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Dear Friends, 

  

It is our honor to present this 163rd Annual Report for Mount Zion Temple.  Our vision, 

of being a welcoming and vibrant Jewish spiritual home, open to all, living Torah (Life-long 

learning), Avodah (Worship) and Gemilut Chasadim (Acts of Loving Kindness), continues 

to animate our every action as a community and allows us to thrive.      

 

We are fortunate to have so many reasons to celebrate.  

 

We experienced important passages. After 33 years, Jerry Brakke retired and was 

suitably feted in November. Jen Baddin also moved on to another opportunity and we 

treasure her many years of contributions. Also this past fall, we welcomed Shai Avny, 

our Director of Congregational Engagement, and Elyse Heise, our Teen Engagement 

Associate. More recently, we celebrated with Cantor Strauss-Klein’s family as Henry was 

called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah. Rabbi Adler celebrates her Chai anniversary this 

spring and we honor her today at our Annual Meeting. 

 

This year we renewed our Kivvunim (Directions) cycle. We began a seven year cycle in 

2010 focused on Israel, Tzedek, Torah and Shabbat sequentially. This year we began 

again with Israel, “Wrestling with our relationship with Israel” with six months of 

thoughtful planning and a year of implementation. The Israel kivvun has brought us an 

incredibly diverse range of opportunities and activities that have challenged and 

delighted. We conducted a temple-wide book reading of “Letters to My Palestinian 

Neighbor” with discussions scattered throughout the Twin Cities. JCRC and Mount Zion 

co-sponsored the excellent “Myth-Conception” series of talks from gifted and renowned 

speakers across the political and ideological landscape including AIPAC, J-Street, 

Students Supporting Israel, If Not Now, Jewish Agency for Israel, Jewish National Fund, 

and ARZA. Wow. We explored Israeli culture through books, movies, and cooking. We 

held classes on Israeli history and politics. These are just examples – and we are still in 

our Israel kivvun period! 

 

Beyond our in-depth exploration of Israel, we were very busy learning, traveling, and 

connecting with one another. Our small groups’ initiative led by Shai blossomed over the 

past year. Our website lists 23 small groups that capture an incredible range of interests 

-- some Jewishly themed, others related to games, sports, crafts, outings, support, and 

more. Our long-lived offerings continue to enhance: these include Rashi, Women’s 

Spirituality, Torah Study, and Israel Book Club and as well Brotherhood and Women of 

Mount Zion, of course. All of these programs welcome newcomers. Twenty-seven 

travelled to Atlanta, Selma, and Birmingham on a Civil Rights Tour led by Cantor Spilker.  

 

One of our central commitments is to our children, and we continue to provide our 

children with rich opportunities to learn, travel, and explore their burgeoning Jewish 

identities. Our religious school continues to draw new families and provide strong, 

creative Jewish education. 39 of our Mount Zion youth attended Jewish camp last 

summer with 30 attending OSRUI, our Reform Camp in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. We 

awarded nearly $30,000 in need-based scholarships for camp attendance. Fifteen teens 

travelled to New York City with their fellow 10th graders, as well as Rabbi Spilker and 

Elyse Heise. Thirty-three (!) of our 13-year olds were called to the Torah as B’nei 

Mitzvah this year (38 in this 7th grade class) and this spring five high school seniors  

graduated from Chai School. 
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We embraced our holidays as always with spirit and love. Our High Holiday services were moving, thoughtful, creative, 

and well-attended. Our Purim Schpiel, “Shushan Rhapsody” was hilarious take on Bohemian Rhapsody. We sponsored 

another very popular Congregational Passover. Importantly, our live-streaming continues to link us to those who 

cannot be with us in person. 

 

We were a beacon in our community at a very difficult time. Our temple was filled beyond capacity for the Interfaith 

Vigil for Tree of Life synagogue on Monday, October 29, 2018 sponsored by Christian, Jewish, and Islamic faith 

organizations, as well as survivor organizations. Words cannot describe the power of that evening.  

 

Our membership is stable. We are encountering financial challenges that we are addressing through prudent expense 

management, and diligent revenue generation for both our short term challenges and our long term visions for Mount 

Zion. Our Annual Campaign L’Chaim 5778 was a great success, meeting both participation and financial goals. In 

addition to a strong annual campaign, and our legacy giving program, we have committed to embark on a once-in-a-

generation $5 million endowment campaign. Always fun to end with a cliffhanger! 

 

 

With gratitude for our congregation’s past and hope for our future, 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Susan Robiner, President    Adam Stock Spilker, Rabbi  
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MOUNT ZION TEMPLE 

163rd  ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
  

May 10, 2019 / 5 Iyar 5779 
 

Welcome ................................................................................................................................ Susan Robiner 
 

Approval of Minutes of the 2018/162nd Annual Meeting .............................................. Susan Robiner 
 

President’s Message .............................................................................................................. Susan Robiner 
 

Treasurer’s Report & Review of Budget FY20 ................................................................. David Kristal 
 

Annual Campaign 5779 Success ............................................................................................. Harold Katz 
 

Presentation by Women of Mount Zion Temple ...................... Margie Abrahamson & Peggy Kipp  
 

Nominating Committee Report ......................................................................................... Ellen Konstan 

  

Honoring Outgoing Board Members ................................................................................ Susan Robiner 

Harold Katz, Adam Bahr, Steve Cohen, Shel Finver, Yuval Lerman (SPORTY President), 

Sue Stein, Jon Strauss, Lisa Taran-Maddy (WMZT), Patrick Zimmerman  
 

Honoring Outgoing Chairs ................................................................................................. Susan Robiner 

Maureen Davidson, Jason Kaufman, Ellen Konstan, Deb Moses, Jill Spanier  

  

Welcoming Incoming Board Members ............................................................................. Susan Robiner 

Savannah Hanson, Jacob Kraus, Isaac Marshall, Alison Mellin, Yasmine Moideen, Judi 

Orland, Marilyn Salmon 
 

Rabbi’s Report .................................................................................................. Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker 
 

Motion for Adjournment 

 

6:15: Shabbat Dinner 

· Honoring our Volunteer of the Year– Wendy Rubin 

· Honoring leaders of MZ Small Groups 

  

7:30: Shabbat Services and Oneg 

· Honoring Rabbi Adler for 18 years of leadership at Mount Zion 

· Installation of Michael Kuhne, President; 
· Honoring Milestone Members 
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2018/2019 Officers and Board of Directors 
Officers 
 

Susan Robiner .................................................................................................................................... President 

Michael Kuhne.......................................................................................................................... President-Elect 
David Kristal ...................................................................................................................................... Treasurer 

Robert Garfinkle ................................................................................................................................ Secretary 

Harold Katz ............................................................................................................................... Vice President 

Vicki Long ................................................................................................................................... Vice President 

Amy Moore ............................................................................................................................... Vice President 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Henry Cali 1856-1858 

Elias Lowitz 1858-1859 

Julius Mendelson 1859-1862 

Jacob Newman 1869-1870 

Solomon Bergman 1870-1871 

Joseph Abeles 1871-1872 

Leopold Isaacs 1872-1873 

Isidor Rose 1873-1874 

Solomon Bergman 1874-1875 

Benjamin Plechner 1875-1876 

Solomon Bergman 1876-1881 

Isidor Rose 1881-1884 

Solomon Bergman 1884-1886 

Max Warshauer 1886-1888 

Daniel Aberle 1888-1889 

Solomon Bergman 1889-1890 

Daniel Aberle 1890-1891 

Henry Haas 1891-1894 

Solomon Bergman 1894-1895 

Max Frankel 1895-1901 

Joseph Rothschild 1901 

Marcus Tessler 1901-1903 

Jacob Dittenhofer 1903-1922 

Hiram D. Frankel 1922-1925 

Sylvan L. Hess 1925-1926 

Benjamin Wolf 1926-1941 

Milton P. Firestone 1941-1947 

Harold D. Field 1947-1952 

Benno F. Wolff 1952-1955 

Louis Melamed 1955-1959 

Edward L. Bronstien Sr. 1959-1963 

Mack Wolf 1963-1967 

Sam Singer 1967-1969 

Linn J. Firestone 1969-1973 

H. James Seesel, Jr. 1973-1975 

Irvin Rose 1975-1977 

Z. Willard Finberg 1977-1979 

Joseph C. Harris 1979-1981 

Sidney P. Abramson 1981-1983 

Honnen S. Weiss 1983-1985 

Steve A. Brand 1985-1987 

Judith H. Rose 1987-1989 

Stanley P. Kane 1989-1991 

Mary Ann Barrows Wark 1991-1993 

William I. Kampf 1993-1995 

Barbara G. Melamed 1995-1997 

William Lipschultz &  1997-1999 

     J. Peter Wolf  

Pamela Margolis &  1999-2001 

 Ellen Sampson  

Stuart Appelbaum           2001-2003 

Susan Garnick Lund & 2003-2005 

     Steve Silverman   

Philip M. Goldman 2005-2007  

Joseph A. Konstan 2007-2009 

Jean King Appelbaum 2009-2011 

Robert O. Mast 2011-2013 

Ellen (Betsy) Rest 2013-2015 

Dan Rybeck 2015-2017 

 

Past Congregational Presidents 

Lys Akerman-Frank 

Madeline Bagdade 
     Teen Engagement Intern 

Adam Bahr 

Susan Benfield 

Steve Cohen 

David Dubinsky 

Shel Finver 

Anna Fox 

Adam Garen 

Jessica Griffith 

Jason Kaufman 

Peggy Kipp 
     WMZT Co-President 

Elliot Krelitz 

Yvonne Lerew 

Yuval Lerman 
     SPORTY President 

Deborah Moses 

 

Brian Serle 
     Brotherhood President 

Charley Smith 

Anne Starr 

Sue Stein 

Lisa Taran-Maddy 
     WMZT Co-President 

Jon Strauss 

Michael Wall 

Patrick Zimmerman 
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Nominating Committee 

 
The following people have been nominated in accordance with Article XV, section 4 of the bylaws to 

serve as Directors for a first term of two years from June 2019 – May 2021. They are eligible to run 
for a second two year term in 2021. 

