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Congressman Tom Suozzi Has Had a 
Busy And Productive First 100 Days

Congressman Suozzi was invited to participate in a bipartisan Congressional Delegation 
to Ukraine where he met with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. See story on page 7.

Meng Announces Winner Of  
Congressional Art Contest

Congresswoman Meng congratulating art contest 
winner Amber Sevilla with Sevilla’s winning artwork. 
Also pictured is Sevilla’s dad: A. Redd Sevilla.

WISHES  ALL 

Competition consisted of en-
tries from Queens high school 
students; winner is 11th grader 
from Elmhurst who will have her 
artwork displayed in the U.S. 
Capitol
 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that a 
winner has been selected for her 
annual art contest and earning the 
competition’s top spot is Amber 

Sevilla, an 11th grader from El-
mhurst, Queens.    
     The contest, which consisted of 
entries from Queens high school 
students, is part of “An Artistic 
Discovery,” the national art con-
test held annually by the House 
of Representatives that show-
cases the artwork of students in 
congressional districts all across 

After 10 Years, Community Cuts Ribbon 
On Bellerose Reading Garden

State Senator John Liu joined the school community of PS 133 to celebrate the long-
awaited grand opening of the Bellerose Reading Garden yesterday. The garden, 
which lies adjacent to Bellerose Playground and the PS 133 schoolyard, features a 
variety of tree and shrubbery plantings, colored concrete pavement, benches, and 
game tables. The garden will be used for outdoor instructional activities during 
school hours and open to the public after school until dusk. See story on page 2.
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Meng Announces Winner Of Congressional Art Contest
(Continued from page 1)

the nation.
     Sevilla’s winning piece – along 
with the winning artwork from 
other congressional distr icts 
throughout the United States – 
will now be displayed for one 
year within the halls of the United 
States Capitol in Washington, 
D.C. She and the other winners 
will also be invited to Capitol 
Hill later this month for a special 
ceremony to recognize their ar-
tistic talents. 
     Sevilla placed first in Meng’s 
competition for her artwork en-
titled “2:25 PM” which is an 
acrylic painting of a photo she 
took in April 2023 that depicts 
a relaxed moment with her dad. 
According to Sevilla, the piece 
captures the beauty of mundane 
family moments and highlights 
the extraordinary found in ordi-
nary, everyday experiences with 
family. 
     Sevilla, who turned 17 years old 
the day after winning, currently 
attends the High School of Art 
and Design. She plans to attend 
art college after high school and 
hopes to have a career as an art 
educator or an art curator for a 
museum. 
     Meng announced Sevilla as 
the winner during a reception she 
held for students who submitted 
artwork and their families. All of 
the entries were displayed for the 
event. The congresswoman also 
presented all 28 students who en-
tered – from 18 different schools – 
with certificates of congressional 
recognition.
     “I thank Amber Sevilla for 
entering my art contest and I’m 
thrilled to congratulate her for 
winning this year’s competition,” 

said Congresswoman Meng. “The 
artistic talent shown by the young 
artists who took part in the contest 
is outstanding, and every year 
I continue to be impressed and 
inspired by the amazing creativity 
that goes into all of the artwork. I 
commend each and every student 
who participated and I’m excited 
that Amber’s winning piece will 
be recognized and displayed in 
the Capitol for lawmakers, visi-
tors and maybe even the President 
to see.”
     “It’s such an honor to be chosen 
as the winner of Congresswoman 
Meng’s congressional art compe-
tition! I was absolutely thrilled 
when I found out that I won, and 
I’m so excited to soon see my 
work hanging in the United States 
Capitol, said Amber Sevilla. 
“I’m extremely grateful to Isa-
bella Bustamante, the Director of 
Teen Art Salon – which provides 
programs to local teens who are 
passionate about the arts – for en-
couraging me to enter the contest. 
I also thank my other art teach-
ers, James Harrington, Ashton 
Agbomenou and Laura Blau for 
helping me hone my skills. I was 
born and raised in Queens, and it 
means so much to me to be able 
to give back to and represent my 
community in Elmhurst. In the 
future, I want to be a supportive, 
caring and skilled art teacher, just 
like those who have always been 
by my side throughout my artistic 
studies in school, and winning 
first place in this competition is 
such an encouraging step in that 
journey.”
     In addition to Sevilla’s first 
place award, Meng announced 
the second and two third place 
winners whose artwork will be 
displayed for one year in the Con-

gresswoman’s Northeast Queens 
office. They include: 
•    Second Place Winner
Connie Lin from Flushing who 
attends LaGuardia High School 
for her piece titled “Ode to Mama 
(Grandma).”
•    First Third Place Winner     
Ester Pinari, a student at the 
Windsor School in Flushing for 
her entry named “Eclipse of 
Eternity.” 
•    Second Third Place Winner 
Caitlin Lee, a student at Bayside 
High School for her ar twork 
called “Cards Among Compan-
ions.”
     The judges consisted of an 
outside panel with backgrounds 
in art and included:
•    Daniel Bamba: Director of Arts 
Services at Flushing Town Hall
•    Julia del Palacio, Ph.D.: Direc-
tor of Strategic Partnerships and 
Development at Queens College
•    Lindsey Berfond: Assistant 
Curator at the Queens Museum
•    Faustino Quintanilla: Execu-
tive Director at the Queens Com-
munity College Art Gallery 
     Allowable mediums for the 
contest included paintings, col-
lages, drawings, prints, mixed 
media, computer-generated art 
and photographs. The competi-
tion was open to all high school 
students residing or attending 
school in New York’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. 
     The Artistic Discovery con-
test was launched in 1982 for 
Members of Congress to show-
case the artistic work of high 
school students from around the  
nation. Since it began, hundreds 
of thousands of high school stu-
dents from throughout the United 
States have participated in the 
competition.

After 10 Years, Community Cuts Ribbon 
On Bellerose Reading Garden

     Although funding for the 
project was announced in 2014, 
a lack of collaboration resulted 
in the project stalling until 2019 
when Senator Liu took office 
and worked with the State Dor-
mitory Authority, NYC Parks  
Department, PS 133, and the Bel-
lerose Civic Association to set the 
project on a path to completion. 
Once the state funding was se-
cured in 2019, design work began 
in 2020, and after pandemic-
related delays, construction started 
last year. 
     State Senator John Liu stated, 
“Good things come to those who 
wait, and after 10 years, we are 
overjoyed to cut the ribbon of 
one the finest examples of what’s 
possible when our community 
comes together. This project was 
a top priority for my office and 
it is incredibly gratifying to cel-
ebrate its completion today. The 
Bellerose Reading Garden will 
offer a unique learning environ-
ment for our school children, and 
provide our community members 
including many senior citizens in 
the area with a peaceful spot in the 
neighborhood to sit back and enjoy 
a good book. Much thanks to the 
Parks Department, Bellerose Civic 
Association, Community Board 
13, and especially the collective 

voices of our children, families, 
teachers, staff and principals here 
at PS 133, who came together to 
make it happen.”
     Since taking office in 2019, 
Senator Liu represented Bellerose 
in the 11th District until last year 
when he was redistricted into the 
16th Senatorial District. The area 
is now represented by Senator 
Toby Ann Stavisky. 
     State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky 
stated, “I am delighted that this 
project has finally become a real-
ity. I know that the entire commu-
nity, from the students at PS 133 
to the members of the Bellerose 
Commonwealth Civic Association 
will enjoy the reading garden.”
     NYC Parks Queens Borough 
Commissioner Jackie Langsam 
stated, “We are thrilled to open the 
Bellerose Reading Garden, which 
will serve as a serene and inviting 
outdoor classroom for P.S. 133 stu-
dents and local community mem-
bers. Bellerose Playground is an 
important space for recreation in 
the community, and we are grate-
ful to Senator Liu for contributing 
to this project and for his continued 
support of our borough’s parks.”
     Principal of PS 133 Matthew 
Paolano stated, “I am just happy 
to be part of this celebration that 
I know the community has long 
awaited for. This space, that is 
now this beautiful reading garden, 

is now one that residents of the 
community of Bellerose can truly 
enjoy and be proud of. I know this 
project has taken much longer than 
anyone had anticipated, but as they 
say, good things come to those who 
wait. On behalf of P.S. 133, I am 
just elated that our students and 
staff are provided with the ability 
to use this space to support their 
social and emotional well-being 
in a positive manner, as well as 
utilize the space to enhance daily 
instruction. Students have already 
read poems to one another here, 
read independently, as well as 
play chess on these beautiful new 
tables. Three principals have seen 
this project from beginning to end, 
and I know all we wanted was for 
it to be a space that all constituents 
of the Bellerose Community could 
enjoy together.”
     Lourdes Villanueva Hartrick, 
President of the Bellerose Com-
monwealth Civic Association, 
stated, “This is a great example for 
our kids of what is possible when 
you are persistent and you never 
give up. Even though sometimes it 
takes a long time, if you stay true 
to what you want and what you 
believe in, you can make it happen. 
We are so grateful to our leaders 
that we finally have this beautiful 
space where our kids and our com-
munity can read, play chess and be 
with our children.”
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     Stressing the impact that con-
gestion pricing would have had 
on outer borough residents and 
small businesses, Assemblyman 
William Colton (D—Gravesend, 
Bensonhurst, Bath Beach and 
Dyker Heights) is applauding New 
York Governor Kathy Hochul for 
having paused the start of the con-
troversial congestion pricing plan, 
that would have imposed tolls on 
most drivers inside a large portion 
of Manhattan.
     The plan, which has been 
moving forward despite objec-
tions from many in the boroughs 
outside Manhattan, was expected 
to begin on June 30, placing tolls 
on drivers on or below 60th Street 
in the central business district as a 
way of reducing traffic, lowering 
emissions and also raising money 
for improving mass transit. Gov-
ernor Hochul cited “unintended 
consequences” for her move.
     “It is precisely those unin-

