
 
 

ON THIS DAY...  

Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens 
and “The Big 

Bopper” die in a 
plane crash 

Rising American rock stars Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson, along with the pilot, are killed 

when their chartered Beechcraft Bonanza plane crashes in Iowa a few minutes after takeoff from Mason City on a flight 

headed for Moorhead, Minnesota. Investigators blamed the crash on bad weather and pilot error. 

After mechanical difficulties with the tour bus, Holly had chartered a plane for his band to fly between stops on the Winter 

Dance Party Tour. However, Richardson, who had the flu, convinced Holly’s band member Waylon Jennings to give up his 

seat, and Ritchie Valens won a coin toss for another seat on the plane. 

Holly, born Charles Holley in Lubbock, Texas, and just 22 when he died, began singing country music with high school 

friends before switching to rock and roll after opening for various performers, including Elvis Presley. By the mid-1950s, 

Holly and his band had a regular radio show and toured internationally, playing hits like “Peggy Sue,” “Oh, Boy!,” “Maybe 

Baby” and “Early in the Morning.” Holly wrote all his own songs, many of which were released after his death and influenced 

such artists as Bob Dylan and Paul McCartney. 

Another crash victim, J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson, 28, started out as a disk jockey in Texas and later began writing 

songs. Richardson’s most famous recording was the rockabilly “Chantilly Lace,” which made the Top 10. He developed a 

stage show based on his radio persona, “The Big Bopper.” 

The third crash victim was Ritchie Valens, born Richard Valenzuela in a suburb of Los  Angeles, who was only 17 when the 

plane went down but had already scored hits with “Come On, Let’s Go,” “Donna” and “La Bamba,” an upbeat number 

based on a traditional Mexican wedding song (though Valens barely spoke Spanish). In 1987, Valens’ life was portrayed in 

the movie La Bamba, and the title song, performed by Los Lobos, became a No. 1 hit. Valens was posthumously inducted 

into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Singer Don McLean memorialized Holly, Valens and Richardson in the 1972 No. 1 hit “American Pie,” which refers to 

February 3, 1959 as “the day the music died.” 

 

 

https://www.biography.com/musicians/buddy-holly
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/iowa
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/minnesota
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/texas


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 HOA DUES – Past Due 
Please remember – The first half of the 2026 HO Dues were due January 1, 2026. 
Any HOA Dues NOT paid by January 19th have incurred late fees and interest charges. 
If you are unsure if you have paid your dues, please call the office at 480-895-3550 
and we will gladly check for you. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you are presently enrolled in auto debit for your homeowner 
dues, you may disregard this notice.  
 

JOKE OF THE WEEK! 
 

• What do you call stealing ideas from many? 
Research. 
 

• What’s the opposite of artificial intelligence?  
Natural stupidity. 

 

2026 ANNUAL BOARD ELECTION 
For those Homeowners interested in running for the Board, Candidate Application Packets are available at 
Homeowner Services. 
 

The end of March 2026, there will be four (4) open positions on the Board. Terms will be ending for Frank Gould 
and Kathy Skrei. Marty Neilson and Tami Ronnfeldt have the option of running for a second term. 
 

If you are interested in serving on the Board, we encourage you to apply! 
 

Timing of Events 
⬧Candidate Applications Available  Mon, Jan 26 @ 8:00am – Administration Office 

⬧Cut-off for Candidate Applications  Mon, Feb 9 @ 4:00pm- Administration Office 

⬧Verify Candidate Applications  Tues, Feb 10 @ 10:00am - CLC Mtg Rm #1 

⬧Post Qualified Candidate Names  Wed, Feb 11 

⬧Campaign Period Begins  Wed, Feb. 11 

⬧Deadline for HO Registration for  

      Online & Home Voting  Fri, Feb 13 

⬧"Meet the Candidates Event"  Tues, Feb 24 @ 5:00pm - San Tan Ballroom 

⬧Ballots Mailed for Home Voting  Mon, Feb 23 

⬧Online Voting Available  Fri, Feb 27 

⬧Cut-off Date for Receiving Ballots  Wed, March 11 @ 4:00pm 

⬧In Person Voting Day  Mon – Wed, March 9-11, 2:00-4:00pm daily @ the Admin Office 

