Inspection Data 2018
• Total Inspections – 117,598 (PA)

46,670 (NJ)

• Driver out-of-service – 6.13% (PA)

4.41% (NJ)

• No Violations – 43,544 (PA)
• Nationwide – 3,508,719

• Nationwide – 4.76%

18,785 (NJ)

• Vehicle out-of-service – 22.71% (PA) 21.8% (NJ)
• Nationwide – 20.83%

Inspection Data 2018 – Level of Inspection
Pennsylvania
• Level 1 – 31,575
• Level 2 – 37,362
• Level 3 – 47,617
• Level 4 74
• Level 5 962
• Level 6 8

•
•
•
•
•
•

New Jersey
Level 1 – 17,024
Level 2 – 12,668
Level 3 – 12,775
Level 4 –
2
Level 5 –
970
Level 6 2

Top 10 Driver Violations 2018 (PA)

Top 10 Driver Violations 2018 (NJ)

Top 10 Driver Violations 2018 - National

Top 10 Vehicle Violations 2018 (PA)

Top 10 Vehicle Violations 2018 (NJ)

Top 10 Vehicle Violations 2018 - National

ELD Important Dates

Registration and voluntary use
of ELDs begins 60 days after
the ELD Rule is published
(February 16, 2016)

Compliance date is 2 years
after ELD Rule is published
(December 18, 2017)

AOBRDs must be upgraded or
replaced with ELDs within 4 years
of the publication of the Final Rule
(December 16, 2019) I.e., AOBRDs
compliant with § 395.15 that were
installed before the compliance
date could be used (grandfathered)
for 2 years after the compliance
date

ELD Roadside Inspection
• Know what device you have: ELD vs. AOBRD
• Know how to call up previous 7 consecutive days.
• Have your instruction sheet available for the inspector.
• ELD User’s Manual
• Instruction sheet for transferring HOS records to safety officials
• Instruction sheet on reporting ELD malfunctions & recordkeeping procedures
during ELD malfunctions

• Have 8 days worth of blank log pages.
• When did I log in?

Accidents

Crash Preventability Request and Review Process

Eligible Crash Types
Crashes are eligible for participation in the program when:
•Commercial motor vehicle (CMV) was struck by a motorist who was driving under the
influence (or related offense)
•CMV was struck by a motorist driving the wrong direction
•CMV was struck in the rear
•CMV was struck while it was legally stopped or parked, including when the vehicle was
unattended
•CMV struck an individual committing or attempting to commit suicide by stepping or
driving in front of the CMV
•CMV sustained disabling damage after striking an animal in the roadway
•Crash was the result of an infrastructure failure, falling trees, rocks, or other debris
•CMV was struck by cargo or equipment from another vehicle

Eligibility Details
• Crashes identified as “struck by a motorist driving
the wrong direction” where the vehicle that struck
the CMV was not operating completely in the
wrong lane and in the wrong direction are not
eligible.
• Eligible crashes include when the vehicle that
struck the CMV completely crossed the
median or center line and traveled into opposing
traffic or was operating in the wrong direction on
a divided highway.
• Crashes that occurred when the CMV was legally
stopped or parked do not include when the CMV
was stopped in traffic.

Eligibility Details
•Crashes where the CMV was struck in other places on the vehicle,
but not the rear, are not eligible. For the purposes of this
demonstration program, FMCSA is defining “struck in the rear” to
mean only crashes when the rear plane of the CMV was struck.
• Crashes where the CMV was struck on the side near the rear of the
vehicle, or other places on the vehicle, are not eligible.

•For crashes that were the result of an infrastructure failure, falling
trees, rocks, or other debris, FMCSA defines debris as scattered
fragments, typically of something wrecked or destroyed.

Eligibility Details
•Crashes where the CMV struck an individual committing
or attempting to commit suicide by stepping in front of
the vehicle must be submitted with documentation of a
suicide or attempted suicide.
•Crashes where the CMV was struck by a motorist who
was driving under the influence must be submitted with
documentation of alcohol test results, citation or arrest.

Requesting a Data Review
• On August 1, 2017, FMCSA began accepting Requests for Data
Review (RDRs) through the DataQs system, for a minimum of 24
months, for crashes that occurred on or after June 1, 2017.
• RDRs must include compelling evidence that a crash is Not Preventable.
• Suggested documentation includes, but is not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Police accident reports;
Insurance claim information;
Videos;
Pictures;
Hearing transcripts; or
Affidavits.