Assemblyman Colton Praises Governor Hochul For Delaying 
Implementation of Congestion Pricing

tended consequences that most 
concern me so I am truly grateful 
to Governor Hochul for pausing 
congestion pricing,” said Assem-
blyman Colton. “She has shown 
real leadership and thoughtfulness 
in making this move. So many 
of my constituents – including 
many immigrant families -- and 
proprietors of small businesses 
across the outer boroughs, would 
be harmed by congestion pricing, 
because of the additional expense 
it would impose upon them as 
they go about their daily lives. 
Unlike Manhattan residents, for 
whom public transportation is just 
around the corner, many residents 
of the outer boroughs have to 
travel simply to get to the subway 
or bus lines that would take them 
into Manhattan, where they must 
go to work, visit doctors or spend 
time with family members. Mak-
ing driving even more expensive 
for them – at a time when they are 

already struggling with inflation 
– would put an undue burden on 
them when they can ill afford it.”
     The implementation of conges-
tion pricing would have meant 
the imposition of tolls on cars 
and trucks entering the area of 
Manhattan below Central Park, 
except for those traveling solely 
on the FDR Drive or the West Side 
Highway/West Street, or entering 
the latter directly from the Hugh 
L. Carey Tunnel. Cars utilizing 
any other roadway, even for short 
distances, would have been as-
sessed a daily charge of $15 be-
tween 5 a.m. and 9 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 9 a.m. through 
9 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays; 
trucks would have been charged 
between $24 and $36 for entering 
the area at those times, with a dif-
ferent fee structure imposed upon 
motorcycles, taxis and ride share 
vehicles. Lower tolls would have 
been imposed at other times.

     I applaud Governor Hochul’s 
decision to “indefinitely pause” 
New York’s congestion pricing 
program. It has been hard for New 
Yorkers to bounce back since the 
pandemic. The Governor realized 
that economically, congestion pric-
ing would take an unnecessary toll 
on our residents that travel into 
Manhattan. My district is a transit 

Assemblyman David Weprin’s Statement on  
Congestion Pricing

desert, and my neighbors – senior 
citizens, small business owners, and 
middle class families – would not 
have been able to afford this tax to 
fund the MTA, an unaccountable 
and untrustworthy caretaker of 
the public’s funds. The financial 
burdens associated with conges-
tion pricing would have shut down 
businesses across New York City or 

forced them to pass on the added 
costs to consumers. 
     I have been opposed to the 
implementation of congestion pric-
ing since it was first proposed in 
2007 and I have not wavered. I have 
been one of the most vocal critics of 
congestion pricing during my time 
in both the New York City Council 
and the New York State Assembly. 

Legislation Advanced by AG 
James will Limit Social Media 
Features Harmful to Teen Men-
tal Health, Prevent Collection of 
Children’s Personal Data  

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James applauded the leg-
islative passage of two historic 
bills to protect children online 
and address the youth mental 
health crisis fueled by social 
media. The bills, sponsored by 
Senator Andrew Gounardes and 
Assemblymember Nily Rozic, and 
advanced by Attorney General 
James in October 2023, will pro-
tect children by prohibiting online 
sites from collecting and sharing 
their personal data and limiting 
addictive features of social media 
platforms that are known to harm 
their mental health and develop-
ment. The nation-leading legisla-
tion will serve as a model for other 
states to follow as governments 
work to curb the most dangerous 
aspects of social media to protect 
children online.  
     “Our children are enduring a 
mental health crisis, and social 
media is fueling the fire and 
profiting from the epidemic,” 
said Attorney General James. 
“The legislation my team worked 
on and supported along with bill 
sponsors Senator Gounardes and 
Assemblymember Rozic will help 
address the addictive features 
that have made social media so 
insidious and anxiety-producing. I 
applaud Governor Hochul, Senate 
Majority Leader Stewart-Cous-
ins, Assembly Speaker Heastie, 
and the legislative majorities for 
supporting this legislation and for 
agreeing that protecting children’s 

mental health must be a top prior-
ity. New York state is once again 
leading the nation, and I hope 
other states will follow suit and 
pass legislation to protect children 
and put their mental health above 
big tech companies’ profits.” 
     Multiple studies have found 
a link between excessive social 
media use, poor sleep quality, and 
poor mental health among young 
people. Algorithmic feeds, which 
are designed to harness personal 
data to serve users content to keep 
them on the platform for as long 
as possible, have increased the 
addictive nature of social media 
platforms and heightened the risk 
to young users’ wellbeing. Other 
research has shown that adoles-
cents who spend more than three 
hours per day on social media face 
double the risk of experiencing 
poor mental health outcomes, 
including symptoms of depres-
sion and anxiety. Additionally, 
children are vulnerable to having 
their location and other personal 
data tracked, shared, and sold 
online. This data, which is used 
without consent and often without 
knowledge, fuels a multi-billion 
dollar advertising industry tar-
geted at minors. Moreover, that 
data is at greater risk of falling 
into the wrong hands, including 
human traffickers and others who 
might prey on young people.   
     “New York is leading the nation 
to protect our kids from addictive 
social media feeds and shield 
their personal data from preda-
tory companies,” said New York 
Governor Kathy Hochul. “To-
gether, we’ve taken a historic step 
forward in our efforts to address 
the youth mental health crisis and 

create a safer digital environment 
for young people. I am grateful to 
Attorney General James and bill 
sponsors Senator Gounardes and 
Assemblymember Rozic for their 
vital partnership in advancing this 
transformative legislation.”
     “As we navigate the threats 
social media poses to our youth 
in today’s ever-evolving techno-
logical landscape, I’m proud that, 
under my leadership, the Senate 
Majority created the Senate’s 
Internet and Technology Commit-
tee to focus on these issues,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins. “I thank Attor-
ney General Letitia James and Bill 
Sponsor Senator Gounardes for 
their diligent work on this legisla-
tion and collaborating with stake-
holders and colleagues to reach 
an agreement that best supports 
our youth in achieving healthier 
social media usage. Together, we 
will continue to take all necessary 
actions to protect the mental well-
being of our children.”
     “As technology evolves, so 
must the ways we protect our kids 
from harm – both on and offline,” 
said Speaker Carl Heastie. “These 
bills will give parents the tools to 
help protect kids from predatory 
practices that impact their mental 
health by eliminating the addic-
tive personalized feeds and will 
make online privacy the default 
for New York’s children, prevent-
ing companies from collecting 
and using their data. Thank you to 
our Assembly sponsor Nily Rozic 
and to Governor Kathy Hochul, 
Attorney General Letitia James 
and our partners in the Senate 

Attorney General James Applauds Passage of Legislation to 
Protect Children Online   

$10 million in Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative funding secured 
for LIC