 

Savannah Hanson 

Jacob Kraus 

Isaac Marshall 

Yasmine Moideen 

Judi Orland 

Marilyn Salmon 

 

The following people have been nominated in accordance with Article XV, section 4 of the bylaws to 

serve as Directors for a second term of two years from June 2019 – May 2021. They are ineligible for 

additional consecutive terms as Directors. 

 

Lys Akerman-Frank 

Jason Kaufman 

Elliot Krelitz 

Anne Starr 

 

The above people have been contacted and have agreed to accept their respective nominations. 

 

The following people have been nominated to serve on the 2020 Nominating Committee: 

 

Andrea Berg 

Paul Berger 

Ted Flaum 

Phil Goldman 

Lija Greenseid 

Alex Klass 

Charlie Levine 

Batya Spector 
Chad Weinstein 

Adam Wernick 

 

All of the above people have been contacted and have agreed to accept their place on the 

Nominating Committee. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ellen Konstan, Chair and Ellen Sampson, Vice Chair 
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Mount Zion Temple’s 2018-2019  

Committee Chairs 
 

 

 

TORAH-Life Long Learning 

MaZAL Council (Adult Education)  

     Open 

Religious School 

     Jason Kaufman 

     Steve Cohen (Vice-Chair) 

Historical 

     Mary Ann Barrows Wark 

Library 

     Jonathan Eisenthal 
 

AVODAH-Worship 

Worship/Tefillah 

     Sally Glick 

Daily Service 

     Janet Kampf & John Mast 

Shamash Corps 

     Charlie Levine 
 

GEMILUT CHASADIM 

Act of Loving Kindness & Justice 

Tzedek (Justice) 

     Deborah Moses 

Family Shelter 

     Sharon DeMark 

Neighborhood House Liaison 

     Stephanie Wolkin 

Yarok/Greening 

     Sally Rubinstein 

Israel Kivvun 

     Brian Serle & Andrew Greenseid 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEES 

Membership Council  

     Michael Wall 

Recruitment  

     Mitch Wittenberg 

Welcoming  

     Ellen Konstan  

Caring Community  

     Shai Avny, Steve Cohen, Robert  

     Garfinkle, Emily Herr, Ellen Konstan,        

     Sara Rice, Mandy Roll-Kuhne, Karen    

     Suzukamo 

Accessibility/Inclusion Coordinator  

     Joan Ostrove 

Interfaith/Mixed Roots Coordinator 

     Jessica Griffith  

LBGTQ Coordinator  

     Lys Akerman Frank 

AFFILIATES 

Brotherhood 

     Brian Serle 

Cemetery Board 

     Jack Silverman 

Women of Mount Zion Temple 

     Lisa Taran-Maddy & Peggy Kipp 

GROUPS 

Mount Zion Young Adults  

     Adam Bahr 

Parents & Tots 

     Hannah Riederer 

President’s Advisory Council 

     Susan Robiner 

Prime Timers 

     Jill Spanier & Nancy Rosen 

SPORTY- Senior Youth Group 

     Yuval Lerman 

Women’s Spirituality 

     Julie Dean 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEES 

Art 

     Open 

Budget 

     Lindsay Nauen 

Buildings, Maintenance & Refurbish-

ment 

     Scott Miller 

Décor 

     Wendy Rubin 

Financial Oversight 

     David Kristal 

Giving  

     Harold Katz 

     Robert O. Mast (Vice-Chair) 

Human Resources 

     Open 

Investment 

     Dan Rybeck 

Legal 

     Ellen Sampson & Steve Brand 

Nominating 

     Ellen Sampson &  

          Ellen Konstan 

Recommitment (Dues) 

     Sue Stein 

TASK FORCES 

Safety 

     David Knapp 

Strategic Planning 

     Michael Kuhne 
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KEHILLAH COUNCIL 
 

Mount Zion’s Board of Directors created the Kehillah Council in 2004 to coordinate the communication and ongoing 

work of the Board, Committee Chairs, leaders of Mount Zion’s affiliates and groups, and all interest congregants. 

Kehillah Council meetings are designed to grapple with strategic questions, shed light on pressing concerns and create 

the space for new ideas to emerge. 

 

The August 2018 Kehillah Council Retreat took place at the Dodge Nature Center in West St. Paul. After some 

questions that helped members get to know each other better the retreat considered leadership in Jewish context, 

invited participants to consider what made their leadership Jewish and how Jewish values undergird their participation 

at Mount Zion. In the second half of the retreat the Kehillah Council considered Mount Zion’s membership dues 

structure and practice, reviewing the current and alternative models of dues and discussing the philosophy, strength 

and challenges around each model. 

 

The December 2018 Kehillah Council Meeting considered the current Mount Zion Strategic Plan, originally adopted in 

2014. The Executive Committee proposed that Mount Zion update and extend the basic thrust of the five-year plan for 

another three years. Council members spent the meeting revisiting the four pillars of the plan; Participation, 

Relationships, Digital Communication and Giving, and discussing how and whether to build from these pillars to 

articulate a new strategic vision. Small-group and whole group conversations were documented and the notes from 

that meeting, along with other contributions and proposed language, informed a draft 2019-2021 Strategic Plan that was 

reviewed at the March 2019 Council meeting. Also at the March meeting, council members were able to witness 

firsthand the repair of one of Mount Zion’s Torah scrolls and learn about the work of a Sofer, a Torah scribe. Special 

guest Sofer Rabbi Gedaliah Druin shared with the council how his team works with congregations to write or repair  

Torah scrolls and build fundraising campaigns around this work.  

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Chair: Lindsay Nauen 

Committee Members: Mark Cohen, Steve Cohen, Ian Ellis, Robert Garfinkle, David Kristal, Treasurer, Vicki Long, 

and Sandy Weisberg 

  

The Budget Committee met monthly to monitor the current year FY19 budget and prepare next year’s FY20 budget. 

We are projecting to end FY19 ahead of budget but recognizing we are drawing beyond our mandated 5% of Special 

Funds. As such, we will use less of our Special Funds than budgeted although the total amount drawn will be greater 

than 5%.  

 

The Budget for FY20 was approved by the Board. This budget is projected to use less than 6 % of Special Funds thanks 

to a generous bridge gift, among other factors.    

 

Our primary goal for next year is to develop a sustainable budget framework, and budget, for future years. We will 

continue to manage both the revenue and expense categories judiciously, with the goal of not needing to exceed a 

draw of 5% of our Special Funds during the next budget cycle. In the meantime, we have been working to simplify the 

overall budgeting and reporting process such that it is more understandable and addressable by Mount Zion leadership 

and committees. We will also be monitoring the new Endowment campaign to track whether the goals are being met 

and how the proceeds will affect the budget. 

 

This year’s budget is presented for information only at the annual meeting 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Lindsay B. Nauen 

Chair 
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DUES (RECOMMITMENT) COMMITTEE 
Committee Chair: Sue Stein  

 

Committee Members: Jean King Appelbaum, Stephen Levin, Bob Mast, Amy Moore, David Nathan, Betsy Rest, Sue 

Stein, Sandy Weisberg, Larry Solomon 

 

Yearly Flashback: 

The Dues Committee monitors and analyzes the Temple’s Fair Share Dues (or Recommitment) program. Dues are the 

single largest source of revenue for Mount Zion; however, dues revenue covers less than half of the Temple’s fiscal 

year operating expenses. Therefore, it is critical that we all contribute to the best of our abilities.  

The members of the Dues Committee appreciate the generosity of our members across the financial spectrum. 

Over the years, we have established standardized communication materials and procedures for dues; arrears that are 

implemented by staff. As a result, the committee meets less frequently and now functions largely on an ad hoc basis. 

We set the dues each season, prepare the dues materials for dissemination and advise staff as needed regarding dues 

issues. The Chair also serves on the Financial Oversight Committee as an ex-officio member. 

Due to increases in health insurance coverage, building operations and safety and security, the Dues Committee and 

Budget Committee recommended and the Board of Directors approved an 8% increase for the calendar year 2019. 

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Committee Chair: Dan Rybeck  

Committee Members: Steve Brand, Andrew Greenseid, Todd Marshall, Bob Mast, Bob Mersky, Karen Suzukamo, 

and Larry Solomon   

     

The Investment Committee’s purpose is to monitor the Temple’s endowment accounts and other investment 

accounts and advise the board on relevant financial matters. The accounts are managed by David Upin at RBC Wealth 

Management and the accounts are domiciled at RBC as well. The Temple still maintains a line of credit at Bremer Bank 

for which two of the endowment accounts are used as collateral.  

 

The Investment Committee meets annually to review portfolio performance, evaluate our investment policy and 

provide guidance to the Executive Committee regarding disbursement from the endowment to supplement the 

General Operating Fund.  