Requests for Data Review (RDRs)
• To submit a RDR, log into DataQs at
https://dataqs.fmcsa.dot.gov.
• Click the “Add a Request” button, and submit
your request under “Crash Could Not Be
Prevented.”
• Follow the prompts to search for existing crash
reports or manually enter details in the request
wizard.
• In order for FMCSA to review your request you
must submit compelling evidence. Documentation
should be enough so it’s clear the crash was
Not Preventable, contain appropriate content,
and support the RDR.
• Once complete, review your submission, and
submit your request.

Public Input
• If FMCSA reviews a crash preventability RDR and makes a preliminary determination
that the crash is Not Preventable, FMCSA will post information about those crashes
to DataQs for 30 days.

• Anyone with relevant information to refute the preliminary determination should
submit it through DataQs.
• FMCSA will review any relevant information received before making a final
determination.

Review Process
• FMCSA will:
• Review all qualifying crash preventability RDRs;
• Consider all relevant evidence;
• Determine that crashes are either Not Preventable, Preventable, or
Undecided; and
• Post final determinations to SMS within 60 days of the determination.
• Crashes reviewed as part of this demonstration program will remain in
SMS with FMCSA’s determinations noted.
• Motor carriers and enforcement users logged into SMS will be able to view
percentiles and measures calculated both with and without Not Preventable crashes.

Crash Review Decisions
• FMCSA will continue to list all crashes on SMS and use this data for prioritization.
• Reviewed crashes will have notes reflecting the results of the reviews.
• Not Preventable
• The notation will read, “FMCSA reviewed this crash and determined that it was not
preventable.”
• The motor carrier and enforcement views of SMS will show measures and percentiles with and
without any Not Preventable crashes.

• Preventable
• The notation will read, “FMCSA reviewed this crash and determined that it was preventable.”

• Undecided
• If the documentation associated with a crash submitted does not allow for a conclusive decision,
the notation will read, “FMCSA reviewed this crash and could not make a preventability
determination based on the evidence provided.”

Regulatory Updates and Changes

Personal Conveyance
Question 26: Under what circumstances may a driver operate a commercial
motor vehicle (CMV) as a personal conveyance?
Guidance: A driver may record time operating a CMV for personal conveyance (i.e.,
for personal use or reasons) as off-duty only when the driver is relieved from work
and all responsibility for performing work by the motor carrier. The CMV may be used
for personal conveyance even if it is laden, since the load is not being transported for
the commercial benefit of the carrier at that time. Personal conveyance does not
reduce a driver’s or motor carrier’s responsibility to operate a CMV safely. Motor
carriers can establish personal conveyance limitations either within the scope of, or
more restrictive than, this guidance, such as banning use of a CMV for personal
conveyance purposes, imposing a distance limitation on personal conveyance, or
prohibiting personal conveyance while the CMV is laden.

Examples of Appropriate Uses of a CMV While Off-duty for
Personal Conveyance

• Time spent traveling from a driver’s en route lodging (such as a
motel or truck stop) to restaurants and entertainment facilities.
• Commuting between the driver’s terminal and his or her
residence, between trailer-drop lots and the driver’s residence,
and between work sites and his or her residence. In these
scenarios, the commuting distance combined with the release
from work and start to work times must allow the driver enough
time to obtain the required restorative rest as to ensure the
driver is not fatigued.

Examples of Appropriate Uses of a CMV While Off-duty for
Personal Conveyance

• Time spent traveling to a nearby, reasonable, safe location to obtain
required rest after loading or unloading. The time driving under
personal conveyance must allow the driver adequate time to obtain
the required rest in accordance with minimum off-duty periods
under 49 CFR 395.3(a)(1) before returning to on-duty driving, and
the resting location must be the first such location reasonably
available.
• Moving a CMV at the request of a safety official during the driver’s
off-duty time
• Time spent transporting personal property while off-duty.
• Authorized use of a CMV to travel home after working at an offsite
location.

Examples of Uses of a CMV that Would Not Qualify as Personal
Conveyance
• The movement of a CMV in order to enhance the operational
readiness of a motor carrier. For example, bypassing available resting
locations in order to get closer to the next loading or unloading point
or other scheduled motor carrier destination.
• After delivering a towed unit, and the towing unit no longer meets
the definition of a CMV, the driver returns to the point of origin under
the direction of the motor carrier to pick up another towed unit.
• Continuation of a CMV trip in interstate commerce in order to fulfill a
business purpose, including bobtailing or operating with an empty
trailer in order to retrieve another load or repositioning a CMV
(tractor or trailer) at the direction of the motor carrier.

FMCSA FAQ
• May a driver, who drops his or her last load at a
receiver’s facility use personal conveyance to return to
their normal work location (i.e. home or terminal) ?
No. Returning home or to the terminal from a dispatched
trip is a continuation of the trip, and therefore cannot be
considered personal conveyance.