     Following Governor Hochul’s 
February 2024 announcement that 
Long Island City will receive a $10 
million grant through New York 
State’s Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative (DRI), Queens Borough 
President Donovan Richards Jr. 
and the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce today announced the launch 
of the public planning process 
to determine how that funding 
should be allocated.
     “Long Island City has been 
a shining symbol of Queens’ 
economic growth in recent years, 
but it is critical we ensure that 
growth is equitable and benefi-
cial to every family who proudly 
calls this community home,” said 
Borough President RICHARDS. 
“I am proud to have this $10 mil-
lion grant through the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative program 
and I’m excited to work with our 
neighbors on projects that will fur-
ther improve this neighborhood.”
     “Vibrant downtowns with 
bustling commercial corridors are 
a sign of thriving communities. 
We are delighted that the State has 
allocated $10 million to the Long 
Island City Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative, and we invite 
members of the community to 
come forward with ideas on how 
to spend this money in a way that 
will make the neighborhood an 
even better place to live, work and 
play,” said Queens Chamber Presi-
dent and CEO TOM GRECH. “I 
am looking forward to serving as 
co-chair with Borough President 
Richards on this initiative and 
seeing what ideas the brilliant, 
creative people of Long Island 
City come up with!”
     The open call for project pro-
posals is open to any organiza-
tion or individual with ideas for 
projects that would strengthen 
the community’s commercial cor-
ridors. This open call will include 
a pair of public workshops to allow 
Long Island City residents to learn 
about the DRI and put forth their 
proposals, as well as an online 

community survey. 
     The first public workshop will 
take place this Thursday, June 
13, from 6pm to 8pm at MoMA 
PS1, located at 46-01 21st Street 
in Long Island City. Public pre-
registration is not required. The 
date and location of the second 
public workshop, as well as a pair 
of local outreach events, will be 
announced in the coming weeks.
     Individuals interested in sub-
mitting proposals can do so online 
at www.licdri.com beginning on 
Thursday, June 13 after the con-
clusion of that evening’s public 
workshop.
     Project submissions will first 
be evaluated by the LIC DRI Local 
Planning Committee — a group 
of community leaders appointed 
by the State and co-chaired by 
Borough President Richards and 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Tom Grech 
— leading to the development of a 
Strategic Investment Plan and the 
State’s selection of projects to fund 
through the $10 million grant.
     Meetings of the Far Rockaway 
LPC are also open to the public. 
Click here for a full list of upcom-
ing events, which will be updated 
as more dates and locations are 
announced.
     The public submission process 
is open now and will close on Fri-
day, August 2. To be eligible for 
consideration, proposals should be 
geared toward:
•    Streetscape, wayfinding and 
transportation improvements.
•    New and upgraded parks, 
plazas, green infrastructure or 
public art.
•    The development or redevelop-
ment of property for mixed-use, 
commercial, residential, not-for-
profit or public uses that will be 
catalyst for job creation, housing 
production or community service 
expansion.
•    Downtown branding and com-
munity marketing. 
     Property acquisition, expenses 
relating to existing programs and 
expenses related to an organiza-
tion’s operations and maintenance 
are not eligible to receive funding 
through the DRI program.

QBP Richards, Queens Chamber Of 
Commerce Announce Long Island City 

Improvement Planning Open Call 

Money Will Help Young New 
Yorkers Quit Vaping and Support 
Anti-Vaping Programs
 
     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today distributed 
$27.1 million to New York City 
from a historic $462 million mul-
tistate settlement that she secured 
from JUUL Labs Inc. (JUUL) 
for its role in the youth vaping 
epidemic that led to a dangerous 
rise in underage e-cigarette use 
nationwide. New York state will 
receive a total of $112.7 million 
through this settlement, which 
Attorney General James will dis-
tribute to every county, Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services 
(BOCES), and the five largest cit-
ies in the state to support programs 
that will help reduce and prevent 
underage vaping.

     The funds will be split be-
tween the city and the New 
York City School District, with 
$12,192,627.67 from the set-
tlement going to the city and 
$14,972,656.67 going to the school 
district.
     “JUUL created a nationwide 
public health crisis by spark-
ing a wave of addiction among 
children,” said Attorney General 
James. “Young people are suf-
fering because JUUL built its 
business by marketing addictive 
e-cigarettes to kids. Thanks to our 
efforts to hold JUUL accountable, 
New York City will receive over 
$27 million for valuable programs 
to fight back against the youth 
vaping epidemic. Our children’s 
health is on the line, and these 

Attorney General James Distributes 
$27.1 Million to New York City to  
Combat Youth Vaping Epidemic 
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It’s In Queens!  
(June 14 to June 20)

Queens is bubbling with June-
teenth events – i.e. Gospel, Jazz, 
art unveilings, spoken word 
-- as the national holiday ap-
proaches. Other options include 
Shakespeare, comedy, Pride, 
outdoor movies, and bandanas. 
Yes, bandanas.  

•    June 14, The Legendary In-
gramettes, 7:15 pm. The First 
Family of Gospel offers harmo-
nies and gospel vocals backed by 
a rhythm section. Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
•    June 14, Queens Rising Week-
end Performance Series, June 16. 
Here’s the lineup: Guachinangos 
(Cumbia and Mexican Jarocho on 
June 14 at 7 pm); Samuel Torres: 
Alegria (Latin Jazz on June 15 at 
6 pm); and Terraza Big Band (Jazz 
on June 16 at 4 pm). Terraza 77, 
40-19 Gleane St., Elmhurst.
•    June 14, Dana Tai Soon Burgess 
Dance Company, June 15. This 
troupe premieres site-specific 
choreography inspired by the 
form, texture, and colors of ex-
hibiting artist Toshiko Takaezu’s 
glazed ceramic forms. Shows are 
at 11:30 pm, 1 pm, and 2:30 pm on 
both days. The Noguchi Museum, 
09-01 33rd Rd., Long Island City.
•    June 14, SunnyPride, 6 pm. A 
vibrant showcase of entertainment 
and a makers market. Lowery 
Plaza, 46th Street and Queens 
Boulevard, Sunnyside.
•    June 15, Juneteenth Reopening 
Celebration, 1 pm. Explore a new 
permanent exhibition, participate 
in hands-on sculpture, painting, 
collage, and ceramics workshops, 
watch the Elite Marching Band, 
and join an African drum and 
dance circle with FANIKE. Lewis 
Latimer House Museum, 34-41 
137th St., Flushing.
•    June 15, Forest Park Centen-
nial Celebration, 11 am. A day of 
games, art, carousel rides, and 
crafts. Queens Symphony Orches-
tra plays patriotic tunes at 5 pm. 
George Seuffert Sr. Bandshell, 
Forest Park.
•    June 15, Garden Concert, 3 pm. 
Renowned musician, composer, 
conductor, and arranger Wycliffe 
Gordon offers the season’s first 
garden concert. Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, 34-56 107th St., 
Corona.
•    June 15, Finding Nemo, 7 pm. 
An outdoor screening of this ani-
mation about a young clownfish, 
who is unexpectedly taken from 
his Great Barrier Reef home to 
a dentist’s office aquarium. His 
worrisome father and a friendly 
but forgetful regal blue tang fish 
bring him home among vegetar-
ian sharks, surfer dude turtles, 
hypnotic jellyfish, and hungry 
seagulls. Queens Botanical Gar-
den, 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
•    June 15, Anniversary Concert, 
8 pm. A tribute to two Greek com-
posers on the 30th anniversary 
of Manos Hatzidakis’s death and 
the first anniversary of Yannis 
Markopoulos’s passing. Greek 
Cultural Center, 26-80 30th St., 

Astoria
•    June 15, Shakespeare Faire, 
noon. Enjoy scenes from the 
Bard’s famous plays and perhaps 
participate in the Shakespeare 
Insult Contest. Wear a costume 
and expect surprises. Rain date: 
June 16. Kew Gardens Cinemas 
Park, Austin Street off Lefferts 
Boulevard.
•    June 15, Queer Comedy Show 
II, 7:30 pm. Keenan Steiner hosts 
a night of stand-up with at least 
four experienced jokesters. QED, 
27-16 23rd Ave., Astoria.
•    June 15, Fifth Anniversary 
Showcase, 7 pm. FoHi Improv 
presents a night of – what else? – 
improvisation. American Legion 
Hall, 107-15 Metropolitan Ave., 
Forest Hills.
•    June 15, Middle Class Money, 
Honey & Grownups, 2:30 pm. 
Two documentaries by Manfred 
Kirchheimer screen. Middle Class 
Money, Honey explores money’s 
effect on identity. Grownups 
reflects on life’s milestones. Mu-
seum of the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts 
District. 
•    June 15, New York Mandolin 
Ensemble Concert, 2 pm. The 
eight-member, eclectic group 
seeks to expand the traditional 
boundaries of mandolin music. 
Maple Grove Cemetery, 127-15 
Kew Gardens Rd.
•    June 15, Jamaica Dance Fes-
tival, Week III, 7 pm. Free per-
formances by Ballet Inc., Nélida 
Tirado Flamenco/Arte 718, and 
Thomas/Ortiz Dance. Rufus King 
Park, vicinity of Jamaica Avenue, 
89th Avenue, 150th Street and 
153rd Street. 
•    June 16, K-Pop Day, 2 pm. A 
meet-and-greet with Jung Dae 
Hyun, the main vocalist in the 
six-member B.A.P, the first K-Pop 
group to perform in Times Square. 
The Shops at Skyview, 40-24 Col-
lege Point Blvd., Flushing.
•    June 16, Secret Eats of Astoria, 
Noon. The New York Adventure 
Club and licensed tour guide Su-
san Mills Birnbaum explore and 
taste their way through Astoria. 
Get meeting spot upon registra-
tion.
•    June 16, Tony Awards Watch 
Party, 7:30 pm. Broadway Bods, 
a nonprofit theater company that 
promotes larger performers, turns 

