeling closer to God. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask the person sitting near you. 

The restroom is located through the large double doors. 
In order for us to get to know you, please fill out a white welcome card located in the pew. 

The order of service is in this program. The Hymns are in the red book. 
Note we have two new artworks in the back of the church. We invite you to enter 

their multi-layered stories by scanning the barcode in the brass plaques beside them.

Everyone must wear a mask.



MORNING PRAYER
Rite II

January 1st, 2022

Organ Prelude  

[All who are able, please stand]
OPENING HYMN: 117 Brightest and best of the stars

OFFICIANT: I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may
reach to the end of the earth. [Isaiah 49:6b]

[Silence may be kept.]

OFFICIANT and PEOPLE: 
[stand, kneel or sit]

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

OFFICIANT: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life. Amen.

COLLECT: O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of 
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may 
see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

[Please be seated]



OFFICIANT and PEOPLE: (read responsively)

VENITE: Psalm 95: 1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
  let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
  and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
  and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
  and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
  and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
  and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
  Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

 JUBILATE [Psalm 100]
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
  serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
  he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his 
pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 (The Psalm Appointed)
[Please read responsively breaking at the asterick]

1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.



5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

11 All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.



A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

READER:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.
PEOPLE:  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:  Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road.

READER:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.
PEOPLE:  Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN: 128, We three kings of Orient are

REFLECTION: Roz Dimon



OFFICIANT and PEOPLE:  The First Song of Isaiah   Isaiah 12:26

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

OFFICIANT and PEOPLE:  16 The Song of Zechariah [Luke 1: 68-79] 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
    holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 



To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

(all standing)
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
   creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

      and born of the Virgin Mary.
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

      was crucified, died, and was buried.
   He descended to the dead.

   On the third day he rose again.
   He ascended into heaven,

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
   the communion of saints,

   the forgiveness of sins,
   the resurrection of the body,

   and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Prayers
[The people stand or kneel]

Officiant    The Lord be with you.
People    And also with you.
Officiant    Let us pray.

OFFICIANT and PEOPLE:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

(Please be seated)   

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving help among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, oh God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

OFFFICIANT: 
A Collect for Guidance
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect For the Mission of the Church 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out 
your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.



THE OFFERTORY
(Please stand) 

OFFICIANT:  
Seeing how greatly God loves us, let us share freely the good gifts we have received.

[The plate is in the middle of the aisle – please attend to it as you are able.]

OFFERTORY HYMN:  616  Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
OFFICIANT and PEOPLE

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

A PRAYER of  ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.  Amen.



OFFICIANT: O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the 
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work 
is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. 
Amen.

OFFICIANT:  Let us bless the Lord.
PEOPLE:        Thanks be to God.

OFFICIANT:   Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.   

******
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Please fill out a white welcome card if you are new so we can get better acquainted 
and add you to our email list.

Welcome Table: New Forward Day by Day booklets are available. If you still haven't 
made a pledge, Pledge Cards are here as well.

If you are looking for more information about our church, please visit our website: 
https://christchurchshny.org

******

CONCLUDING HYMN: 522, Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

Organ Postlude

https://christepiscopalshny.org/
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