⬧Results Announced  Thurs, March 12  

⬧Annual Meeting  Wed, March 25 @ 4:00pm - San Tan Ballroom 

 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 
We are excited to announce our redesigned website is up and running. 
The website address remains the same, www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com, 
but with a brand-new look. The Board & Management are very excited 
about the website and hope everyone enjoys the new features including 
an improved user experience, better performance, and enhanced security.  
 
 

http://www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH 
Our January Employees of the Month are Debbie Combs and Landon Fuller. 
 
Debbie is an exceptional manager at the Fitness Center and a true team player. She creates 
a welcoming, inclusive environment for both staff and residents, and she is always willing 
to listen, help, and jump in wherever needed. 
 

Debbie works hard to make sure residents feel heard and supported, and she helps keep 
the Fitness Center running smoothly day to day. Her positive attitude and strong 
communication make her a leader employees can count on. 
  

Debbie consistently goes above and beyond, showing dedication, professionalism, and care 
in everything, she does. Her leadership and commitment make a real difference, and we 
are grateful for all she brings to the team. 
  

Congratulation on being selected as our January 2026 Employee of the Month. 
 
 
Landon is the host at Palo Verde Country Club. He was selected as the employee of the 
month because of his outstanding work ethic, his cheerful disposition when he greets guests 
and residents when they arrive for dinner, and for his willingness to go above and beyond 
every day for the people he works with and for.  
 

Landon joined Palo Verde Country Club in June of last year, and in just a few short months 
knew most of the residents by name and where they preferred to sit. When residents arrive 
he's quick to accommodate, and always says, "Welcome in!" with a smile. He learned the 
job very quickly and regularly asks where he can help out nightly and never forgets a detail.  
Landon is truly an asset, and our host stand shines bright whenever he's working.  
 

Thank you, Landon, for all you do to help both residents and fellow staff members alike!" 
 

2024 EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR  
Esteban Figueroa, the Foreman at Cottonwood Golf Maintenance, has done a great job of 

communicating the daily goals for the team. He is pleasant, very calm and manages the team 

with a mature attitude. In the past year, Esteban learned a new complex irrigation control 

operating system. The sprinkler and satellite controller project at Cottonwood taught Esteban 

a new skill in computer language. 
   

Esteban developed new overseeding programs for both CW Golf Course and the Common 
Areas to include the 5-Lakes, Swan Lake etc. He worked additional hours adjusting run-times 
up-n-down, rewriting programs to ensure the field station data matches the computer 
programs by verifying the satellite identifications from the field matched central irrigation 
control system. There were several problematic days getting the field satellite controllers to 
correctly ‘talk’ to each other, such as, he changed out several irrigation nozzles to ensure we 
weren’t overapplying water to unwanted areas.   
 

Lastly, Esteban has worked tirelessly through obstacles of balancing the lake levels 
throughout the property. Esteban developed programs to manage irrigation usage against 
water deliveries for lake levels while working within the budgeted annual allotment from Pima 
/ ADWR.   
 

Thank you, Esteban, for being awesome! Congratulations on the well-deserved honor as our 
2024 Employee of the Year! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOUR HOMEOWNER RECORDS CURRENT? 
It is important that you check periodically to be sure we have your current information in your 

homeowner account. This is especially important when we need to contact you in an emergency 

or send important HOA mailings. You can update your information by submitting a 

HOMEOWNER INFORMATION CHANGE SHEET. This form can be completed at Homeowner 

Services or you can access a copy on our website:  www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com under 

Homeowner Services, Document Center and choose the Homeowner Information Change Sheet 

button. Complete the form, sign and return to the Administration Office. 