this television program into an 
experience with laughs, costumes, 
and trivia. QED, 27-16 23rd Ave., 
Astoria.
•    June 18, Fashion Bandana 
Workshop, 1:30 pm. Artist Phyllis 
Ger teaches how to express one-
self through accessories. Voelker 
Orth Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing.
•    June 18, The Invaders, 7 pm. 
The world premiere reading of a 
play about the Freedom Summer 
Project of 1964, a voter registra-
tion effort in segregated Missis-
sippi. Queens College student 
Andrew Goodman was one of 
several activists murdered by the 
KKK during this effort. Queens 
College’s Goldstein Theatre, 153-
49 Reeves Ave., Flushing.
•    June 19, The Comedy of Er-
rors, 6:30 pm. The Public The-
ater’s Mobile Unit performs this 
Shakespeare classic about two 
sets of twins separated by stormy 
seas as they overcome a baffling 
case of mistaken identity. Travers 
Park, 78th Street and 34th Avenue, 
Jackson Heights.
•    June 19, Juneteenth In Our 
Words, 7:30 pm. 2023 BRIC 
Brooklyn Grand Slam winner 
Jasmine “JRose” Rosario leads a 
spoken word event featuring Je-
rome Heka, Keys Will, Unique on 
Purpose, and Divine Wordsmith. 
Shenna Vaughn creates visuals on 
canvas with live painting, while 
DJ Tam Jams brings the music. 
Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 
153-10 Jamaica Ave.
•    June 19, Juneteenth Celebra-
tion, 2 pm. The Queens Historical 
Society presents food and enter-
tainment by the backyard Weep-
ing Beach. Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing.
•    June 20, Citi Field Carnival, 
June 23. Dreamland Amusements 
presents this outdoor, family-
friendly festival with everything 
from kiddie rides to scary jaunts 
along with delicious food (funnel 
cake!), games, and general excite-
ment. Citi Field, 120-20 Roosevelt 
Ave.
•    June 20, Summer Solstice, 
4:30 pm. Celebrate the solstice 
with workshops, performances, 
and music that reflect on land and 
nature. Free. Socrates Sculpture 
Center, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City.

FTH Ingramettes 

     Congressman Tom Suozzi (D 
- Long Island, Queens), who was 
nicknamed “Mr. Salt” by Crain’s 
New York Business for “his sin-
gle-minded devotion to the issue,” 
has again been named a Co-Chair 
of the House SALT Caucus. SALT 
stands for the state and local tax 
deduction. The group is dedicated 
to relief from the $10,000 limit on 
the federal deduction for state and 
local taxes that was passed in 2017.
     “I have four priorities in 
Congress: 1) bring ‘order to the 
border,’ 2) bring money back to 
the district, 3) try and heal some of 
the partisan divides, and 4) restore 
the SALT deduction,” said Suozzi.
     The Congressman warned that 
the biggest battle for SALT resto-
ration is yet to come. The 2017 bill 
that capped the SALT deduction at 
$10,000 is set to expire next year, 
in 2025.
     Suozzi warned that President 
Trump and the Republican major-
ity threaten to eliminate the SALT 
deduction entirely if they take 
control. We must start preparing 
now to reinstate the entire SALT 
deduction.
     The cap on SALT deduction 
was “a punch in the gut” and 
“double taxation” for Long Island 
and Queens residents. Suozzi re-
minded us that SALT has been a 
staple of the federal tax code for 
more than 100 years.
     “It was one of the original 

“Mr. SALT” Tom Suozzi Returns as 
SALT Caucus Co-Chair

federal tax deductions when the 
income tax was first established 
in 1913. Congress realized that it 
was inherently unfair to penalize 
Americans by requiring them 
to pay taxes on taxes they had 
already paid,” Suozzi explained.
     Since the summer of 2017, 
when Republicans first floated the 
idea that their new tax reform bill 
would cap the SALT deduction, 
Tom Suozzi has taken the lead in 
protecting and preserving it in the 
House of Representatives. 
     During the last several years, 
because of his persistence, the 
House passed, with bipartisan 
support, three separate Suozzi 
bills to restore the SALT deduc-
tion. Unfortunately, the bills were 
always blocked by Republicans in 
the Senate.
     Suozzi returns to Co-Chair the 
caucus he first formed in April 
2021 with Democrat Josh Got-
theimer (NJ-5), Republican Mi-
chele Steel (CA-48), Republican 
Andrew Garbarino (NY-2), and 29 
other bipartisan members.
     Suozzi left Congress at the 
end of the last session, 2022, and 
returned after winning last Febru-
ary’s special election to replace the 
expelled George Santos in the 3rd 
congressional district.
     “I will not rest until this un-
fair burden on New Yorkers is 
removed and the SALT deduction 
is restored,” he said.

New Business Supported by the 
NY Social Equity Cannabis In-
vestment Fund,
Headed by Justice-Impacted 
Licensee
 
     NY Elite Cannabis, a New 
York State-licensed cannabis 
dispensary, is open for business 
at 42-15 Bell Blvd, in Queens. The 
dispensary will be open 11-8 every 
day and will have a grand opening 
on June 20.
     Owned by Carson Grant, a 
Jamaican immigrant who moved 
to Hollis, Queens as a child, the 
dispensary is supported by the 
New York Cannabis Social Eq-
uity Investment Fund, a Public-
Private Fund created to provide 
opportunities for justice-involved 
individuals who have received 
a Conditional Adult-Use Retail 
Dispensary (CAURD) license 
from the State Office of Cannabis 
Management. 
     Grant was educated in the 
Queens publ ic schools and 
Queensborough Community Col-

lege, and has owned a retail pack-
aging and shipping business in 
Queens and an online business 
selling collectibles, among other 
ventures.
     Grant said, “Queens is my 
home, I love it with all my heart 
and I want to give back to my com-
munity. I’m truly grateful for this 
life-changing opportunity, and I 
look forward to building a team 
who will be thrilled to educate 
others about the various products 
and uses of cannabis.”
     The dispensary will carry a full 
variety of products that are tested 
to emphasize public health and 
safety for adult use. Customers can 
place orders for pickup or delivery 
through the store’s website, https://
nyelitecannabis.com, where more 
information can be found about the 
store and its offerings. 
     More information about the 
New York State Cannabis Social 
Equity Fund, and the entrepre-
neurs who are partnering with the 
Fund, can be found at https://www.
dasny.org/Cannabis.

State-Approved Cannabis Dispensary 
Opens in Queens

funds will be used for education, 
prevention, enforcement, and 
research to keep our kids safe.”
     After JUUL launched in 2015, 
e-cigarette use by New York City 
high school students increased 
three-fold from 8.1 percent in 2014 
to 23.5 percent by 2018. By 2019, 
the proliferation of vaping led 
to a national outbreak of severe 

vaping-related illnesses, with 
more than 2,500 hospitalizations. 
In October 2019, a 17-year-old 
male from the Bronx died due to 
a vaping-related illness, making 
him the first reported vaping-
related fatality in New York, and 
the youngest vaping-related fatal-
ity in the United States.
     In November 2019, Attorney 

Attorney General James Distributes 
$27.1 Million to New York City to  
Combat Youth Vaping Epidemic
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only

For the Week of ... 6/13/24 - 6/19/24

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You ca n  pick  up  va lu able  
information if you listen to those 
with more experience. Your ideas 
may be a little ahead of their time. 
Your lucky numbers are 3,8,7.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Your ability to charm others will 
put you in the limelight at social 
functions. You may want to get 
involved in some kind of creative 
group. Your lucky numbers are 
6,3,4.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Your efforts will be rewarded 
handsomely. Unexpected bills 
will leave you a little short. You 
may attract attention if you get 
out socially. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,9,5.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Family trips or projects should be 
on your mind. Relatives will not 
agree with the way you are dealing 
with your personal problems. Your 
lucky numbers are 9,3,2.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Catch up on correspondence. 
Don’t forget that your budget 
is limited right now. Don’t be 
critical or overly opinionated with 
dislikes. Your lucky numbers are 
1,3,7.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Take a look at the renovations  
that are necessary and try to  
f ind the cheapest way to get 
things done. Your lucky numbers  
are 8,5,4.

