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Cantor Marci’s Corner 
What a year it’s been yet we aren’t even halfway through! When our strange new reality commenced, I felt 
optimistic about having so much time to get things done at home with no distractions. I quickly realized that 
a day can go by like (SNAP) that, especially if you watch Netflix, YouTube videos and read Facebook. That was 
a diversion but, happily, Andy and I made a list of to-do action items and 80% got knocked out in March. 

April brought a sense of reality mixed in with the optimism. Oh, how I miss my trips to TJ Maxx, but I am 
saving money! I miss seeing all of you on a regular basis, but I am also getting to know Rabbi Ben and 
Stephanie, our tech guru, much better! I love how this negative thing has forced us into a positive direction 
as it is now a necessity to connect via technology. This strange new world has the most tech savvy 
nonagenarians! Loads of Passover seders still happened. Ours was with family we have NEVER included in 
the seder. Relatives in Houston, Dallas, Providence, Vancouver, Bend, Palatine and Buffalo Grove all joined us 
for this both chaotic and delightful experience. It might just become a regular tradition. Even if it means I will 
have to have just ONE more seder each year, it is well worth it.  
As we enter May, I can’t quite imagine what life will be like.  This new reality is like an unwelcomed visitor 
who you end up kind of liking despite his vast annoyances. I have been fortunate enough to be able to find 
the silver lining in this unimaginable situation. I know that not everyone is that fortunate and I don’t take 
that lightly.  I am grateful for the community I helped build and who helped build me. We could not exist 
without each other! I am thankful we, at the JCV, have good health news so far! And finally, I am grateful for 
my children’s adaptability and wisdom. This has not been easy on their generation, as they are preparing to 
go out into the world in a year or two or three. It is as if there is a new fault line and tectonic shifts occurring 
constantly. War, gun violence, sexual misconduct, xenophobia, people STILL fighting for their basic rights, 
and now a worldwide pandemic! I have long said their generation would save the world. Looks like we may 
actually be able to see if that is true. I believe they will come out of this situation changed more profoundly 
than any group. What they will do…I do not know. But I have deep faith in their sense of fairness and 
brotherhood and kindness as the norm.  

I plan to remember this situation and the lessons I learned and keep them going forward. I will trip up and 
fall into some old patterns, but those will continue to keep me, ME! What I most look forward to are the new 
patterns I will explore.   

Here’s to moving forward together.  Thinking of all of you.  Be safe and well. 

L’chaim!  
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