 

ADMINISTRATION CENTER: DROP BOX 
For your convenience, a Drop Box is located east of the entrance of the John 

R. Dobson Administration Center. This box is provided for homeowners to drop 

off HOA paperwork, such as their dues assessments and comment cards when 

the office is closed.  

 

PET OWNERS 
When you are out walking your pet and enjoying the Cottonwood Palo Verde surroundings, 
please don't be one of the inconsiderate pet owners who does not pick up after their pet. This 
failure forces the rest of us who wish to enjoy the same surroundings to tip toe around the mess 
created by you and your pet. PLEASE pick up after your pet at all times. 
 

Pets must be on a leash at all times and don’t walk your pets next to the greenbelt fence line. 
Walk them next to the walking path.  
 

CHAPTER 6-03 SECTION II of the Sun Lakes HOA #2 Policy Manual defines all the rules and 
fines for pet violations. 
 

The Homeowner Handbook states: No homeowner shall permit his or her dog, cat or other 
animal to create unsanitary conditions anywhere on common properties. 
 

Please be accountable for you and your pet. 
 

PLEASE DRIVE - 25! 
Please remember the SPEED LIMIT in Cottonwood and Palo Verde is a maximum of 25 
MPH. Why? Because we have walkers, pets, bikers and golf carts on our roads and we all 
want to be safe. 
 

Some of us still work, so we must be somewhere on a schedule. Or, thank goodness, some 
of us are involved in our community by serving on committees or belonging to one of our 
fine recreation clubs. Again, we are on a set schedule. But guess what? The speed limit is 
still 25 MPH! 
 

Please pay attention to your surroundings when driving on our streets. Please pay attention 
to the road signs when driving on our streets. Please use your turn signals when driving on 
our streets. AND – PLEASE WATCH YOUR SPEEDOMETER WHEN DRIVING ON OUR 
STREETS! THANK YOU! 
 

http://www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THESE PATHS ARE MADE FOR GOLFERS 
Every path on and around the golf courses are made for golfers to get around. At no time 
are these paths to be used by non-golfers for walking, jogging, bike riding, dog walking, etc. 
 

Anyone caught violating these rules will be stopped and asked to leave. The rules apply to 
everyone who is not golfing and will be enforced 24 hours a day-7 days a week. Yes, this 
means no walking at night . 
 

There are walking paths around the Five Lakes in Cottonwood for walking and 
exercise.  Please enjoy our amenities and use them as intended.  
 

ARE YOU A NEW HOMEOWNER? 
Be sure to come to Homeowner Services and get 

your picture taken for your member ID card(s). 
 

LOST AND FOUND  
The San Tan Gate provides a secure location for items that are lost or found and is open 

24 hours for your convenience. Homeowners must give a description of the missing item 

prior to release. Call (480)895-6846. 

COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS  
We are introducing a new and convenient way for residents to share their 

thoughts and suggestions with Management! Beginning this month, you’ll see QR 

Codes posted throughout the community, including at the clubhouses, golf 

courses, and dining areas. 
 

Your input is very important and comment cards are an excellent means of voicing 
concerns, compliments, thoughts, etc.  You can fill out comment cards using one 
of the following options: 

• Scan one of the QR Codes with your smartphone for comments or 
suggestions on community operations, golf, or food and beverage 
services. QR codes can be found throughout the community, at both 
restaurants and Pro Shops. 

• Go to our website, www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com, and select 
Communications or Dining and the Comment Card button. 

• White Comment Cards / Boxes are still available at the following locations 
until the 1st of the Year: 

o Next to Cottonwood bulletin boards across from the Main Pool 
o Outside the Saquaro Room (North Entrance) 
o At the Palo Verde Clubhouse Bar Entrance 
o At the Fitness Center 
o At the Administration Center  

 

All submissions will be reviewed by the General Manager, who will respond directly 

when appropriate. Your feedback helps us continue improving the experience for 

all residents—thank you for taking the time to share your input! 

 
 

Food & Beverage 

General Comments 

http://www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUEST PASSES 
If you are expecting family and friends, get your Guest Passes AHEAD of TIME to 
avoid the lines.  
 