TRY AND FIND

Adidas
Airwalk
Avia
Birkenstock
Clogs

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Sudoku and crosswords online..  
Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Asian aquatic plant
6. Outstanding
10. Flying mammals
14. Love intensely
15. Dugout shelter
16. Wicked
17. Metric unit of length
18. Metal money
19. Citrus fruit
20. Attacking
22. Deposited
23. Damp
24. Territories
25. Flower holder
29. Changed
31. Monkshood
33. A young unmarried woman
37. Grab
38. Give
39. Breed of dog
41. Transgressing
42. Confined to certain regions
44. “Oh dear!”
45. Growing old
48. This day
50. Pear type
51. Inexhaustibly
56. Shrub
57. Celestial bear
58. Abscond
59. Chills and fever
60. Fortune teller
61. Spooky
62. Sow
63. Steer
64. Kind of whale

DOWN
1. Holy man
2. Lyric poems
3. Kiddies
4. Fertilizer component
5. Type of body fluid
6. To the touch
7. Double-reed player
8. Not in cursive
9. Croon
10. Deadly nightshade
11. Birdlike
12. Shy
13. Sleighs
21. Despised
24. Tart yellow fruit
25. Huge
26. Skin disease
27. Fly high
28. Dug in
30. Extreme
32. Sugarcoating
34. Travel on water by wind
35. European volcano
36. Limbs
40. Pensioner
41. Firearm
43. Choice bit
45. Old Jewish scholars
46. Hollow out
47. Put out
49. Affirmatives
51. Backside
52. Stair
53. Arid
54. Den
55. Primordial matter

Doc Martens
High Heels
Hush Puppies
Keds
Loafers

Nike
Platforms
Pumps
Reebock
Rockport

Skechers
Sneakers
Steve Madden
Teva
Vans

QueensTimes.com
Read Our Paper Online and Play Sudoku 
and crossword puzzles online

“Sudoku”

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You can come into money; how-
ever, perhaps not under the best 
circumstances. Take a close look 
at documents be fore signing on 
the dotted line. Your lucky num-
bers are 1,9,4.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Think about making a career 
move. You will find that social 
activities will lead to a good busi-
ness opportunity. Don’t neglected 
your mate. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,3,2.

GEMINI 
(May 22 -June 21)
Go out with friends. Eliminate sit-
uations that are no longer to your 
advantage. Travel will initiate new 
friendships or love connections. 
Your lucky numbers are 5,8,3.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Strength will come from your 
ability to overtake just about any 
one. Put your thoughts into some 
trendy new ideas. You need a 
change at home. Your lucky num-
bers are 6,9,2.

LEO 
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
You are best not to confront situ-
ations that deal with in-laws or 
relatives. Correspondence may 
not clear up issues. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,5,7.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Entertain in your home this week. 
You will be a bit of a spendthrift 
this week. Be concerned about 
new business ideas. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,9,2.

Read Our Paper Online 
 www.queenstimes.com

•   the typical wave height from 
Pacific tsunami is between 6 - 9 
metres
•   the word ‘lethologica’ describes 
the state of not being able to re-
member the word you want
•   everyday, more money is 
printed for Monopoly sets than for 
the U.S. Treasury
•   wearing headphones for just an 
hour will increase the bacteria in 
your ear by 700 times
•   55% of all movies are rated R
•   there are 2 chickens for every 
person
•   80% of burglaries are commit-
ted by people aged 13-21
•   half of all crimes are committed 
by people under the age of 18
•   half of all crimes are committed 
by people under the age of 18
•   Shakespeare invented the words 
‘assassination’ and ‘bump’
•   there are a million ants for every 
person on Earth
•   over 100 people choke to death 
on ballpoint pens each year
•   new born babies have 350 bones 
(by age 5 the amount of bones 
merges to 206)
•   there is no proof as to who built 
the Taj Mahal
•   The sixth sick sheik’s sixth 
sheep’s sick’ is said to be the 
toughest tongue twister
•   that in the 17th century the value 
of pi was known to 35 decimal 
places (today to 1.2411 trillion)
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Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

To read GIA online in English and Italian  
Visit www.giamondo.com

The Brave Justice Summer In-
ternship Program Set To Run 
Until August 2 
Aims To Provide 64 Interns 
With Hands-On Experience 
And Valuable Insights Into The 
Legal Field 
 
     Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz welcomed 64 
law school and college students 
for the star t of an enriching 
nine-week summer internship 
program.  
     District Attorney Melinda 
Katz said: “We are happy to bring 
on board this bright and diverse 
group of interns to spend the 
summer gaining invaluable ex-
perience learning about the inner 
workings of the criminal justice 
system. Working on behalf of the 
people of Queens is a tremendous 
responsibility and we hope this 
program serves as a springboard 
for a career in the justice system.”  
     The program, known as the 
Brave Justice Summer Internship, 
not only offers a unique opportu-

District Attorney Katz Welcomes Summer Interns 

nity for the interns to gain prac-
tical knowledge but also serves 
as a stepping stone for aspiring 
prosecutors.  
     The intern class consists of 49 
law students -- 40 2L and nine 1L 
students -- from 22 law schools 
across the country including the 
University of Wisconsin, Univer-

sity of New Hampshire, Western 
New England University, Tulane 
University, St. John’s University 
and Cardozo School of Law.  
     Fifteen undergraduate interns 
from 12 schools including New 
York University, Iona Univer-

AM Kim Leads Community Vigil For Quintus Chen, 3-Year 
Old Boy Struck And Killed by Hit-And-Run Driver

L-R) Members of Families for Safe Streets, Assemblymember 
Ron Kim, Jimmy Chen, his attorney Steve Vaccaro, 
and more members from Families for Safe Streets

     Assemblyman Ron Kim, Chair 
of the Assembly Committee on 
Aging, led a community remem-
brance vigil for Quintus Chen, the 
3-year old boy struck and killed 
by a hit-and-run driver. Kim was 
joined by the father of Quintus 
Chen, the attorney for the Chen 
family, Families for Safe Streets, 
and local community leaders. The 
event and vigil were held at the 
intersection of 41st Avenue and 
College Point, the same location 
where their son’s tragic death 
occurred. They were joined by 
members of the 109th precinct, 
who had initially helped quickly 
capture the suspect in the Quin-
tus Chen case, and were present 
at today’s vigil to ensure things 
proceeded smoothly.
     Assemblymember Kim intro-
duced Jimmy Chen, Quintus’s 
father, who spoke about his fam-
ily’s struggles following the 
loss of their son, as well as their 
attorney, Steve Vaccaro, and 
representatives from Families for 
Safe Streets. The members of the 
group urged the community to 
rally around the Chen family, who 

Suozzi Joins Bipartisan Congressional Delegation in 
Normandy to Commemorate 80th Anniversary of D-Day

Honors 103-year-old local D-Day 
veteran and pays his respects at 
the grave of Brig. Gen. Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr.
 
     Last week, Congressman Tom 
Suozzi (D - Long Island, Queens) 
joined with a bipartisan congres-
sional delegation and thousands 
of world citizens to commemorate 
the 80th Anniversary of the Allied 
D-Day Invasion in Normandy, 
France. Suozzi made sure to find 
and honor 103-year-old D-Day vet-
eran Dominick Critelli from Floral 
Park and his daughter Nancy 
from Elmont. He also visited the 
grave of Brig. General Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., son of President 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

Congressman Tom Suozzi Has Had a Busy And 
Productive First 100 Days

     June 7, 2024, officially marks 
100 days since Congressman 
Tom Suozzi (D - Long Island, 
Queens) was sworn in as the U.S. 
Representative for the people of 
the Third Congressional district 
after winning the special election 
on February 13, 2024.
     Since his February 28th swear-
ing in, Congressman Suozzi has 
had a busy and productive first 
100 days:
     Suozzi urged President Biden 
to take strong action to bring 
“Order to the Border.” Suozzi 
stood  at the White House when 
he announced an executive order 
to fix the asylum system and 
speed up deportations, a major 
shift in how the United States has 
handled claims for protection. Hei 
was also appointed Co-Chair of 
the House Democrats for Border 
Security Task Force. 
     The Congressman helped 
negotiate and pass the bipartisan 
foreign aid package providing $26 
billion for Israel defense,  $60 
billion for Ukraine and more than 
$8 billion to support key partners 
in the Indo-Pacific. He was the 
first Democrat to urge his caucus 
to support Speaker Johnson, a 
pivotal moment for getting the 
bill to the floor. He implored his 
colleagues in an op-ed for the 
Wall Street Journal.  
     Congressman Suozzi was 
invited to participate in a bipar-
tisan Congressional Delegation to 
Ukraine where he met with Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy. In 
June, Suozzi joined another bipar-
tisan Congressional Delegation 
to observe the 80th Anniversary 
of D-Day in Normandy, France. 
     Suozzi requested over $50 
million in Congressional Project 
Funding for projects throughout 
the district, including projects to 
bring clean water across the 3rd 
Congressional District.  
     Suozzi put SALT (State & Lo-
cal Tax Deduction) back on the 
table. He was named co-chair of 
the SALT Caucus.  
     The Congressman announced 
federal funding from the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law that will 
help install treatment systems at 

the Hicksville Water District to 
address concerns over PFAS and 
1,4-dioxane contaminants.  
     Continuing his fight to clean-
up the Navy Grumman Plume, 
Suozzi chaired a roundtable 
meeting with federal, state and 
local officials to coordinate stron-
ger efforts to get it done.  
     The Congressman has fought 
for the release of all hostages 
held by Hamas. He hosted the 
Neutra family of Planview at the 
State of the Union address. Their 
son, Omer, is still being held by 

Hamas. Suozzi has repeatedly 
voted to support Israel’s efforts to 
return Omer Neutra home.  
     Suozzi fought for Long  
Island’s air traffic controllers to 
stop their transfer out of state. He 
joined Republican Congressman  
Anthony D’Esposito to call on the 
FAA to rescind their order.  
     Congressman Suozzi re-
newed leadership on two-dozen 
House Caucuses including Long  
Island Sound, Labor, Quiet Skies,  
C o n s e r v a t io n ,  I n d i a ,  a n d  
Pakistan.