FMCSA FAQ
• May a driver use personal conveyance when they run out of available
(driving/on-duty) hours?
No, except for the one exception described in the guidance where a driver who
runs out of hours while at a shipper’s or receiver’s facility may drive from that
facility to a nearby, safe location to park, provided that the driver allows
adequate time to obtain rest in accordance with daily minimum off-duty periods
under the Hours of Service rules before beginning to drive. Personal conveyance
is those times where a driver is operating solely for a non-business purpose and
cannot be used to extend the duty day.

FMCSA FAQ
• If a driver picks up the commercial motor vehicle from a repair
facility once repairs are complete, would the driver be allowed to
use personal conveyance to their residence from the repair shop?
No, travel for repair and maintenance work is being done in the
furtherance of the business and is considered on-duty time.

Physical
qualification
standards for an
individual with
diabetes mellitus
treated with
insulin for control.

Diabetes Rule
• Effective November 19, 2018
• This rule enables a certified medical examiner to grant an insulin
treated diabetic driver a Medical Examiner’s Certificate, for up to a
maximum of 12 months.
• Requires the healthcare professional who manages, and prescribes
insulin for, the treatment of the individual’s diabetes, to complete and
provide the Insulin-Treated Diabetes Mellitus Assessment Form
MCSA–5870, to the certified ME indicating that the individual
maintains a stable insulin regimen and proper control of his or her
diabetes.

Diabetes Rule
• Must provide 3 months of blood glucose monitoring
records.
• Must maintain blood glucose records measured with
an electronic glucometer that stores all readings, that
records the date and time of readings, and from which
data can be electronically downloaded. A printout of
the electronic blood glucose records or the glucometer
must be provided to the treating clinician at the time
of any of the evaluation.

Diabetes Rule
• An individual with diabetes mellitus treated with insulin for control who
experiences a severe hypoglycemic episode after being certified as
physically qualified to operate a commercial motor vehicle is prohibited
from operating a commercial motor vehicle, and must report such
occurrence to and be evaluated by a treating clinician as soon as is
reasonably practicable.
• A severe hypoglycemic episode is one that requires the assistance of
others, or results in loss of consciousness, seizure, or coma. The
prohibition on operating a commercial motor vehicle continues until a
treating clinician has determined that the cause of the severe
hypoglycemic episode has been addressed.

Minimum Training
Requirements for Entry-Level
Commercial Motor Vehicle
Operators
December 2016 Final Rule

Minimum Training
Requirements for Entry-Level
Commercial Motor Vehicle
Operators
December 2016 Final Rule

When will the new requirements be implemented?
• The ELDT rule will be implemented on February 7, 2020.

• Individuals who obtain a CLP on or after February 7, 2020,
would have to satisfy the applicable requirements.

• Individuals who obtain a CLP before February 7, 2020 are not
required to comply with the new ELDT rule as long as they
obtain the CDL or endorsement before the CLP (or renewed
CLP) expires.

What Does the Rule Require?
The final rule establishes new training standards for
individuals applying for:

•A Class A or B commercial driver’s license (CDL) for the first
time;

•An upgrade of their CDL (e.g., a Class B CDL holder seeking a
Class A CDL); or,*
•A hazardous materials (H), passenger (P), or
school bus (S) endorsement for the first time.

The rule does not cover individuals for whom States have
waived the CDL skills test under 49 CFR 383.
•40

What are CDL Applicants Required to Do?
• CDL applicants subject to the rule must complete a prescribed
program of instruction presented by an entity listed on
FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry (TPR), prior to taking the
State-administered CDL skills test, or for the H endorsement,
prior to taking the knowledge test .

• TPR will include all entities (including public and private CDL
training programs, fleet-operated CDL training programs, etc.)
that register with FMCSA and self-certify they meet the
requirements for providing CDL training (minimum criteria
for CDL instructors, facilities, curriculum, etc.).

What types of training will CDL applicants receive?
• The Class A and B CDL and endorsement curricula generally are
subdivided into theory (knowledge) and behind-the-wheel (BTW)
(range and public road) segments.
• There is no minimum number of hours that driver-trainees must
spend on the theory portions of any of the individual curricula.

• The training provider must provide instruction in all elements of
the applicable theory curriculum and driver- trainees must receive
an overall score of at least 80 percent on the theory assessment
(written or electronic).

What types of training will CDL applicants receive?
• The BTW curricula for the Class A and Class B CDL, comprised of
range and public road segments, include discrete maneuvers which
each driver-trainee must proficiently demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the training instructor.

