
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Sequoia Parents’ Club

Date: Thursday, November 15, 2018 

Location: Multipurpose Room at Sequoia Elementary School


The following officers were present:

President: Amy Niesen

Vice-Presidents: Dian Ross & Jeremy De La Torre

Treasurer: Katrina Gillaspie

Secretary: McCall Miller


The following members/guests were present:

Brooklynn Clark	 	 	 Celeste Galvez	 	 Andrea Guzman	 	 	
Mickey Nguyen	 	 	 Erin Agius


Call to order


President’s Welcome & Introductions 


Principal’s Report (Brooklynn Clark)

The new school check in system is not in regular use. Mrs. Clark receives the report via an 
application on her phone. It has been a success. 

Safety Committee Update - 

Met with Joe Pandolfo (Deputy Superintendent) regarding the fencing. The district presented a 
draft plan on which the committee commented. The plan includes: 6 foot black fence along 
Calistoga Road; nicer looking fencing along Dupont Drive. How to enclose the front is up in the 
air. Would like to close off the area between the MPR and classroom building with an exit only 
gate. That is an area that SRPD said is a vulnerable area. Katrina Gillaspie: is a single point of 
entry and fencing part of Measure F? Mrs. Clark: will have to check with Joe Pandolfo. The 
Board recognizes that the parents have a vested interest in what happens and many parents 
have gone to Board meetings to speak about safety. The Matanzas, Spring Creek, and Village 
fencing projects are complete. The Binkley project is complete but they do not have locks yet. 
The Madrone project should be completed soon. They may look at working on Sequoia during 
the school year. Understand the fence is not a fix-all. 

Air Quality Update - 

In contact with Joe Pandolfo. Do need a better standard. Air quality experts were not in the 
meeting with the Office of Education (SCOE). 

School Plan for Student Achievement Review & Update 2018-19

Planned Improvements 2018-19

Mrs. Clark reviewed these two documents that were presented to the Site Council. 

They provide snapshots of how various groups of students perform within the whole student 
body: English learners; socio-economically disadvantaged; and special education. 

Erin Agius: in regards to the current 6th graders and math, how much support do they get? 
Mrs. Clark: we don’t have a huge intervention budget, but we do have support groups for math 
and language arts for K-6 grades. Jeremy De La Torre: Can we help as SPC? If so, how? Mrs. 
Clark: since it is staffing support, SPC cannot pay. Mrs. Clark met with the support coordinator 
who has said that many kids have made significant improvements over last month. Andrea 
Guzman: what are teacher evaluations based on? Mrs. Clark: not test scores. Mrs. Clark 
observes officially 10 times during their evaluation year and visits regularly throughout the 
evaluation year. 

Mrs. Clark final thought: considering how many days were lost during the 2017-18 school year 
due to the fires, we did great. 


SPC Business




Approval of October minutes was postponed to December meeting due to the lack of a 
quorum.


Walk-a-Thon Wrap Up (Amy Niesen & Katrina Gillaspie)

Auction = $15,000

Pledges = $36,000

Top class raised $3,600

Walked over 9,000 laps; 2 kids did 84 laps

Less than 1/2 of the student population gets pledges. Some thoughts for next year: incentivize 
lower amounts of pledges; communicate better with families (remind families that this event 
pays for assemblies and field trips); create a visual representation of what would happen if 
there was no SPC and what it means to have participation. We will continue to trim the budget. 


Soirée Update (Andrea Guzman)

Date: March 2, 2018

Will be using Brown Paper Tickets for online ticket sales. Bruno’s will be the caterer, like in May. 
Same location and same DJ. A goal for this time: get more staff to attend. 


Box Tops (Amy Niesen)

Have earned $380 from box tops. Keep bringing them in.


Copperfield’s (McCall Miller)

Earned approximately $50 from the weekend of sales. Will announce and publish it sooner next 
time.


Sports Basement (Amy Niesen)

From December 2nd - 5th, will be discounting 20% of your purchase. Watch for a flyer. 


Halloween Carnival (Jeremy De La Torre)

There was not enough help. This year will probably be the last one. It is too much for one family 
to take on.