Print the form from our website and have it ready when you come in. Go to 
www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com, click on Homeowner Services, Document Center, and 
select Guest Card Form & Guidelines.  
 

Guests are defined as persons residing in the household of the homeowner or renter (while 

the owner or renter is in residence) for periods not to exceed 30 days per year.  
 

REMEMBER - Guests require a pass to use any of the amenities if they are not with you. Guest 
Passes are required at the Fitness Activity Center along with a $5/day fee! 
 

 

BIKING AND WALKING SAFETY 
Each year in the U.S., more than 65,000 pedestrians are injured and about 5,000 are killed 

by cars. This hasn’t yet happened in our community. We want to do all that we can to 

prevent such accidents. We don’t have sidewalks, so a few precautions for walkers and 

bikers are important, especially this time of year when more walkers are out and visitors 

are in town. 

• Walk facing traffic. Do all that you can to be seen by drivers. Wear light colored 

clothing and something reflective. In the dark, carry and wave a flashlight as you walk. 

Try to make eye contact with oncoming drivers. If walking your dog, keep your pet on 

a short leash, wearing a reflective collar or leash. Most importantly, walk facing traffic, 

close to the curb, NOT in the automobile traffic lane. 

• Bike with traffic. At night, be sure your bike has a light and reflectors, especially on 

the back. Wear light colored clothing. Be extra aware of traffic approaching you from 

behind. Install a mirror. Bike close to the curb, NOT in the automobile traffic lane. 
 

Be sure to have identification with you and carry your cell phone. DRIVERS, please be 

extra alert during the dark hours and drive SLOWLY. 

 

http://www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com/


 
 

The Board of Directors holds two 
regularly scheduled public meetings 
per month:  

 
 

The Agenda Planning Meeting, the primary purpose of which is to set the agenda for the more 
formal Board Meeting. This meeting also provides an opportunity for homeowners to raise any matter 
of concern.  
 

The Monthly Board Meeting, traditionally held on the last Wednesday of the month, addresses the 
Board agenda set at the Agenda Planning Meeting. This meeting typically includes a financial report; 
Board, Committee, and Management reports; Board comments; recommendations from administration 
and committees and presentations by invited guests. This meeting also provides the forum for 
homeowner's comments or questions.  
 

Workshops are occasionally planned and are posted before the scheduled date. 

 

Be sure to check the bulletin boards, "The Flyer" and "In The Know" 
for any changes to the date, time or location of these meetings.  

 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Fire & Emergency  911 Cottonwood Pro Shop                           480-895-9449   

Maricopa County Sheriff        602-876-1011                   Palo Verde Pro Shop 480-895-0300 

Sun Lakes Sheriff’s Posse                     480-895-8751           Cottonwood Bar & Grill   480-895-9688             

Arizona Rangers Comp. 602-663-2509 PV Restaurant Reservations 480-895-1981 

Poison Control 602-253-3334 Banquets/Catering 480-219-7009 

SRP (street light issues)    602-236-8888 CWPV Administration Office     480-895-3550 

SRP Emergency                  602-236-8811 Homeowner Services 480-207-7618 

CWPV Mobile Patrol        480-895-9277 Fitness Activity Center                            480-272-6484 

San Tan Gate                        480-895-6846   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

JOHN R. DOBSON 
ADMINISTRATION CENTER 
SUMMER HOURS OF OPERATION 
 

HOMEOWNER SERVICES 
Monday – Friday  8:00am - 4:00PM  
Saturday - Sunday CLOSED 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Reception Desk and "Back Office"  
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm (Closed for Lunch 12-1pm) 
Saturday - Sunday CLOSED 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If we are closed, please call and leave a message at 480-895-3550 and we will get back 
to you during business hours.  
 

If you have business requiring the assistance of Administration Staff, please call to make 
an appointment or contact us Monday-Friday, 8AM-4PM. 
 

         - Thank You 
 