 

Fund Performance Report 

In a volatile year for the markets, the combined endowment accounts were down 5.89% in 2018. Mount Zion had 

$686,433 of investment loss while contributions $440,971 to the Temple’s General Operating Fund in 2018. The 

endowment balance at the end of 2018 stood at $11,313,802.* 

 

The committee re-affirmed our policy of investing assets in 60% bonds in stock and 40% split between five exchange-

traded index funds and bonds are comprised of investment grade corporate bonds, term trust bond funds with 

maturities between 5 and 10 years and bond index funds.  

 

The committee gratefully acknowledges David Upin’s continuing practice of waving management fees for the service he 

provides. 
*( The markets have returned to positive results with the combines endowment up 7.61% and an endowment balance of 

$12,023,904 as of March 22nd, 2019) 
 

Committee Chair, Dan Rybeck 
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L’CHAIM 5779 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

  

Thank you to all the generous supports of the L’Chaim 5779 Annual Campaign in honor of Rabbi Adler’s 18 years of 

leadership at Mount Zion.  

  

Anonymous* Ruth and Steve Abrahamson * Bonnie and Al z"l Abrahamson * Sandy and Ed Abramson * Joni Abramson 

* Rabbi Esther Adler and Rob Lebowitz * Deborah Albert and Shel Finver * Jean King Appelbaum and Stuart 

Appelbaum * Stuart Applebaum * Sharon Arad and Stefan Plambeck*  Judy and Harvey Arbit * Mirit and Shai Avny * 

Deb and Bernard Bachrach * Jennifer and Paul Bagdade * Adam Bahr * Lois and Walter Baum * Kristin Beckmann and 

Robert Richman * Sally and Jimmy Beloff * Susan Benfield * Alyssa and Doug Berg * Carolyn Borow Moore and Bradley 

Moore * Gail and Steve Brand * Rolla Breitman * Judith and Arnold Brier * Barbara Brooks * Alison Brueggemann and 

Adam Garen * Karmit and Charles Bulman * Joni and Bill Burg * Angela Canter * Kate Cavett * Stephanie, Michael and 

Ida Chauss * Joan Cleary and Jerry Helfand * Richard Cohen * Susanne and Warren Cohen * Kathy Conner and Jeffrey 

Oberman * Nancy Crotti and Rick Linsk * Howard and Barb Cutts * The D'Aquila Family * Diana Dean and David 

Lipset * Julie Dean and Scott Deetz * Peggy and Ira Denenholz * Connie Dickson and Stephan z"l Weingarten *  Lisa 

and Paul Dorn * Karen and David Dubinsky * Janet Dubinsky and Howard Mironov * The Dreyfus Family * Emily E. 

Duke and Daniel A. Sogin * Randy and Tom Edelstein * Terri and Brooks Edwards * Sarah and Brad Elkin * Betty and 

Ronald Ellis * Chris and Harvey Epstein * Carol and David Epstein * Dale and Tony Feiges *  Judith Feldman * Deborah 

Fineman * Amy and Henry Fink * The Flaminio Family * Jackie and Ted Flaum * Jean and Michael Folger * Laura Ford-

Nathan and David Nathan * Thyra Fossum and Adam Wernick * Bill Fox * Pearl and Isaac Freidberg * Cynthia and 

Michael Garr * Gail Gendler and Roger Bjork * James Gerber * Lael and Gary Gerding * Cristiana Giordano and David 

Kristal * Karen Gjerstad and Kent Simon * Rozanne Glass * Sally Glick * Mark Goldberg * Laurie and Bruce Goldfarb * 

Renae and Phil Goldman * Jules and Janice Goldstein * Mavis and Shane Goldstein * Adele Gottfried * Mitzi Gramling * 

Deidre Greene and Morley Friedman * Lija and Andrew Greenseid * Jessica and Brent Griffith * Rita Grossman * Susan 

Grupe * Lisa and James Heyman * Beth Honetschlager and Donald Greenebaum * Cathy Huber and Charles Weinstein 

* Laurie and Jeffrey Hunt * Elena Izaksonas and Woody Smith * Emmy Lou Jacobson * Denise and Dan Jacobus * 

Raleigh and Hart Johnson * Amy Johnson *  Beth and Todd Johnson * Aron Kahn * Carrie z"l and Joseph  Kahn * Janet 

Kampf * Stacey and David Kanihan * Kathy and Harold Katz * Amy and Jason Kaufman * Faye and Jeff Kelberg * Jane 

Stein Kerr and Euan Kerr * Beth and Richard Keyworth * Joan and Jason Kinsley * Peggy and Ira Kipp * Ruth and Steve 

Kirsch * Janie and Orrin Kirschbaum * Yelizaveta Kladnitskaya and Rafail Lev * Alexandra B. Klass and Stephen K. 

Warch * Susan Koch and Robert Garfinkle *  Ellen and Joe Konstan * Judy and Brian Krasnow * Liz and Elliot Krelitz * 

Brita and Frances Kukich *  Shirley Kulevsky * Melanie and Andre LaMere * Toba Lazor * Lorene and Steve Leikind * 

Suzanne and Stan Leonard * Yvonne Lerew * Annette and Thaddeus Lerew-Zimanski * Shirly and Gilad Lerman * 

Darlene and Mark Levenson * Susan and Daniel Levey * Gloria and Bill Levin * Rita and Stephen Levin * Jill and Al Levin 

* Harriet and Marvin Levine * Bill Lipschultz * Dorothy Lipschultz * Lee Litman * Gloria and Martin Livingston * 

Michelle Livingston and Adam Lindberg * Sandra and Bob Loewenstein * Stephanie Lonetti and Sasha Amnuel * Vicki 

and Charles Long * Sue and Eric Lund * Rhoda and Donald Mains * Sara Mairs and Dan Steinhacker * Judith Levin 

Marshall and Todd Marshall * Leslie Martin and Fred Haeusler * Tom Marver * Betty Marz * Jennifer and Geoff Mason * 

Nancy Mason Hauser and Rick Hauser * John Mast * Julie and Bob Mast * Leonard Mastbaum * Laura Mathews and 

Harriet Guthertz * Annie and Bruce Matza * Toby and Michael Meirovitz * Barbara Melamed and Audrey Cohen * Joice 

and Jonas Mendelsohn * Mildred Miller * Eliza and Daphne Miller * Kay and Ronald Mogelson * Lois Moheban * 

Yasmine Moideen and David Knapp * Devora Molitor * Buffy Monnens * Amy and David Moore * Linda and Fred 

Morgan * Michelle Morris * Deb Moses * Lisa Murphy and Steve Cohen * JoAnn and Joe Nathan * Rosanne Nathanson 

* Lindsay Nauen and Richard Weil * Joan and Richard Newmark * Mia Nosanow and Seth Levin * Joan Ostrove * Julie 

Ostrowsky and Stuart Block * Edith and Gary Pang * Raline Paper * Allyson Perling and Glenn Hardin * Adela and 

Joseph Peskorz * P.J. Pofahl and Charlie Nauen * Claire Press * Mayda and Marc Raffe * Sally and Charles Rafowicz * 

Andrew Rapoport * Bonnie Resnick and Alan Milavetz * Betsy Rest * Pola Rest * Heidi and Dan Ries * Shelley Robbins 

and John Plano * Susan and Bill Robiner *  Amanda Roll-Kuhne and Michael Kuhne  * Connie and Paul z"l Ross * Linda 

Rossman and Stewart Rosoff * Wendy and Steve Rubin * Sally and Mitch Rubinstein * Mindy and Craig Rutman * 

Marilyn Salmon * Ellen and Martin Sampson * Barbara Sarapas * Anne and Kurt Schaeffer * Walter Schwarz z”l  * Kate 

Searls and Dan Rybeck * Ellen Seesel and Sarah Coleman * Brian Serle * Rosemary and Raymond Sevett * Emily and 

Dan Shapiro * Wendy and James Shapiro * Judy Sharken Simon and Chris Simon * Reine and Sam Shiffman * Gregory 

and Marina Shor * Carrie and Steve Siegel * Sally Silk and Tom Wolfe * Marilyn Silver * Andrea and Jack Silverman * 

Edie Smith * Janice and Henry Snyder * Margie and Larry Solomon * Jill and Steve Spanier * Batya Spector  * Vicki and 

Eric Spieler * Arlene and Bert Spilker * Cantor Rachel and Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker * Susanne and Natalie Spitzer *  
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L’CHAIM 5779 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
(Continued) 

 

 

Terri and Charles Stander * Sheila Stanton and David Geddes * Lizbeth Stein and Rob Larson * Sue and Pete Stein *  

Beth and Todd Johnson * Susie Steinbach and Benjamin Elwood * Elaine Steinman * Erica Stern * Sarah Sternberger and 

Howard Epstein * Stefanie Stevenson * Rabbi Sharon Stiefel & David Alperin * Doug Stone * Rachel Stover-Haney and 

Ben Haney * Kay and Jon Strauss * Jaine Strauss and Mitch Wittenberg  * Cantor Jennifer and Nick Strauss-Klein * 

Maureen Sultan * Susan and Jeffrey Summit * Karen and Les Suzukamo * Richard Swiler * Lisa Taran-Maddy and Joseph 

Maddy * Marcy and David Thomas * Michelle and Raj Thomas * Marissa and David Upin * Nancy and Bob Victorin-

Vangerud * Victor Vital z”l  * Jennifer and Michael Wall * Mary Ann and David Wark * The Waxman and Hamilton 

Family * Carol and Sandy Weisberg * Jill Weiss and Glenn Davis * Mary and Stuart Weitzman * Barbara Winthrop * 

Susan Winthrop * Judy and Peter Wolf * DeDe Wolfson * Victoria Woodcock * Pat Yoedicke * Serena Zabin and 

Christopher Brunelle * Laura and Daniel Zelle * Honey and Larry Zelle * Patrick Zimmerman * Mount Zion Past 

Presidents * Women of Mount Zion Temple 

Giving Committee 
Committee Chair: Harold Katz and Robert O. Mast (Vice-Chair) 

  

We began the year by merging the Annual Campaign and Legacy Circle Campaign Committees into a single committee, 

called the “Giving Committee”. This will allow us to capitalize on the efforts of the dedicated Giving Committee 

members and help us avoid any duplication of services or event scheduling conflicts that the two separate committees 

may cause. 

