KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY CONTEST		
                                                          Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359

This Knights of Columbus Scholarship application is for students entering grades 4 and 5 (Elementary School) and grades 6 through 8 (Middle School) for the 2026-2027 school year at Guardian Angels located at 6539 Beechmont Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45230 or Immaculate Heart of Mary located at 7800 Beechmont Ave., Cincinnati, OH, 45255.  One scholarship recipient for Elementary School and one for Middle School will each receive a $500 check made payable to GA or IHM on behalf of the student to be applied to the student’s tuition for the 2026-2027 school year. This application must be completed by the student and represent the student’s qualities and accomplishments.  Please mail all applications to ram8607@yahoo.com, subject line: K of C Middle School Scholarship or K of C Elementary Scholarship or submit to the GA or IHM School Offices by March 21, 2026. For questions, please contact Bob Meyer at the same email address.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
Format
In lieu of a formal application, we ask you to please submit the following information:
· Student Name and current Grade and school
· Parent name, address, email address and phone number
· Electronic  applications may be submitted using Microsoft Word, Google Docs 
Please submit the essay on a separate document from the application. Do not include name or personal information on the actual essay document

Theme
The office of the papacy was established by Jesus Christ nearly 2,000 years ago when he chose St. Peter to lead His Church on earth.  The theme of this year’s essay is Favorite Popes.


In an essay of 500-750 words, out of the 267 popes that have led the Catholic Church, who are your three favorite popes and why?



Essay Format
· All essays must be electronic using Microsoft Word or Google Docs.

· On a separate document, please include the following information:
Student Name
Parent/Guardian Name, email address, and phone number
Name of Current School or Name of Sponsoring Council Member

· Essays must contain between 500 and 750 words.
· Use 1-inch margins on the top, bottom, and sides.
· Use Times New Roman font, size 12.
· Each page must be numbered in the bottom-right corner as page # of #.
· Electronic entries may be submitted using Microsoft Word or Google Docs. 


Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Scholarship
Winners and schools will be notified by April 30, 2026. Scoring
A 100-point scoring system will be used to determine the winner. 
35 Points: Content — How thoroughly is the topic examined?  35 points:Style
30 Points: Grammar — How well is the essay written with respect to sentence and paragraph construction? 
35 Points: Style — Does the essay show creativity, imagination and development of the topic in a logical and compelling style?

Checks will be presented to the school by August 1, 2026
					