• There is no minimum number of hours that driver-trainees must
spend on the BTW elements of the Class A, Class B, or P or S
endorsement curricula.
• The training provider must not issue the certification information
unless the driver-trainee demonstrates proficiency in performing
all required BTW skills.

What happens when the CDL applicants
complete the training?
• Training providers must transmit electronically the training
certification information for each student to FMCSA via the TPR
when the student completes the course.

• FMCSA will transmit electronically the training certification
information to the State Driver Licensing Agency (SDLA) as proof
the CDL applicant has completed the training prior to taking the
State-administered CDL skills test, or for the H endorsement, prior
to taking the knowledge test.

• The SDLAs must modify their IT systems to receive the certification
information from FMCSA and to post that information on the
applicant’s CDLIS driver record.

Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse Rule
• Effective Date: January 4, 2017
• Compliance Date: January 6, 2020
• The Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse will be a database
containing CDL drivers’ drug and alcohol program violations.
• It will also contain information about whether a driver has
successfully completed the mandatory return-to-duty drug and/or
alcohol rehabilitation process.
• Clearinghouse requirements fall into two major
categories:
• Reporting and
• Querying

Reporting
• Employers, consortia/third party administrators (C/TPAs) and/ or
medical review officers (MROs) will be required to report drug
and alcohol testing program violations to the Clearinghouse.
• SAPs will be required to report information about drivers
undergoing the mandatory return-to-duty drug and/or alcohol
rehabilitation process.
• Each time information is added to, modified or removed from the
Clearinghouse, FMCSA will notify the affected driver.
• To receive electronic notification, drivers will have to register with the
Clearinghouse

Querying
• Employers will be required to query the Clearinghouse for covered drivers for two
purposes:
• Pre-employment screening
• Annual verification
• Pre-employment
• Purpose: to ensure that the prospective employee is eligible to drive.
• Query-type: full queries would be conducted which means that FMCSA must verify
specific driver consent prior to releasing information.
• Annual Queries
• Purpose: to ensure that a driver did not violate the drug and alcohol program with another
employer.
• Query-type: limited queries to determine whether any data exists for a driver would be
allowed and will only require general driver consent, subject to FMCSA audit.

Querying
• A limited query only identifies whether information about the driver exists in
the Clearinghouse and will not result in release of any driver information.
• If the limited query shows a driver record in the Clearinghouse, the employer
would be required to run a full query, triggering FMCSA verification of specific
driver consent before releasing information.
• Drivers refusing consent will not be able to perform safety sensitive functions
such as driving a commercial motor vehicle.
• Information regarding the driver will be accessible to employers for a minimum
of 5 years. If the driver does not satisfy the mandatory return to duty
requirements, the information will remain accessible to employers indefinitely.

Querying
• State driver licensing agencies will also be required to
query the Clearinghouse when a State-licensed driver
obtains, renews, upgrades, or transfers his or her CDL.
• The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) will be
able to access Clearinghouse information for drivers
involved in a crash under investigation by the NTSB.

Fees
• There will be no fees for a driver to access
their own record in the Clearinghouse.
• Motor Carriers will pay a fee to query the
Clearinghouse. The fee amount has not yet
been determined, but will include options for
subscription and batch use.

Pennsylvania Vehicle Code Changes

Act 31 of 2018
• Makes 102” wide the general rule
regarding width of combination
vehicles.
• Effective December 9, 2018
• PennDot and Municipalities that
want to restrict roadways under
their jurisdiction most post
signage.
• Establishes a system to grant local
delivery exceptions.
• Twin trailers still subject to access
approval system.

Act 117 of 2018 - Platooning
• Before a platoon may operate, the
company or organization must file a plan
for general platoon operations with
PennDOT.
• Restrictions: A maximum of 3 vehicles, a
driver in each vehicle, only applies to
limited access highways or Interstates,
and vehicle movement may be restricted
for operational or safety reasons.
• Authorizes highly automated work zone
vehicles and establishes the Highly
Automated Vehicle Advisory Committee.
• Effective Date: April 22, 2019

Act 153 of 2018 – CMV Drug and Alcohol Testing
• § 3756. Accidents involving certain vehicles. (a) Testing
requirement.--A police officer investigating an accident involving a
motor carrier vehicle, bus, school bus or a vehicle transporting
hazardous materials required to be placarded by department
regulations and required to be investigated under this subchapter
shall request that the driver of the vehicle submit to testing for
alcohol and controlled substances. Costs for testing under this section
shall be borne by the driver's employer.
• (b) Penalty.--A driver who refuses to submit to alcohol or controlled
substances testing under this section commits a summary offense
and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of up to $200.
• Repealed Effective - October 24, 2018
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