 

First and foremost,  thank you for your generous contributions in honor of Rabbi Adler’s 18 years of leadership at 

Mount Zion. I’m pleased to report that the Annual Campaign enjoyed another successful year. We have raised over 

$166,000 from 262 households. Thank you for your contributions! 

 

The Mount Zion Legacy Gifts is an important way that we are working to ensure a stable future for our congregation. 

The Legacy Campaign is thriving and we continue to add commitments from members who have agreed to include 

Mount Zion as a beneficiary in their wills and estates. 

 

We are grateful to our generous congregation for showing such strong commitment. All funds raised will support the 

people and programs that make Mount Zion strong.  

 

Mount Zion Legacy Circle             

 

Sandy and Edward Abramson * Lys and Jessalyn Akerman-Frank * Anonymous *  Jean King 

Appelbaum and Stuart Appelbaum * Gail and Steve Brand *  Shakad Danai and Charley Smith * 

Marjorie Dana-Levine and Charles Levine * Karen and David Dubinsky * Holly and Jon Brod Farber * 

Renae and Phil Goldman * Kathy and Harold Katz *  Rita and Stephen Levin * Lee Litman * Julie and 

Bob Mast * Deborah Moses * Joan and Richard Newmark * Kathy Conner and Jeffrey Oberman * 

Walter Pistner * Ellen Rest * Susan and William Robiner * Wendy and Steve Rubin * Ellen and Martin 

Sampson * Brian Serle * Judy Sharken Simon * Jeanine Slonim * Janice and Henry Snyder * Cantor 

Rachel and Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker * Karen and Leslie Suzukamo * Alison Suzukamo * Sylvia Swartz 

    * Jennifer and Michael Wall * Mary Ann and David Wark * 

 

We had a number of successful Mount Zion and community gatherings centered around legacy giving and estate 

planning. A special thanks to the volunteers who helped organize and lead these events.  

 

All in all it has been a very successful year for the Giving Committee. Thanks to all involved.  

 

Harold H. Katz 

Giving Committee– Chair 
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ISRAEL KIVVUN TASK FORCE 
   

Israel Kivvun Task Force Co-Chairs: Andrew Greenseid, Brian Serle.  

 

Israel Kivvun Task Force Members: Tal Dror, Jonathan Eisenthal, Jessica Griffith, Steve Levin, Vicki Long, Tom 

Marver, Lisa Taran-Maddy, Shirly Tramer, Sadie Wall, Benny Yushkevich, Shai Avny, Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker 

  

Mount Zion’s year-long focus (Kivvun) on Israel was based on “Wrestling with our Relationship with Israel”.  In 

Hebrew, Israel is “Yisrael” which means “to wrestle with God.” Israel refers to four separate arenas: a people, a land, a 

country (state), and a government. Our purpose was to inspire  אהבת ישרֹאל Ahavat Yisrael, a love for the people, land, 

and country of Israel, and to help congregants have a safe space to articulate their views of the government of Israel 

and current events. 

 

We had four goals:  

1. We will help our members feel capable of speaking about Israel in a safe environment of empathetic thinking and 

open dialogue.  

2. We will teach the history and contemporary cultures of Israel. 

a. We will focus on the history of Zionism, structure of the Israeli political system, Jewish and Palestinian 

narratives of the past, and the cultures of all of Israel’s citizens.  

b. In the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we will emphasize learning the values behind different positions (e.g., 

justice, self preservation, peace, compromise, land, etc.) and unpack the terms used (e.g., why is the 

same land called “Disputed Territories”, “Occupation”, “Judea-Samaria”, “West Bank”, and 

“Palestine”?).  

3. We will advocate for religious pluralism in Israel. 

4. We will strengthen our connections with our partner synagogues in Modiin and Rosh HaAyin, and our Federation 

partnership region, Sovev Kinneret. 

 

Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker led a series of lectures from the Hartman Institute, Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings, 

marking 50 years since the 6-day War and 70 years since Israel’s founding.   

 

Tal Dror and Zehorit Heilicher taught about Israeli cooking. A big event brought Israeli/American baseball players and a 

wonderful film documentary Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel. 

 

A wide range of speakers highlighted our MythConception lecture series, in which we strived to understand the 

positions and goals of such organizations as: AIPAC, J-Street, If Not Now, JINSA, JNF, Jewish Agency for Israel and 

ARZA. 

 

Dr. Arie Zamora taught three excellent seminars: Roots of Zionism in the 19th Century, Arab-Israeli Conflict Through 

Literature Since 1917, and Israeli Democracy and the Political System in Israel Since 1948. 

 

The Israel Kivvun year culminated in the Willard Finberg-Congregational Education Day, with Israeli music, Israeli food, 

Israeli dance, and intensive discussions to wrap up the MythConceptions series. 

 

The Israel Book Club meets six times per year to discuss selected works of Israeli literature. They want to learn about 

historical and contemporary Israeli life and culture. They read not only the works of Israeli Jewish authors, but also 

those written by Israeli Arabs. Books are selected from suggestions of the group’s members.  Some of their recent 

book titles are: Shimon Peres, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor, by Yossi Klein Halevi, Like Dreamers: The Story Of the 

Israeli Paratroopers who reunited Jerusalem and divided a nation, by Yael Neeman, Harpoon: Inside the Covert War Against 

Terrorism’s Money Masters, by Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, Suddenly, A Knock on The Door, stories by Etgar Keret, The 

Unswitchable, by Yoav Blum, Waking Lions, by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, A Horse Walks into A Bar, by David Grossman. The 

facilitators for The Israel Book Club are Jonathan Eisenthal and Charlie Levine. 
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WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY  

Committee Chair: Julie Dean  

 

The Women’s Spirituality Group gathers monthly during the school year for women to share together in Jewish 

Learning, Spiritual Connection, and Community Support. Each month different group members volunteer to lead a 

discussion on a topic determined by a consensus at the beginning of the year. In addition, group members collaborated 

with Women of Mount Zion to create the annual “Our Bodies, Our Souls” Jewish Retreat for Women. This retreat 

draws participants from Mount Zion as well as from the broader community. For over 20 years, the retreat has always 

filled to capacity, with approximately 50 women. This year, we experienced a growth in new members, while 

maintaining a consistent group of returning members. The following is the list of topics that were facilitated by group 

members at this year's gatherings. All topics are framed within the context of Judaism and Jewish Spirituality. 

 

Favorite Jewish Prayers and Poems, Sacred Aging for All Ages, The In-dwelling presence of Shechinah, Sacred Jewish 

Chant, Jewish Affirmations through Art, Best Books for Summer Potluck 

YAROK (GREENING MOUNT ZION) COMMITTEE 

 
Committee Chair: Sally Rubinstein 

 

This year Mount Zion has received a Ramsey County BizRecycling Grant. With this grant, we have enhanced our 

sustainability/recycling activities by buying additional bins and adding composting to our ongoing recycling efforts. To 

make composting easier for members and guests, we have switched to compostable cups, plates and forks, knives and 

spoons. We have placed compost bins in the restrooms to enable composting of all paper towels. Our goal is to be 

nearly zero-waste (trash)! Please help us in this goal. Throughout the building, especially in Margolis and Johnson Halls, 

the kitchens, and in the Administration office, you will find DIVIDED, COLOR-CODED RECEPTACLES for recycling, 

organics, and trash.  Please use these receptacles for your disposables according to the appropriate classification.  

 

The Yarok (Green) Committee has completed many other projects this year including installing more LED lighting in 

the building and making heating and air systems even more efficient. The Committee welcomes new ideas and 

suggestions on achieving our greening goals, and the Committee is always open to new members! If you are interested 

in joining, please contact Larry Solomon at lsolomon@mzion.org or 651-698-3881. 

 

MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL 
 

Committee Chair: Michael Wall  

 

This year Mount Zion reestablished the Membership Council, a coalition of Mount Zion groups, efforts, and 

organizations brought together to enhance the members’ experiences (from first contact through all their years at 

Mount Zion), to facilitate the sharing of information, and to cultivate communication and support between 

organizations.  Over a dozen groups were invited in to the Membership Council, and the first meeting (March 3) was a 

wonderful chance to share plans, solicit help for large events, and create new partnerships.  The Council expects to 

meet quarterly. Questions may be directed to Michael Wall or Shai Avny.  

 

The Membership Council will continue to plan and run events such as the Prospective Member Brunch, the New  

Member Dinner, and the New Member Havdalah, all of which went very well this year. 
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TZEDEK COMMITTEE 
 

Committee Chair: Deb Moses     

Leadership Team: Vic Rosenthal, Diana Dean, Michael Kuhne, Jacob Kraus, Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker 

    

We are motivated by three core Jewish values 

• Yitziat Mitzrayim 

We were redeemed from Egypt; we know what it is like to be the stranger. (Experiential Motivation) 

• B’tzelem Elohim 

We are all created in the image of God. (Theological Motivation) 

• Tikkun Olam 

The world was created imperfectly; we partner with God to repair it. (Existential Motivation) 

 
Priorities for this year’s committee were an extension of the previous year.  

