
Environmental Lecture Series 
October-November 2019 

Greenwich, CT 

 
The solution to climate change is like a puzzle. All of the pieces are required 

to solve it. Learn about each of them on every Wednesday of our 

environmental lecture series to gather the tools and the knowledge to help 

your family and the community get prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

October 9th   

Healthy Yards – Using Yard Wastes to Improve Soil Health  

Location: Arch Teen Center  

100 Arch Street, Greenwich, CT  

Time:  6:00-7:30 pm 

Sponsors: Parks & Recreation  

& Conservation Commission  

Speakers: Aleksandra Moch  

and Darrin Wigglesworth, Town of Greenwich  

 
Hands on experience demonstrating how to recycle and reuse yard wastes and food 

scraps to benefit soil. Learning how to mulch mow, grass cycle, and compost will save 

money, conserve water and improve soil productivity.  

 

Free compost bins for participants. 
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October 16th  

What’s so Bad about Pesticides?  

Location: Greenwich Botanical Center 

130 Bible St, Cos Cob, CT 

Time:  7:00 -8:30pm 

Sponsor:  Greenwich Botanical Center 

Speaker:  Dr. German Cutz, UCONN Associate Extension Educator    

 
Everyone would agree that it would not be a good idea to put pesticides in a saltshaker and 

add them to our food at the table. But there is little agreement when it comes to their use in 

agriculture. How much gets into our food? What are the effects on our health? On the 

environment? Is there a safer alternative? The answers to those and other questions will be 

provided at the lecture. 

 

October 23rd   

New York’s Newest Immigrants: Coyotes in the Metro Area   

Location: Greenwich Land Trust  

370 Round Hill Rd, Greenwich, CT 

Time:  7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Sponsor:  Greenwich Land Trust 

Speaker:  Chris Nagy, Ph.D. Director of Research and  

Education – Mianus River Gorge and  

Co-founder of Gotham Coyote 

Coyotes have a long history of living in and around populated areas.  They have adapted to 

survive and sometimes even thrive in urban environments, but living in close proximity with 

people can be a cause of concern.  Come learn how coyotes modify their behavior to live in 

suburban environments, and how they interact with and impact the habitat around them. 
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October 30th  

PFAS – Emerging Contaminants - What do you need to know  

Location: Greenwich Audubon 

 613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, CT 

Time:  7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Sponsor:  Greenwich Audubon & Conservation Commission 

Speakers: Anne Hulick, CT Director of Clean Water Action 

Christopher Perkins, Laboratory Director at the  

Center for Environmental Sciences and  

Engineering, Institute of the Environmental, UConn  

 

It’s unfortunate that it took a tragic spill of nearly 40,000 gallons of firefighting foam into 

the Farmington River for PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) contamination to 

finally get some attention in Connecticut. They have been found almost everywhere (food 

packaging, electronics, fabric, furniture, carpeting, clothing, non-stick cookware, fire-

fighting foam and even plants and drinking water). Do we have them in Greenwich? This 

program will address this and other questions of how to protect your family against these 

toxic chemicals. 

 

November 6 

Climate Change – What to Expect in Greenwich 

Location: Greenwich Audubon 

613 Riversville Road, Greenwich 

Time:  7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Sponsor:  Greenwich Audubon  

& Conservation Commission 

Speaker:  Alexander Felson, Director of Resilience Design, Deputy Executive Director of 

Connecticut Institute for Resilience and Climate Adaptation  

 

Three trends — rising emissions, increasing air pollution and natural climate cycles — will 

combine over the next 20 years to make climate change faster and more furious than 

anticipated. What should we expect and how we protect our homes from floods, winds, fires, 

and help people to manage heat stress. Would our community be prepared to face it? Alex 

Felson will walk you through the new resiliency study in Greenwich and provide you with 

wealth of information to get you prepared. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiVpbjv3snkAhUEJBoKHUjiCk4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.itrcweb.org/Team/Public?teamID%3D78&psig=AOvVaw3cuC-iFu5mS7lYThrz7ID3&ust=1568324653940893
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiwk5Pu28nkAhUp5eAKHb7aAxYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/&psig=AOvVaw1tbYg0JH_-wWTpZ_2qC5XD&ust=1568323871583621


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 13 

Waste Management – Ecologic and Economic Impacts 

Location:  Town Hall Meeting Room  

 101 Field Point Road, Greenwich, CT 

Time:  7:00-8:30 pm 

Sponsor:  Waste Free Greenwich & Conservation Commission 

Moderator: Ali Ghiorse, Waste Free Greenwich  

Speakers:  Julie DesChamps, GRAB – Successes and challenges 

  in Greenwich 

Sherill Baldwin, CT DEEP – Waste Diversion:  

What’s new in Connecticut 

Ron Schulhof & Michelle Sterling, Scarsdale Conservation Advisory Council  

    – Food Scraps Recycling Initiatives 

Braeden Cohen, Sustainable Materials Management Inc. 

 

Over recent months, news coverage has depicted China’s National Sword policy as a crisis 

for recycling in municipalities all over the United States. Since early 2018, China has banned 

many materials diverted from the waste stream and has not accepted others unless they meet 

an extremely strict contamination rate. As the number of recyclables on the state list shrinks, 

Greenwich is stepping up their efforts in waste diversion exploring new markets and 

opportunities. Could zero waste be achievable? Come learn what is coming and how you can 

help. 

 

November 20th  

Trends to Watch in the Energy Transformation of 2020 – What 

is There for You  

Location: Boys and Girls Club of Greenwich 

 4 Horseneck Lane, Greenwich, CT 

Time:  7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Sponsor:  Conservation Commission & 

EV Club of Connecticut 

Speakers: Elizabeth Di Salvo, AIA, Trillium Architects 

Bruce Redman Becker, FAIA, LEED AP, President, EV Club of Connecticut 

 

By 2050, about 70% of the world’s population will live, commute and work in 

urban areas. Between now and then, cities and suburbs will undergo significant 

transformations to create sustainable living conditions for their residents. Mobility 

and energy are the twin pillars of these transformations, and both will require 

radical adaptations to meet demographic and economic growth without increasing 

congestion and pollution. What are the new trend reaching Greenwich next year? What 

emerging sources of renewable energy will power your house and your vehicle.    
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