Suozzi joined another bipartisan Congressional Delegation to 
observe the 80th Anniversary of D-Day in Normandy, France.

Liu, Rozic Commemorates 50th Anniversary Of The 
First BAPS Temple In North America 

State Legislature passes reso-
lutions commemorating the 
landmark 50th anniversary of 
the Flushing BAPS Shri Swami-
narayan mandir
 
     State Senator John Liu and 
Assembly Member Nily Rozic 
passed Resolutions J2225, K2400, 
commemorating the landmark 
50th anniversary of the Flush-
ing BAPS Shri Swaminarayan 
mandir (temple) - the first BAPS 
temple in North America yes-

terday. In honor of the occasion, 
BAPS members from around New 
York traveled to the State Capitol 
to receive the resolution and to 
perform the invocation in the 
Senate and Assembly chambers. 
     Bochasanwasi Akshar Puru-
shottam Swaminarayan Sanstha 

(BAPS) is a worldwide Hindu 
denomination dedicated to foster-
ing faith, inspiring service and 
promoting better living. The first 
BAPS mandir in North America 
was built by the Pramukh Swami 
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     The shooting, early Monday, 
of two police officers in East El-
mhurst allegedly by an individual 
the officers were attempting to 
stop as they investigated a robbery 
pattern plaguing the community, 
is an outrage, says Assemblyman 
William Colton (D—Gravesend, 
Bensonhurst, Bath Beach and 
Dyker Heights).
     “The two police officers were 
simply doing their job when they 
were callously shot,” Assembly-
man Colton said. “Fortunately, 
both of these courageous officers 
were able to go home to their 
families just hours after they were 
attacked, thanks, in one case, to 
the officer’s bulletproof vest, after 
he was shot at point blank range. 
But, incidents like this emphasize 
exactly how dangerous a job these 

Assemblyman Colton Blasts Vicious Attack on Queens 
Cops, Sends Wishes For a Speedy Recovery

police officers and the other mem-
bers of the NYPD do on a daily 
basis, as they work to keep New 
York City safe.”
     The two officers were shot – one 
in the leg, the other in his bullet-
proof vest -- when they attempted 
to pull over a man who was riding a 
moped the wrong way down a one-
way street. At the time, they were 
investigating an East Elmhurst rob-
bery pattern which involved indi-
viduals on mopeds who have been 
accosting victims, and then using 
force to rob them. When the two 
officers, P.O. Richard Yarusso and 
P.O. Christopher Abreu, attempted 
to pull the suspect over, he got off 
the moped and ran away. A chase 
ensued, during which the suspect 
shot at the two officers several 
times. The suspect, 19, was shot 

once in the ankle during the scuffle 
that led to his arrest. An illegal 
gun was recovered at the scene. 
The suspect has been charged 
with attempted murder, assault, 
criminal possession of a weapon, 
resisting arrest and obstructing 
governmental administration, in 
connection to the double shooting 
of the police officers.
Both officers were transported to 
Elmhurst Hospital, from which 
they were released several hours 
later. 
     “Police Officer Yarusso and Po-
lice Officer Abreu are true heroes. I 
am so grateful that both officers are 
recovering,” said Assemblyman 
Colton. “We owe them, and the 
entire NYPD, a profound debt of 
gratitude, today and every day, for 
their dedication to the public good.”

Maharaj on Flushing’s historic 
Bowne Street in 1974. Since then, 
six traditional stone Hindu man-
dirs and 108 hari mandirs have 
been built in the United States 
and Canada.
     State Senator John Liu stated, 
“This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of the BAPS mandir in 
Flushing, a historic milestone for 
the mandir and our community. 
The BAPS mandir has been a cor-
nerstone of the Hindu community, 
serving the spiritual, social and 
community needs of so many, and 
we are proud to commemorate 
their tremendous commitments 
to serving the needs of others.”
     State Assembly Member Nily 
Rozic stated, “It’s an honor to 
recognize the BAPS Mandir on 
their 50th anniversary. For 50 
years, the Mandir has been a 
central center for worship, cul-

Liu, Rozic Commemorates 50th Anniversary Of The 
First BAPS Temple In North America

tural heritage, and community 
service. Its contributions to the 
lives of its members and the 
community have been profound 
and far-reaching. I am grateful 
to celebrate their dedication to 
promoting unity, service, and 
spirituality with my fellow lead-
ers in government.”
     Dr. Vipul Patel, BAPS Out-
reach and Public Affairs, stated, 
“BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Man-
dir is an integral part of the social 
and cultural fabric of Flushing 
and we are proud to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary. BAPS is a 
well-established community in-
stitution and serves as a spiritual 
and cultural hub for thousands 
of Queens residents, all while 
remaining consistent with its 
founding mission of outreach and 
service.”
     Shyam Patel, BAPS Pujari 
and Mandir Coordinator, stated, 
“We are excited to celebrate our 

50th anniversary and honored 
to accept these New York State 
Senate and Assembly resolutions. 
BAPS Swaminarayan mandirs 
teach the arts, language, music 
and philosophy that are the roots 
of Hindu heritage. BAPS mandirs 
host various charitable efforts for 
local communities throughout the 
year such as walkathons, health 
fairs, blood drives, and more.”
     This invocation on the floor 
of the Senate and Assembly 
chambers was performed by 
Pujari (Priest) Shyam Patel. Also 
Attending session were Dr. Vipul 
Patel, Outreach and Public Af-
fairs Admin and Shyam Patel, 
Pujari (Priest) and Mandir Coor-
dinator from the BAPS Flushing 
Temple, Approva Khatri from the 
BAPS Melville Temple, Pradu-
man Kansara, Outreach Admin, 
Hardi Patel, Outreach Admin, 
BAPS, Vidhi Patel, and Anuj 
Patel from BAPS Albany Temple.

sity, the University of Georgia 
and Emory University are also 
represented.  
     The diverse class speaks more 
than 11 languages including 
Spanish, Urdu, Korean, Chinese 
and Farsi. Interns from outside 
of New York City have access to 
complementary housing during 
the program. 
     Queens District Attorney’s Lit-
igation Training and Legal Hiring 

Divisions are guiding the interns 
through an immersive experience 
which includes working actual 
cases in various bureaus; mock 
trial and jury selection training; 
and tours of the NYPD Training 
Academy, JFK Airport and Port 
Authority Police Department as 
well as other site visits around 
the borough.  
     The interns will also be able 
to enjoy some quintessential 
Queens activities such attending 
a Mets game.

are still reeling from this unbear-
able loss, and announced a list of 
legislative and policy priorities on 
street safety that they will contin-
ue to pursue, in order to prevent 
future tragedies from occurring. 
After they finished speaking, a 
small memorial to Quintus was 
set up at the location that included 
candles, a teddy bear, and flowers 
individually left by those present, 
including Assemblymember Kim 
and other parents who had also 
lost their children in car-related 
fatalities. 
     Assemblyman Ron Kim, Chair 
of the Assembly Committee on 
Aging, said, “I want to first of-
fer my deepest condolences to 
the Chen family who are reeling 
from this unspeakable loss. I also 
want to thank our community 
for showing up financially for 
the Chen family, our Quintus 
Chen GoFundMe page is nearly 
$20,000. I know the Chen fam-
ily appreciates every dime spent 
towards their legal, funeral, and 
medical bills. It is incumbent 
on us, and leaders, to work with 
community advocates and law 
enforcement to make sure Flush-
ing has the strictest traffic stop 

laws -- families are demanding 
clear, safe sidewalks to walk on 
while with their families. I know 
the officials around us today are 
equally committed to assuring 
that safety throughout our com-
munity.”
     Jimmy Chen, Father of Quintus 
Chen, said, “Thank you all for 
attending our son’s community 
vigil today. It is with sadness 
and a heavy heart that we mourn 
Quintus today. In an incident on 
November 29, 2023, my wife and 
I lost our precious son. He was an 
innocent victim of a hit-and-run 
that occurred at this intersection 
here at 41st Avenue and College 
Point, which ended his life at the 
age of three and a half. 
     I would like to express my spe-
cial thanks to Assemblymember 
Ron Kim and his office for help-
ing us from the very beginning. 
At our lowest point, when we felt 
the most helpless and unsure, 
Assemblyman Kim took the 
initiative and actively cared for 
our family and provided us with 
many important services. My 
wife and I are very grateful to 
Families for Safe Streets and its 
members, including Bobby, Amy, 
HP and many others, for actively 
assisting us, and in helping to 

plan this vigil for our beloved 
son. We would also like to express 
our gratitude to the 109th Police 
Precinct for quickly catching the 
suspect, to make sure they face 
the consequences of their actions, 
and protect more innocent people 
from being hurt. I hope justice is 
served, and that our son is able to 
rest in peace.”
     Amy Tam-Liao and Hsi-Pei 
Liao, co-founders of Families 
for Safe Streets, said, “In 2013, 
our precious 3-year old daughter 
Ally was killed by a reckless 
driver while crossing the street in 
Flushing. We know the unending 
pain and confusion of losing a 
child in this horrific, preventable 
manner and it breaks our hearts 
to see Quintus’s family living this 
same nightmare. These are not ac-
cidents, they are preventable and 
we need to take action! We must 
pass the ISA bill to limit repeat 
speed offenders’ ability to wreak 
havoc on our streets and imple-
ment scramble crosswalks and 
other street safety measures to 
end this epidemic immediately.”
     Rob Reynolds, Flushing resi-
dent and father of a Kindergar-
tener said,” The reckless driver 