Poor Peoples Campaign:  

The Poor Peoples Campaign planned two months of action commemoration of the campaign by Martin Luther King 50 

years ago. Mount Zion’s Tzedek committee had several active members participate in these efforts.   

 

Decriminalizing Communities:  

The Tzedek committee worked with JCA to both attend and host forums regarding local efforts to reform both 

immigration issues as well as those of disparate incarceration. Themes included the jails cooperation with ICE and 

looking at elimination of cash bail. Mount Zion hosted a Sherriff’s forum for the Ramsey County Sherriff’s election.  

 

Immigration Justice 

Mount Zion agreed to and scheduled a citizenship swearing in event that was postponed due to the death of President 

Bush.  

 

Mount Zion’s Tzedek committee actively participated in the Ramsey County Sanctuary group of congregations 

supporting those providing sanctuary as well as participating in a Twin Cities wide collaboration on Jewish Immigration 

Justice.  

 

Court Observations – Mount Zion members were provided with training on how to conduct court observations 

sessions were held at the Synagogue as well as at community training session. Many Mount Zion members participated 

in this effort. Stories regarding the witnessing of court observations were written by those participating and 

distributed. A select few were also presented at a Friday night Shabbat service.  

 

Voter Engagement 

A big focus of the Tzedek committee this year was voter engagement. This was developed alongside of the RAC’s 

campaign in a three prong effort to engage the Mount Zion community to register and vote, to work to register the 

larger community and to host and participate in civic engagement activities. Members were provided with voter 

registration materials at many Mount Zion events and Mount Zion hosted a candidate forum for the Ramsey County 

Sherriff as well as publicized community forums for other candidate’s events.  

 

Consultation on Conscience  

The Tzedek committee will be sending another delegation to this year’s RAC conference.  
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TZEDEK COMMITTEE 
(Continued) 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

 
Liaison: Stephanie Wolkin  

 

Neighborhood House is a multi-cultural social service agency and community center founded by the Women of 

Mount Zion Temple in 1897. It is primarily located on Saint Paul’s West Side in the Wellstone Center for 

Community Building, but also offers services at other sites on Saint Paul’s East Side and in the Highland-West Seventh 

Street neighborhood. It is committed to the success of immigrants, refugees, youth, and low income populations, 

offering services in basic needs, youth leadership, youth and adult education, and community building.  

 

Two Mount Zion members currently serve on the Neighborhood House’s Board of Directors: Robert Richman and 

Stephanie Wolkin. 

 

Last year more than 50 Mount Zion volunteers helped provide services to more than 15,000 people at Neighborhood 

House in the following ways:  

 

BASIC NEEDS  

• helping with food drives at Mount Zion and in the community, unloading trucks, sorting food, stocking the food shelf, 

bagging rice, and interacting with families while helping them shop for food  

• collecting produce donations from various commercial donors in the Twin Cities and delivering them to 

Neighborhood House  

• holding food drives at their workplace, school, in their neighborhood or other organizations  

• hosting fund raising events in their homes  

 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP  

• evaluating programs  

• serving as Youth Leadership volunteers  

 

EDUCATION  

• teaching or assisting with classes in English Language Learning, GED preparation, college access and computer skills  

• reading books with children and assisting with literacy programs that prepare children to succeed in kindergarten  

• providing child care while parents are in class  

• teaching cooking classes for youth  

• tutoring students after school  

• helping high school students prepare for college  

• helping bag and distribute school supplies to families 

 

ANNUAL BENEFIT 

Neighborhood House’s annual benefit is called “Revel For A Cause”. This year’s celebration will be held Thursday, 

October 3. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

If you would like to volunteer for any program at Neighborhood House contact Vanessa Edwards at 651-789-2524; 

vedwards@neighb.org. There are opportunities for one-time volunteering or for taking part in ongoing programs. Be 

sure to identify yourself as a member of Mount Zion. 
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TZEDEK COMMITTEE 
(Continued) 

 

PROJECT HOME FAMILY SHELTER 
Committee Chair: Sharon DeMark 

 
For the eighteenth year in a row, Mount Zion Temple hosted a shelter in June for families who found themselves 

without a home. The program is in partnership with Project Home/Interfaith Action of Greater Saint Paul, and Mount 

Zion is one of 24 participating congregations. 
 
A total of 99 adults volunteered for 129 shifts from June 1 to July 2. Many other Mount Zion members donated 

diapers, clothing, and other necessities. 
 
We provided 475 bed nights for a total of seven families, including 11 parents and 15 children, ages nine months to 12 

years. The average age of the children was seven.  No families transitioned to permanent housing in June, but two 

families received referrals, one with the Wilder Foundation’s ROOF program and the other with Solid Ground. They 

are now on wait lists for housing through those agencies. Two other families stayed briefly and then moved in with 

other relatives. 
 
We could not fulfill this mitzvah without leadership from the congregation. 
 
Sharon DeMark  Overall Shelter Coordinator 
Jessica Griffith  Communications Coordinator 
Elliot Krelitz  Shelter Leads Coordinator 
LoRene Leikind  Move In/Move Out and Signage Coordinator 
Carrie Siegel  Orientation Coordinator 
Sara Wise  Donations and Supplies Coordinator  
Pat Yoedicke  Sign Up and Scheduling Coordinator 
 
Coordinators from prior years provided significant support: Jessica Segal (Overall Shelter Coordinator), Jill Dreyfus 

(Communications Coordinator) and Jennifer Wallen (Sign Up and Scheduling Coordinator).  

 
Shelter Leads: Judith Feldman, Julie Gartrell, Gail Gendler, Michael Kuhne, Shirley Kulevsky, LoRene Leikind, John Mast, 

Deb Moses, Jessica Segal, Brian Serle, Karen Suzukamo, and Michael Tortorello. 
  
A special thanks to those volunteers who signed up for multiple shifts: Andrea Berg, Hana Bibliowicz, Chris Epstein, 

Shel Finver, Sarah Fox, Phil Goldman, Lija Greenseid, Cole Hanson, Julie Kogan-White, Lee Levitan, Nicole Messinger 

Post, Kelsey Pexa, Betsy Rest, Pola Rest, Jessica Segal, Karen Suzukamo, Michael Tortorello, Rene Tragatsch, Ellen 

Wersan and Pat Yoedicke. 

 
Our move-in and move-out teams made sure Project Home could set up and take down supplies quickly: Sharon 

DeMark, Shel Finver, Cole Hanson, Mike Kranz, Sam Leikind, Jill Levin, Victoria Long, Kelsey Pexa, Emma Post, Nicole 

Messinger Post, Jessica Segal, Sarah Schaleger, Susan Summit, Ellen Wersan. 

 
Special gratitude goes to Elias and Don for keeping the space clean. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Griffith 

Family Shelter Communications 
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Accessibility & Inclusion 

2018-2019 Report 

Committee Chair: Joan Ostrove 
 

Iton Tziyon Bulletin Articles  

• Throughout the year 

 

Jewish Disability and Inclusion Awareness Month (JDAIM), February 2019 

• Inclusion-focused book during erev Shabbat Family service on February 1st  

• Religious school JDAIM programming on Sunday, February 3rd 

• Staged reading of excerpts from Autistic License at Food for Thought on Friday, February 22nd 

• Stacey Dinner-Levin was pulpit guest during services on Friday, Feb 22nd, and spoke about her experiences as a 

mother of a child with autism 

• Jasper Hardin, Sara McVicar, and Joan Ostrove planned (and Sara and Joan facilitated) a book group discussion after 

Shabbat services on Sat, Feb 23rd, about Francisco Stork’s young adult novel Marcelo in the Real World 

 

Mental Health 

• Mental Health taskforce met several times throughout the year 

• Taskforce member Adam Bahr completed support group facilitator training through Mental Health Minnesota 

• Members of the group presented at the Twin Cities Jewish Mental Health conference in Oct 2018 

• Plans are underway to begin a Small Group at MZ focused on mental health and substance abuse 

 

Youth Group/Madrichim/ Religious School/Chai School/Confirmation 

• Our robust K.U.L.A.M (Kids Understanding and Learning at Mount Zion) continues to develop and flourish under 

the leadership of Sue Summit. Sue hires advocates, serves as the parent/guardian liaison and coordinates advocacy 

with classroom teachers and youth group advisors 

• Advocates are using the resource room to support their students 

• Students participated in JDAIM learning activities throughout the month of February and beyond. Faculty planned 

their lessons with resources provided by Matan, an organization that educates Jewish leaders, educators and 

communities, empowering them to create learning environments supportive of children with special needs 

• 7th Grade includes an entire unit about mental health as part of their Jewish value education addressing         

Sh’mirat Ha-guf (guarding the body) 

 

Allergies and Sensitivities 

• We provide low and no-scent flowers on bimah 

• Religious School and teen events include allergen- free foods for those who need them 

• We request on every Shabbat card that perfumes and other scents not be worn during services 

 

Vision 

• Large-print service supplements, Shabbat and High Holy Day cards, as well as large-print copies for service and 

program handouts are available 

 

Around and Outside Mount Zion 

• Members of the A&I working group staffed a table at the New Member Open House to explain what we do and to 

answer questions 

• We continue to provide ASL interpretation upon request at services, and to provide preparation materials to 

interpreters for High Holidays and other events whenever possible 

• Replenishment and re-design of, and congregational consciousness raising about, fidget bags  

 
 



21 

 

PRIME TIMERS 
Committee Chair: Jill Spanier 

 

The Prime Timers aimed to address three goals within the Mount Zion Community: Social, Service/Tzedek and 

Education. 

