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Did You Know? Understanding Our Community
Safety Network
With the arrival of the summer "slow season," many of our neighbors head north or indoors
to beat the heat. This is the perfect time to pull back the curtain on how our community
stays protected. While things may seem quiet, our safety teams are working year-round.
However, we often hear questions about who does what.

Here is a quick guide to the "who, what, and where" of the safety hierarchy at Cottonwood
Palo Verde.

The Hierarchy of Safety at CWPV
In the CWPV organizational structure, safety is a multi-layered partnership between
professional operations and resident volunteers.

Safety & Security Committee (Strategic): This is a Board-appointed committee that looks at
the "big picture." They review policies and recommend safety improvements to the Board of
Directors. Holding educational seminars/events to help educate our homeowners to keep
them safe in their homes, and in the community

Patrol (Operational): Our uniformed Patrol team is a division of the HOA Management staff.
They are the boots on the ground, 24/7, monitoring our gates and common areas.

Neighborhood Watch (Community Support): This is a dedicated group of resident
volunteers. They are the ultimate support system, acting as an extra set of eyes and ears to
help their fellow neighbors stay vigilant.



Patrol: Vigilant, But Not the Law
It is important to remember that our Patrol team provides a vital service, but they are
not law enforcement. They are here to enforce community rules (like parking or guest
access), monitor facilities, and provide a visible presence to deter unusual activity.
Because they are not "the law," they cannot make arrests or intervene in criminal
matters. They are your first line of assistance for HOA-related issues, but their role is
primarily observant and reporting-based.

Safety & Security: The Power of Prevention
Security and safety are essentially preventative measures. In these "unknown days,"
being proactive is our best defense. Whether it’s ensuring your garage door is closed,
using timers on your lights while away, or keeping your guest lists updated with
Patrol, these small habits keep you vigilant. Prevention isn’t about being afraid; it’s
about making our community an "unattractive" target for trouble.

Neighborhood Watch: Neighbors Helping Neighbors
The Neighborhood Watch is an added layer of support that makes us stronger. This
group doesn't just watch for trouble; they support the safety of anyone who lives
here by fostering a culture where neighbors know one another. When neighbors
communicate, unusual activity stands out immediately.

Who Do I Call?
Knowing who to call saves precious time. Please keep these numbers handy:

EMERGENCY: Call 911 immediately for any life-threatening situation or crime in
progress.

Non-Emergency Criminal Activity: Call the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office
(MCSO) 602-876-1011 to handle non-urgent reports.

See Something, Say Something: If you see something unusual that doesn't quite feel
right, don't hesitate to report it to Patrol or the Posse.

Stay Tuned!
Just because it's the slow season doesn't mean we stop being mindful. Stay tuned to
this section of ‘In the Know’ throughout the summer. We will be sharing the latest tips
and "Safety Secrets" from the Patrol, Safety & Security Committee, and
Neighborhood Watch to help keep your home and our community secure until the
snowbirds return!



PALO VERDE RESIDENTS-PLEASE HELP!
 

Please inform guests and contractors that they cannot enter Palo
Verde via the Michigan Gate—it is unattended and reserved for
residents only (including long-term renters)

All visitors must enter through the San Tan Gate (staffed 24/7)

Be sure to pre-register them using the Gatehouse Portal, mobile
app, or by calling 480-895-6846

Keeping your visitor log updated helps speed entry and avoids
delays for everyone.
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You won’t want to miss these tips
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https://spotcrime.com/
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Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, June 10,

4:30pm

GAIN Kickoff Planning Meeting
Tuesday, Sept 22, 6:30 at Sisk Park

Register your party
Find info on hosting a party
Get answers to questions 

Giveaways 

Can’t make it to the kickoff meeting but still want to host a party? 
You still can, please email sunlakesneighborhoodwatch@gmail.com, simply let
us know you want to host or help for our First Annual GAIN Block Party

First Annual GAIN Night
Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods

October 24
Weather your planning to host solo or gather a group, this is your opportunity to 

Meet more neighbors
Share resources

Be a part of something meaningful & fun
Meet community members who work everyday to help keep us safe

Learn something new 

This is a first-of-its-kind event for our Sun Lakes communities, this special
evening is dedicated to bringing our communities together, strengthening
neighborhood connections and celebrating local pride across Sun Lakes

We're looking for great people to host and/or help! 
If you have ever thought of hosting a block party for your neighbors, GAIN is the night!! 

Email us with any questions. 
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