AM Kim Leads Community Vigil For Quintus Chen, 3-Year 
Old Boy Struck And Killed by Hit-And-Run Driver
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District Attorney Katz Welcomes 
Summer Interns
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Theodore Roosevelt.
     Staff Sergeant Critelli was 
a member of the 378th Infantry 
Regiment in an Artillery Aviation 
Unit. On June 6, 1944, his job was 
to keep track of his Unit’s aircraft 
flying intelligence, surveillance, 
and reconnaissance missions. His 
Unit identified and observed en-
emy troop formations, their supply 
lines, ammunition depots, and the 
location of enemy fortifications.
     “Dominick, like my dad, was 
born in Italy and went on to be 
a great American patriot who 
served in WWII as a member of 
the “Greatest Generation.” During 
the war, my father completed 35 
bombing missions, for which he 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and the Air Med-
al with three clusters,” Suozzi 
proudly said.
     While at the Normandy Ameri-
can Cemetery and Memorial in 
Colleville-sur-Mer, Congress-
man Suozzi paid his respects to 
many of the soldiers from the 3rd 
Congressional District who are 
interred there.
     Suozzi said a prayer of thanks-
giving at the grave of Brig. Gen. 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. and 
spread a handful of dirt he had 
brought with him from Sagamore 
Hill, Roosevelt’s childhood home 
in Oyster Bay.
     “At age 56, General Roosevelt 
was the oldest soldier in the D-Day 
invasion and the only general to 
land by sea with the first wave 
of troops,” Suozzi said. “Using a 
cane due to arthritis, Gen. Roos-
evelt calmly urged his troops on 
amidst the incredible attacks. He 
survived D-Day but succumbed 
to a heart attack five weeks later. 
Years later, when Gen. Omar 
Bradley was asked, ‘what was the 
bravest thing you ever saw in your 
military career?’ he responded, 
‘Ted Roosevelt on the beach in 
Normandy.’”
     “This experience in France 
was truly sobering and hum-
bling. Eighty years later, the 
heroic sacrifice made on the altar 

of Normandy must be remem-
bered, respected,and revered. 
The memory of these brave souls 
demand that Americans earn the 
sacrifice they made by lifting up 
our freedom and our democracy 
and participating in our politics 
and government in a way that is 
more noble.” Suozzi said.
     “To truly honor our war dead, 
we must rededicate ourselves 
to the cause they sacrificed for 
~ freedom and democracy. Ad-
vocating and participating in 
our democracy is how we keep 
America strong and honor those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country,” Suozzi added.
     Suozzi and members of the con-
gressional delegation were also 
welcomed to the French National 
Assembly (Assemblée Nationale) 
in Paris with a reception and spe-
cial introduction.
     During his trip, Suozzi met with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in the George C. Mar-
shall Center at the Hôtel de Tal-
leyrand, part of the U.S. Embassy 
in Paris. They discussed the latest 
developments in the war and the 
importance of the continuation of 
American support and military 
aid.
     It was in the same room that in 
July 1947, sixteen European na-
tions came together to negotiate 
what would become the Marshall 
Plan, an American initiative of-
ficially enacted in 1948 to pro-
vide aid to Western Europe as it 
struggled to overcome WWII.
     Suozzi also attended a cer-
emony between the heads of state 
of the U.S. and France at the Arc 
de Triomphe in Paris. The Arc 
de Triomphe, the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, and its eternal 
flame symbolize French patrio-
tism, serving as a reminder and 
tribute to those who died fighting 
against fascism.
     “To truly honor our war dead, 
we must rededicate ourselves to 
the cause they sacrificed for ~ 
freedom and democracy. May we 
never forget the service and sacri-
fice of our “Greatest Generation,” 
concluded Suozzi.

Suozzi Joins Bipartisan Congressional 
Delegation in Normandy to .  .  .
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for all the work they’ve done on 
this to make online spaces safer 
for kids.”
     “I first introduced legislation 
to protect kids online back in 
2022 because as a father of two 
young kids I knew we had to rein 
in social media, and I knew it 
would be a fight,” said bill spon-
sor Senator Andrew Gounardes. 
“Now thanks to the relentless 
advocacy of young people, par-
ents, educators, and advocates, 
we beat Big Tech. We’ve reached a 
deal to pass strong legislation that 
will protect kids’ privacy and let 
them enjoy social media free from 
the unwanted content they didn’t 
sign up for. It would not have been 
possible without the extraordi-
nary collaboration of Governor 
Hochul, Attorney General Letitia 
James, Assemblymember Rozic, 
and legislative leadership. This 
is a necessary and nation-leading 
step for families across New York, 
and I couldn’t be prouder.”
     “We must do all that we can to 
protect our kids from the harmful 
influence of addictive algorithms 
and unchecked data collection, the 
passage of the SAFE for Kids Act 
and the NY Child Data Protection 
Act are the straightforward first 
step in that effort,” said bill spon-
sor Assemblymember Nily Rozic. 
“These new laws signal that New 
York is taking the lead in putting 
New Yorkers’ safety and privacy 
at the forefront. I thank Governor 
Hochul, Attorney General James, 
and Senator Gounardes for their 
collaborative efforts in order to 
protect young people in the digital 
age.”
     Attorney General James 
worked with bill sponsors Senator 
Gounardes and Assemblymember 
Rozic to craft legislation that will 
address these problems, and the 
growing mental health crisis be-
ing fueled by social media compa-
nies. The two pieces of legislation 
introduced in October 2023, and 
strongly supported by Governor 
Kathy Hochul, will add critical 
protections for children and young 
adults online by restricting the 
collection of minors’ personal 
data and changing how young 
users are served content on social 
media platforms to reduce the 
harms of addictive features that 
keep children on those platforms 
for longer periods of time. Fol-
lowing months of negotiations and 
active engagement by legislative 
leaders, advocates, and concerned 
stakeholders, final agreements 
were reached earlier this week, 
and both bills have been passed 
by the State Senate and State As-
sembly, and earned the support of 
Governor Hochul.
Stop Addictive Feeds Exploitation 

(SAFE) for Kids Act 
     The SAFE for Kids Act will 
require social media companies 
to restrict the addictive features 
on their platforms that most harm 
young users. Currently, platforms 
supplement the content that us-
ers view from the accounts they 
follow by serving them content 
from accounts they do not fol-
low or subscribe to. This content 
is curated using algorithms that 
gather and display content based 
on a variety of factors. Algorith-
mic feeds have been shown to be 
addictive because they prioritize 
content that keeps users on the 
platform longer. Addictive feeds 
are correlated with an increase in 
the amount of time that teens and 
young adults spend on social me-
dia and significant negative men-
tal health outcomes for minors.   
     To address this problem, the 
legislation will:   
•    Prohibit users under 18 from 
viewing addictive feeds on social 
media platforms without parental 
consent. These users will receive 
a chronological feed of content 
from accounts they already follow 
or of generally popular content – 
the same way that social media 
feeds functioned before the advent 
of addictive feeds. Users may also 
search for specific topics of inter-
est, connect with friends, and join 
groups. Other algorithms such as 
those used for search functions 
or filtering unwanted or obscene 
content will still be permitted.   
•    Prohibit social media platforms 
from sending notifications to 
minors from 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. without verifiable parental 
consent.  
•    Authorize the Office of the At-
torney General (OAG) to bring an 
action to enjoin or seek damages 
or civil penalties of up to $5,000 
per violation.   
     This legislation will only im-
pact social media platforms where 
feeds comprised of user-generated 
content and supplemented with 
other material that the platform 
recommends to users based on 
data it collects from them are a 
significant part of the service 
provided by the site. For example, 
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, 
Twitter, and YouTube would all 
likely be subject to this legisla-
tion. 
     The New York Child Data 
Protection Act 
     With few privacy protections in 
place for minors online, children 
are vulnerable to having their 
personal data, including their 
location data, used or sold to third 
parties without their awareness 
or consent. In many cases, this 
data is used for highly-targeted 
advertising to minors. A recent 
study from the Harvard Chan 
School of Public Health found 