 

2018 Programming & Events 

 

▪ “Where Were You in 1969?” 1968 exhibit at the Minnesota History Center. 

 

▪ “Are You Interested in Learning the Basics of Mah Jongg”, 

 

▪ The Minnesota Sinfonia “Classical Concert” at Como Park Pavillion in Saint Paul where a potluck dinner was 

enjoyed by all. 

 

▪ The Minnesota Pops Orchestra “Water, Water Everywhere” at the Lake Harriet Bandshell. The concert featured 

music from Showboat, Dances at Swan Lake, Victory at Sea, Blue Danube and Pirates of the Caribbean. A potluck 

dinner was enjoyed by everyone. 

 

▪ An Evening with Rabbi Spilker, “ Israeli Settlements: What Are They and What Should Be Done?” Rabbi Spilker 

discussed the history of Israeli settlements in the territories known by different segments of Israel as West Bank, 

Disputed Territories, Judea and Samaria or Palestine. A potluck dinner was enjoyed by all. 

 

▪ Mount Zion Community Midsummer Picnic Co-sponsored by the Prime Timers and other Mount Zion Groups 

 

▪ Mount Zion Sing-Along with Dan Chouinard co-sponsored by the Prime Timers and other Mount Zion Groups. 

▪  

Chanukah Party with gift exchange and potluck lunch. Brian Serle played guitar as we san the songs of Chanukah. 

▪ Ageless Grace with Pola Rest was a bi-monthly event in 2018. “Timeless Fitness for the Body and Brain” 

▪ “WORD” is a game based on the TV show Password. An ongoing bi-monthly event in 2018. A fun activity for 

member to get together on an ongoing basis  

▪ The 2018 Planning Committee was led by Phil Goldman. Dan Levey, Susan Levey, Joan and Richard Newmark, 

Lanie Paymar, Anne Starr, Raymond and Rosemary Sevett and Jill Spainer (chair). 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
Committee Chair: Sally Glick 

 

The Worship Committee is an advisory body to the Mount Zion Clergy. We continue to review High Holy Day 

Services and advise the Clergy on service practices and programming. We also provide a forum for congregational 

input on changes to worship, including Shabbat for the Soul services.  Members of the Worship Committee oversee 

the scheduling of Daily Services, the Shammash Corp and services at the Wellington Care Center.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Sally Glick 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 
Committee Chair: Scott Miller 

  

The Building and Grounds Committee is pleased to report, again this year, that the building and grounds continue to 

be in good condition. The Committee recommends and provides guidance for constant upgrading or remodeling of 

the building and grounds to keep them in the best possible condition over the long-term.  

 

This year we replaced the garbage disposal in the main kitchen and refurbished the dishwasher to keep it as efficient 

as possible. A coffee machine that makes coffee continuously was purchased and allows everyone to help themselves 

to a cup of coffee when they visit. We completed the remodel of the Library and started on the updating of the 

Boardroom. In the near future, the Boardroom will be more user friendly and be able to be configured to facilitate 

different meeting and educational needs. New lighting will make the room brighter and more energy efficient and new 

furniture will make the room more inviting and comfortable.   

 

A lot of planning and engineering went into the move of the beautiful mosaic art (made by our members) from the 

school wing hallway to the front lobby. Now it greets all congregants and guests as they enter our building. The 

hallway where the mural hung was repainted and a new mural of Israel was placed on the stairwell wall.   

 

We continue to make the building more “green” and energy efficient. This year we installed additional LED lighting 

both inside and outside the building. Working with the Yarok (Green) Committee we started composing, in addition 

to recycling, and added new bins and composting stations throughout the building. Outside we now have a 

composting dumpster along with regularly scheduled compost pickup.     

 

The Building & Grounds Committee also recommended projects for 2019 to enhance the building and grounds, and 

to maintain them in their present condition. Many of these projects will use funds from the Building Maintenance 

Fund, established to do larger scale repairs on major building systems, to which all members contribute during the 

first five years of membership. The Executive Committee is reviewing the recommendations prior to implementation. 

 

 

CARING COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

 
After the High Holidays the Caring Community moved to a new model. Judi Marshall stepped down from being the 

Caring Community Chair and 7 amazing members took her place as Caring Community Coordinators; Shai Avny,  

Steve Cohen, Robert Garfinkle, Emily Herr, Ellen Konstan, Sara Rice, Mandy Roll-Kuhne and Karen Suzukamo,  

 

In the past year, over 100 Mount Zion members helped 15 households in their time of need with rides, meals, Shiva 

support, Shmira and visits as well as many other types of support. We seek to include new helpers by asking all  

members in a geographic area to help their neighbor in need or the families in a specific grade or affinity group. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shai Avny 

Congregational Engagement Director  
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
 

Committee Chair: Mary Ann Barrows Wark 

 

Committee Members:  

Oral History Project: Nancy Mason Hauser, Mary Ann Barrows Wark 

 

Tour guides:  Jean King Appelbaum, Jonathan Eisenthal, John Mast, Larry Solomon, Sheila Schuman, Steve Silverman, 

David Wark and Mary Ann Wark. 

 

Photo/Video Documenting: Nancy Mason Hauser, Phil Goldman, David Wark, Peggy Kipp, Sue Lund, Jen Baddin 

 

Collecting more history:  

The Rabbis’ and Cantors’ secretary continues to collect products for the “year boxes” started during the 150th.   

 

Tours of the Temple: 

Volunteers and staff conducted  10 scheduled tours for religious groups (like confirmation classes), for college world 

religions, architecture classes and foreign student orientation,  and for interested groups like the German American 

Society. The office staff coordinates the tour schedules. Most tours occur on Friday nights before services but there 

are also many tours during weekday hours.   

 

Plans for the next year 

1. Continue deliberate collection of our history in an ongoing way by completing more oral histories, videotaping 

and photographing significant events and programs during the year, and continuing to have “year boxes” collected 

by the rabbi’s secretary, Julie Beckman. 

2. Conduct tours of the Temple as requested. 

3. Finish the update of the 4 history panels  (created when the biennial was in Minneapolis) so the congregation’s 

history is viewable by congregants on an ongoing basis.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ann Barrows Wark 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
 

Committee Chair: Jason Kaufman, Steve Cohen (vice-chair) 

Committee Members: Paul Bagdade, Paul Berger, Carrie Jarvis, Joan Kinsley, Yvonne Lerew, Laura Waxman, Chad 

Weinstein, Serena Zabin 

 

Professional Staff 

Sue Summit (Religious School Director), and Jennifer Strauss-Klein (Cantor) 

  

Committee Work 

During the 2018-2019 academic year, the Religious School Committee focused its priorities around the a series of 

topics both ongoing and emergent:  (a) Chai School, (b) facing antisemitism, (c) safety, (d) tuition, and (e) family 

engagement. 

 

Chair School: The Committee afforded ongoing attention toward ensuring that Chai School Programming remained 

dynamic and engaging. 

 

Facing Antisemitism: The Committee directed ongoing discussion toward the ostensible trend of increasing 

tolerance of antisemitic acts in the United States and abroad. Especially in light of the tragedy at the temple in 

Pittsburgh, substantially heightened attention was direct to safety concerns regarding the children and adolescents in 

the Religious School. 

 

Safety: As a direct result of the tragedy at the temple in Pittsburgh, the Committee explored the current and future 

needs for security in the Religious School to ensure the safety of the children and adolescents.  Much of this work 

involved direct communication with the Religious School Director and the Board of Directors.  

 

Tuition: In an effort to ensure the Religious School is a good steward of the financial sustainability of Mount Zion, the 

Committee recommended to the Board of Directors an increase in tuition for the 2019-2020 school year in response 

to the Board’s presentation of a specific set of increases. 

 
Family Engagement:  Due to unforeseen circumstances, the position of Youth Engagement Coordinator became 

vacant near the end of the school year.  The response of the Committee, after careful deliberation, was two-fold.  First, 

the Committee acknowledged the potential cost savings to Mount Zion of keeping the position empty for the 

foreseeable future.  Second, what shone through the Committee conversation was an awareness that exceptional teen 

programming is a core value of the Religious School specifically and of Mount Zion more broadly.  Cognizant of this 

landscape, it was the unanimous recommendation of the Committee that the staff position for teen engagement be 

preserved in the upcoming annual budget.  In the interim, the Committee agreed to the notion of parsing the specific 

roles of the position until the position could be filled. 

 

In review, the 2018-2019 school year was as many have been before it.  There were a few obstacles amidst much to 

celebrate.  As enrollment begins to level off, parental involvement remains strong, and Sue Summit continues to direct 

programming with her uncanny ability and commitment, the Committee is optimistic that the Religious School will 

continue to move from strength to strength. 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
 

Once again Mount Zion Temple is incredibly fortunate to have an exceptionally knowledgeable, creative and 

enthusiastic faculty, a skilled core of dedicated Madrichim, an active School Committee and committed youth 

engagement program. We continue to make a concentrated effort to provide a greater variety of opportunities for 

students and families to engage with one another, make new connections and develop stronger relationships. 

  
Staff 

Susan Amram Summit (Religious School Director), Elyse Heise (Youth Engagement Coordinator), Tymina Howerton 

(Administrative Coordinator), Sandra Pastrana Rubio (Sunday Office Supervisor) 

  

Faculty 

Maxine Johnson (Childcare Supervisor), Justina Bernstein (PreK), Anna Fox (K, 7), Harper Moore (1), Mary Ann Wark 

(PreK/K/1 Tzedakah), Rhonda Fox (2H & 3H), Taylor Elgarten (2JS & 3JS), Kim Preminger (4H), Michael Wall (4JS), 

Brian Serle (5H), Lily Alexandroff (5JS), Abby Gore (6H & 6JS, Noar Tzion Advisor), Cantor Rachel Stock Spilker (6 

Trope), Devin Wolf (Hebrew Tutor), Maya Goldbaum (Music Specialists), Bob Epstein (Librarian), Cantor Jennifer 

Strauss-Klein (T’filah Clergy), Rebecca Lubar (7, Madrichim Coordinator, JYG Advisor), Seth Berlin, Tal Dror, Ophir 

Gilad, Barry Golob, Rabbi Yosi Gordon, Alana Schreiber, Dr. Arie Zmora (8/9 Electives), Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker 

(10, T’filah Clergy), Jacob Kraus (Music Specialist, 11/12) 

  

KULAM Inclusion Advocates 

Stuart Bloom (KULAM Coordinator), Stacey Dinner-Levin, Anna Fox, Ophir Gilad, Jonathan Goldman, Abby Gore, 

Sarah Gotbetter, Adam Lifland, Rebecca Lubar, Kim Preminger 

  

Our robust K.U.L.A.M (Kids Understanding and Learning at Mount Zion) continues to develop and flourish. Sue 

Summit and Stuart Bloom work together to ensure that the needs of all Mount Zion students are met. Together they 

plan and prepare accommodations and modifications as needed for each student. Sue hires advocates, serves as the 

parent/guardian liaison and coordinates advocacy with classroom teachers and youth group advisors. Stuart trains our 

advocates and oversees the advocates during school. 

 

This program is made possible through generous funding provided by the Taishoff Family Foundation. Without their 

financial assistance, we would not be able to provide the services and adaptive equipment we need to insure 

accessibility and inclusion for all students who choose to participate in classes, Shabbatonim, youth group, choir and 

other synagogue opportunities. 

 

The resource room continues to serve as a learning environment for many of our students and their advocates. The 

fidgets we introduced last year were so successful that we restocked our collection with 200 additional fidgets for the 

classrooms and sanctuary. This year we added 6 iPads to our resource collection. 

 

Students participated in JDAIM (Jewish Disability Awareness, Acceptance, and Inclusion Month) learning activities 

throughout the month of February and beyond. Faculty planned their lessons with resources provided by Matan, an 

organization that educates Jewish leaders, educators and communities, empowering them to create learning 

environments supportive of children with special needs. 

  

Enrollment 

211 students: PreK (8), K (19), 1 (12), 2 (8), 3 (13), 4 (20), 5 (19), 6 (13), 7 (35), 8 (16), 9 (19), 10 (20), 11 (6), 12 (3). 

Teens not enrolled in Chai School, but active in youth programming: 12  
  

Lower School – New Hebrew Curriculum: 

PreK/K: Let’s Discover Israel Kids & Food 

Grade 1: Let’s Discover Israel Our Homeland, Modern Israel, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Northern/Southern Israel 

Grade 2: The Great Israel Scavenger Hunt 

Grade 3: Yisrael Sheli – My Israel: People and Places 

Grade 4: Yisrael Artzaynu: Our Homeland, Our Home 



26 

 

SPORTY 

(Saint Paul Organization for Reform Temple Youth) 

(Mount Zion’s 9th-12th youth group) 

President: Yuval Lerman (11) 

SPORTY Board: Sadie Wall (10) Programming Vice President, Elijah Rothstein (10) Social Action Vice President, 

Samantha Elwood (12) Religious & Cultural Co-Vice President, Madeline Bagdade (10) Religious & Cultural Co-Vice 

President, Louis Feiges (11) Membership Vice President, Lucy Pramas (10) Communications Vice President, Zelda 

Harmoning (9) 9th  Grade Representative 

 

SPORTY has had a great year! Our Chanu-Craft fundraiser went extremely well, raising over $300 to support 

scholarships that help our youth have fun, learn and development leadership skills through participation in youth 

group. Chanu-Craft included over 65 participants! During our High Holiday food drive, we collected over 4,000 

pounds of food for Neighborhood House. We reflected on the new year with a HaParpar - a hike and moth-style 

storytelling. Around Halloween we took a trip to ValleyScare Amusement Park with over 30 participants.  

Later in the year we organized a Chanukah party and fundraiser for all ages, held an ice skating event, a Thai-Tye-

Tie event, and an Israeli movie night. SPORTY board held a lock-in at the synagogue the night before the Purim 

carnival, arriving early to help Sue set up for the big day. The lock-in featured a program about Purim traditions 

and hamantaschen making led by SPORTY’s Programming Vice President Sadie Wall and Shlicha Tal Dror, as well 

as jumping on bouncy houses and a doing a parachute Havdalah. We are also looking forward to an exciting final 

event on May 18th to welcome 8th graders in SPORTY and introduce the new SPORTY Board of 5780 and to 

participate in the temple-wide Israel Engagement Day as the teen representatives of Mount Zion. SPORTY could 

not have accomplished as much as we have without the support of the Mount Zion community, and of course, we 

are very grateful for all our amazing teens! 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR CONTINUED 

 
Grade 5: Experience Modern Israel 

Grade 6: Israel Matters: Understand the Past – Look to the Future, The Birth of Zionism 

   
Chai School 

Grade 7: Gesher (bridge) program focuses on Mitzvot – highly trained 11th and 12th grade students guided by Anna 

Fox and Rebecca Lubar mentor our 7th grade students as they transition from Lower School to Chai School 

during their B’nei Mitzvah year. 

Grade 8 & 9 Electives – this year’s class selections offered our students a plethora of learning opportunities from a 

wide-range of master teachers. Electives: Conversational Hebrew, Sacred Choices Bet, The Biblical Roots of Jewish 

Comedy, How Israel Became Israel, Speak Truth to Power: How to Fix a Broken World, The Zionist Revolution and its 

Visionary Leaders, Judaism and Science Through a Jewish Lens, Israel Travel, Judaism: Athleticism and Activism. 

Grade 10: Confirmation with Rabbi Spilker – a significant milestone for our teens. 

Grade 11 & 12 Lirdof Tzedek: Persuing Justice in Challenging and Inspiring Times – a twice-monthly social justice 

class addressing pressing issues of our time, in our own community, in the United States, in Israel and beyond 

– developed and facilitated by Jacob Kraus. 

Grade 7-12: Madrichim program coordinated by Rebecca Lubar provides leadership skills to teens while enhancing 

the education for our PreK-Grade 6 students. 

 

Respectfully, 

Sue Summit 
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PARENTS AND TOTS COMMITTEE 
 

Members of Committee:  Hannah Riederer, chair; John Riederer, Sarah Davini, Yvonne Lerew, David Nathan and 

Laura Ford-Nathan, Cantor Jennifer Strauss-Klein 

 

The Committee supports the work of Cantor Strauss-Klein who organizes for Tot Shabbat (held on the second 

Saturday of each month at 10:30 am). This assistance can include setting up for each Tot Shabbat, organizing a potluck 

after the service, and providing a fun craft related to the service for all the children. These have been well-received. 

Tot Shabbat has continued and maintains a loyal core of families as well as new attendees. New guests have been 

enthusiastic about how welcoming the community is and how much their children have enjoyed the activities. 

 

April 2019 update: 

 

Tot Shabbat has been a wonderful experience this year.  Attendance has been consistently good with around 8-14 

families each month.  Most children were 5 and under, although there were a few older children who also attend 

enjoying the service and activities. Tot Shabbat continues to be an entrée to Judaism and Mount Zion membership for 

many of the new young families that attend. For many with young children and early bedtimes, this is one of the only 

services they can partake in as a family. This monthly service keeps them connected to Mount Zion. 

 

This year we also added two new Tot programs at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We had informal craft projects 

and song sessions in the chapel before “processing” to the sanctuary for the more formal Tot service. Two Religious 

School faculty members, song leader Maya Goldbaum and PreK teacher Anna Fox, staffed this event, with a number of 

Parents and Tots parents as “greeters and schmoozers.” Both programs were a great success and well-attended, and 

we plan to repeat both programs next High Holy Days.  

 

Song leader Shana Eisenberg continues to co-lead each monthly Tot Shabbat with a member of the clergy and has 

greatly enhanced the services. We are grateful for the funding of our fantastic song leader who helps run the service 

and teaches the kids new songs each month. 

 

The crafts and activities after the services were very successful this year. Each service has a holiday, Torah parasha 

(weekly portion), or mitzvah theme, and we put together personal care bags for hakarat hatov (giving thanks), made 

beeswax candles for Hanukkah, and made upcycled toilet paper tube birdfeeders for Tu BiSh’vat and ba’al tashchit 

(helping the environment). One of the activity highlights was baking hamentaschen for Purim. We prepared the dough 

ahead of time and groups of kids came in the kitchen to roll the dough, spoon on the filling, and form triangles. We 

baked them without burning them, thanks to Mavis Goldstein, who helped out in the kitchen that day! The activities 

were not only fun but meaningful and engaging and gave the children the opportunity to experience some traditions in 

ways that were memorable for them.   

 

Cantor Strauss-Klein was exceptional in her preparation for the year overall and individual services.  She was 

instrumental in making sure we had the materials for the crafts ready to go.  All of the clergy were energetic as well as 

patient in leading the services. The “big” Shabbatasaurus continues to be a big hit with the children!  They sometimes 

get out of their seats to go give it hugs.  It was fun to see new families have the opportunity to take the smaller 

Shabbatasaurus home for the month. The potluck lunches seemed to improve as the months went on in terms of the 

quantity and quality of food and the set up by the madrichim. Many people seemed to stay for food and conversation. 

Madrichim aides have been instrumental in keeping the services running smoothly with so many small children in 

attendance.  

 

We seemed to do pretty well this year in terms of having returning families as well as having new families attend Tot 

Shabbat.  There was some outreach and publicity via social media, and the chair has sent a personal monthly email 

reminder out to families who had attended in addition to the email sent out by Mount Zion to encourage people to 

attend Tot Shabbat. It was very rewarding to have good-sized groups and such enthusiastic participants every month. 

 

Respectfully, 

Hannah  Riederer 
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BROTHERHOOD 

Officers:   

President: Brian Serle 

Past presidents:  Shel Finver, Richard Newmark, Ira Kipp 

Treasurer: Charles Stander 

VP Bagel Sales: Bruce Noyes 

Vice Presidents: Charles Stander, Charlie Levine, David Epstein, Jeff Summit, Bruce Matza 

 

The Brotherhood has adopted a mission statement, “to promote fellowship for the men of Mount Zion Congregation 

and to provide a Jewishly social, recreational, philanthropic, and educational vehicle.” 

 

As of this writing, many have already registered for Brotherhood’s 8th annual Men's Retreat, to be held May 17-19 

at the Audubon Center of the Northwoods in Sandstone, MN.  Mount Zion men will share a memorable three-day 

weekend filled with spirituality, camaraderie and the enjoyment of nature. In addition to meaningful prayer services, the 

other activities will include biking, boating, swimming, hiking, and a wildlife program. Shai Avny will be our keynote 

speaker, Jonathan Eisenthal will lead worship services, and Phil Goldman will lead us in Rashi study.  Space is still 

available, register on mzion.org. 

 

Brotherhood Shabbat on March 22 honored our 2019 Mensch of the Year, Bruce Matza. The service was 

conducted by the Brotherhood choir and the Guitar Corps.  Other well-attended activities included the Dessert and 

Game Night and the Summer Picnic.  Brotherhood continues to host the congregational Mothers’ (including 

Fathers!) Day Brunch in May, followed later in the month with flag placement at the Mount Zion cemetery honoring 

our Temple’s deceased veterans. Closing out the program year, Brotherhood will conduct its parking fundraiser during 

Grand Old Days in June.  

 

Activities earlier in the year included bicycle rides.  Brotherhood continues to provide manpower and funding for the 

Mount Zion Purim celebration. Brotherhood continued its annual tradition of subsidizing an Erev Shabbat meal 

for families of Religious School Students.  

 

Our Sunday morning bagel sales continue every week that Sunday school is in session. Wi-Fi in the Temple allows 

customers to have bagels and coffee and check their e-mail. Bagel sales have been a real success, helping us to do 

mitzvot and contribute money to Temple activities. 

 

Three years ago, we started a new tradition.  Brotherhood – along with the Women of Mount Zion Temple –give a gift 

of “Mishkan Hanefesh”, our new High Holy Day machzor (prayer book), to all B’nei Mitzvah.  They have really 

appreciated receiving this beautiful and useful gift.  We also give the Bible – Tanach – each year to all confirmation 

students.  We also continue to distribute yellow candles to Mount Zion families, to light at home in memory of the 

victims of the Holocaust. 

 

Last year we were honored to be hosting the biennial International Conference of the Men of Reform Judaism.  Over 

100 men came to the Twin Cities to share in prayer, camaraderie and learning together. 

 

Brotherhood gathers formally once per month, usually on the last Tuesday, September through May, for a business/

social meeting and dinner. These planning sessions are open to our general membership and Mount Zion guests.   We 

look forward to an exciting 2019-2020 program year. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Brian Serle, President 

AFFILIATE BOARDS 
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Our mission is to bring women together to support each other, Mount Zion Temple, the Women of Reform Judaism 

and the greater community through service, education, leadership and fund development.  We accomplish this in a 

variety of ways. 

 

Our goals are to get to know other women, build connections, continue intellectual and spiritual growth and feel a 

sense of fulfillment by participating in meaningful projects.  We also just want to have fun. 

 

Our major fund raiser for is our yearly garage sale, which is one of the best examples of how we fulfil these goals.  

Every year, dozens of people volunteer to help out at some point with the garage sale.  We work very hard to set-up 

the best darn garage sale in the area!  We attract people from across the community to shop and then share what we 

have with other agencies.   

 

We host two other fundraising activities.  Our gift shop is open during religious school hours and on (some) Friday 

evenings.  We carry one of the areas largest selections of Judaica and have a Chanukah and Passover markets which 

attracts buyers from across the Twin Cities. 

 

Our programming varies from year to year.  In September, we had a program called, “Sukkot Under the Stars.”  We 

died fabric to make scarves or shawls, to some of which were added tsit tsit.  We were joined by friends from 

Minneapolis and Chicago to go out for dinner and to see a movie about Supreme Court Judge Ruth Bader Ginsberg. 

 

In October, a group of us went to the Women of Reform Judaism Midwest Convention in Milwaukee.  We met old 

friends and made new ones of women from across five states while we prayed, learned leadership skill, studied and had 

fun.  

 

Twice per year, we host the Red Cross Blood Drive.  We ask volunteers to bring food to feed our donors (our matzo 

ball soup is the best) and to keep them company.   

 

We average about 100 dues paying members per year.  A portion of the dues are sent to the Women of Reform 

Judaism and are used to support the Youth Education and Special Projects (YES) Fund, OSRUI camp, and our Midwest 

District. We are also pleased to continue our financial support to Mount Zion Temple in the areas of religious school, 

youth activities, Oneg, and adult education as well as Our Bodies Our Souls. 

 

We collect food and moneys throughout the year which are donated to the Neighborhood House Food Shelf (which 

was established by the Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society in the 1900s).  There is a matching program for donations in 

March.  Our March Food Drive brought in over 312 pounds of food, totaling 2,664 for 2018-2019 and $7,227 in 

donations for a total of $15,225. 

 

One of our favorite events is our annual winter picnic in February to the Como Conservatory.  We meet, have lunch, 

explore the flowers and enjoy the escape from Minnesota winter. 

 

Looking forward.  Our upcoming year promises to be filled with more service and programming to get women 

together to pray, to learn and just to have fun.   

 

Sincerely, 

Peggy Kipp 

Co-President of the Women of Mount Zion Tmeple 

WOMEN OF MOUNT ZION TEMPLE 
 

 Women of Mount Zion Temple promotes women’s 

leadership through friendship, education, service, fund 

development and social events for Mount Zion Temple, 

Reform Judaism and the greater community. 
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CEMETERY BOARD 
 

Board Chair: Jack Silverman 
 

The Mount Zion Cemetery Committee continues to oversee the bylaws and operations of the cemetery.  We are 

happy to report that the cemetery is in very good shape and has not had any major issues during the past year. 

 

• We believe our finances and investments are in sound shape. Our funds are managed by RBC. During 2018 our 

funds declined by 6.04%. Note from David Upin our investment advisor: As you would imagine, the accounts are down 

for the year (roughly 6%), and as you would also expect, they are down almost precisely what the applicable index is down. 

The silver lining is that after years like this, the market generally rebounds with above average returns the next year. It is my 

belief that your investment policy of 60% stocks, 40% bonds is quite appropriate in this current market environment. 

The committee authorizes up to a 4% yearly withdrawal to cover our maintenance and expenses not covered by 

our income of grave sales and burial fees. While we believe these amounts are sufficient to cover our on-going 

operations for the foreseeable future we will be exploring some possible additional expenses necessary to cover 

long-term maintenance items. This relates to road repairs and the possibility that we may have to remove and 

plant new trees due to the emerald ash borer disease that is affecting much of the area. Regarding the tree issue 

we plan to retain an Arborist to advise us. 

 

• Mount Zion Cemetery also uses funds specifically set up for the beatification of the cemetery and the Bentson 

gardens. We also rely on contributions from congregants and community members to keep the cemetery going.  

Thank you to all who contribute to those funds. 

 

• We had a lengthy discussion regarding security of the cemetery. This is especially relevant since we had some 

homeless people living in the undeveloped section of the cemetery and due to threats and vandalism to Jewish 

cemeteries in other parts of the county. While we have had no known threats to Mount Zion Cemetery we want 

to stay in front of this issue. We are exploring more fencing, new security gates and even camera systems to 

enhance security.  We will select the things that make the most sense and are cost effective. 

 

• CIMS Software, our cemetery electronic management tool, can be accessed from any computer or smart phone. 

There is a link on the Mount Zion website to this service. 

 

• On the Friday prior to Memorial Day weekend a group of volunteers from Brotherhood, the cemetery committee 

and temple members met to place American flags on the graves of Jewish war veterans buried at Mount Zion 

Cemetery. A well-attended memorial service is held in the morning on Memorial Day at the cemetery. 

 

• Special thanks to Larry Solomon and the entire committee. Also special thanks to Ira Kipp, Tom Edelstein and 

Mayda Raffe for their extra help with administrative and maintenance duties. 
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