that the six largest social media 
platforms generated $11 billion in 
2022 from advertising to minors. 
Platforms use the significant data 
they collect from minors to target 
advertising to them in ways that 
are highly personalized to their 
demographics and usage patterns. 
All of this occurs without any 
oversight or consent. To protect 
children’s privacy, the New York 
Child Data Protection Act will 
prohibit all online sites from col-
lecting, using, sharing, or selling 
personal data of anyone under 
the age of 18 unless they receive 
informed consent or unless doing 
so is strictly necessary for the 
purpose of the website. For users 
under 13, this informed consent 
must come from a parent. The bill 
authorizes OAG to enforce the law 
and may enjoin or seek damages 
or civil penalties of up to $5,000 
per violation.  
     Attorney General James would 
like to thank the brave children, 
young adults, and parents who 
shared their personal experiences 
and helped demonstrate the need 
for these bills. She also thanks 
the advocacy groups who worked 
tirelessly to support the passage 
of these bills, including Common 
Sense Media, Mothers Against 
Media Addiction, and the New 
York Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children.  
     This legislation is part of At-
torney General James’ ongoing 
efforts to protect New Yorkers 
online and address concerns with 
social media companies. In March 
2024, Attorney General James led 
a bipartisan coalition of 41 attor-
neys general in urging Meta to 
address the rise of Facebook and 
Instagram account takeovers by 
scammers and frauds. In October 
2023, Attorney General James 
and a bipartisan coalition of 32 
attorneys general filed a federal 
lawsuit against Meta for harming 
young people’s mental health and 
contributing to the youth mental 
health crisis. In July 2023, she led 
a multistate coalition of attorneys 
general to defend the federal gov-
ernment’s ability to communicate 
with social media companies 
about dangerous online content. 
In April 2023, Attorney General 
James released a comprehensive 
guide to help businesses adopt ef-
fective data security measures to 
better protect New Yorkers’ per-
sonal information. Attorney Gen-
eral James also joined a bipartisan 
coalition of 44 attorneys gen-
eral urging Facebook to abandon 
plans to launch a version of Ins-
tagram for children under the age 
of 13. In October 2022, Attorney 
General James investigated and 
released a report on the role online 
platforms played in the Buffalo 
mass shooting.

Attorney General James Applauds Passage of Legislation to 
Protect Children Online  

More than 10,000 runners and 
hundreds of youth expected to 
participate in nonprofit’s mar-
quee event in Queens

    New York Road Runners 
(NYRR) will celebrate “The 
World’s Borough” when it hosts 
10,000 runners Saturday, June 15 
at the sold-out Citizens Queens 

10K, the nonprofit’s marquee 
event in the borough and one of 60 
adult and youth races it produces 
annually. 
     Part of the NYRR Five Bor-
ough Series, the Citizens Queens 
10K has taken place since 2012, 
evolving from what used to be the 
Queens Half Marathon, first held 
in 1994. The race will take place in 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
starting and finishing near the 
Fountain of the Planets and giv-
ing runners spectacular views of 
the Unisphere, Citi Field, and the 
USTA Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center.
     “We are excited to celebrate 

New York Road Runners to Celebrate “The World’s 
Borough” at Sold-Out Citizens Queens 10K

General James sued JUUL for its 
deceptive and misleading market-
ing that glamorized vaping and 
targeted young people. In April 
2023, Attorney General James se-
cured the largest multistate agree-
ment with JUUL and its former 
directors and executives for their 
role in fueling the youth vaping 
epidemic. JUUL misled consum-
ers about the nicotine content 
of its products, misrepresented 
the safety and therapeutic value 
of its products by stating that 
they were safer than cigarettes, 
and failed to prevent minors from 
purchasing its products in stores 
across the country.
     The settlement funds will be 
used for evidence-based measures 
to combat underage vaping and 
e-cigarette addiction. Counties 
and BOCES must dedicate the 
settlement funds they receive to 
programs in five categories:
•    Public education campaigns 
to prevent e-cigarette use among 
young people
•    Community, school, and 
university-based anti-vaping pro-
grams
•    Vaping cessation services in 
communities, schools, and col-
leges
•    Enforcement of vaping laws 
and regulations
•    Public health research into 
e-cigarette use among young 
people and the effectiveness of 
anti-vaping programs
     In addition to paying New York 
$112.7 million, the settlement re-
quired JUUL to make significant 
changes to its sales and marketing 
tactics, including:
•    Refraining from any marketing 
that targets youth, including us-
ing anyone under the age of 35 in 
promotional material or funding, 
operating youth education/preven-
tion campaigns, or sponsoring 
school related activities
•    Limiting the amount of retail 
and online purchases an indi-
vidual can make
•    Performing regular retail 
compliance checks at five percent 
of New York’s retail stores that 
sell JUUL’s products for at least 
four years
•    Treating synthetic nicotine as 
nicotine
•    Refraining from providing free 
or nominally priced JUUL pods as 
samples to consumers
•    Excluding product placement 
in virtual reality systems
•    Increasing funding to a docu-
ment depository by up to $5 mil-
lion and adding millions of rel-
evant documents to the depository 
to inform the public on how JUUL 
created a public health crisis.
     “JUUL Labs has raked in bil-
lions of dollars while creating a 
public health crisis and putting 
thousands of teenagers on the 
path to addiction,” said New York 
City Mayor Eric Adams. Nicotine 
addiction among middle and high 
school youth is exploding and this 
administration will not sit idly by 
as nicotine-pushers continue to 
harm our youth. Today, we are tak-
ing millions in dollars from JUUL 
Labs and investing it directly into 
the community and in our youth 

through prevention, education, 
and enforcement efforts. I ap-
plaud Attorney General James 
for holding companies like JUUL 
Labs accountable for harming the 
health of our children. Together, 
we will continue to protect our 
young people, our families, and 
our communities.”
     “I am grateful for Attorney 
General James’ work took to hold 
JUUL accountable for knowingly 
targeting and selling to young 
people and I am looking forward 
to the $27.1 million she will be 
providing to New York City to 
increase efforts to keep these 
dangerous products away from 
our kids,” said New York State 
Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal. 
“We must stay vigilant in the 
fight against big tobacco because 
the industry will stop at nothing 
to get our kids hooked on their 
products.”
     “JUUL and other e-cigarette 
companies have made billions 
through slick marketing, social 
media campaigns and countless 
fruity flavors designed to entice 
youth,” said Assemblymember 
Linda B. Rosenthal. “Schools have 
been on the frontlines in the battle 
against the youth vaping epidemic 
and I applaud Attorney General 
James for her steadfast effort to 
hold Big Tobacco accountable 
while securing a settlement that 
benefits our schools and their 
programs to combat underage 
vaping. Having passed many laws 
to protect young people from the 
harms of vaping over the years, I 
am thrilled to see that some of the 
money JUUL raked in over the 
years will now be re-invested in 
the communities it has harmed.”
     “Smoking is addictive and it 
kills, but for some reason vaping 
seems safer, when it’s absolutely 
not,” said New York City Council 
Member Gale A. Brewer. “By 
holding vape companies like 
JUUL to account, and using the 
fines to fund anti-vaping educa-
tional campaigns aimed at teens 
in New York, Attorney General 
Letitia James is doing a service 
for us all.”
     “JUUL preyed on a genera-
tion of kids, got them hooked on 
vaping, and set off a nationwide 
vaping epidemic,” said Manhattan 
Borough President Mark Levine. 
“So I’m grateful to Attorney Gen-
eral James for leading the fight 
to hold JUUL accountable. The 
settlement funds will be critical 
to helping New Yorkers finally 
quit and curbing this public health 
hazard.”
     “We are forever grateful to At-
torney General James for her part-
nership and her tireless pursuit to 
hold JUUL accountable for their 
predatory behavior,” said Dorian 
Fuhrman and Meredith Berkman, 
Cofounders of Parents Against 
Vaping. “These funds secured by 
Attorney General James will go a 
long way to educate and inform 
New York children and families 
about the dangers of vaping and 
nicotine use, and help the count-
less New York youth who are ad-
dicted to vaping.”
     “We applaud Attorney General 

Attorney General James Distributes 
$27.1 Million to New York City to  
Combat Youth Vaping Epidemic

(Continued on page 11)
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File No.: 2022-5442/B
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
FREE AND INDEPEN-
DENT
To:
Dean Bouzas,
Estate of Anna Bouzas,
   Dean Bouzas,
   Mary Manis,
NYC Human Resources 
Administration,
Attorney General of the 
State of New York
The unknown distributees, 
legatees, devisees, heirs 
at law and assignees of 
George N. Angelakopoulos, 
deceased, or their estates, if 
any there be, whose names, 
places of residence and post 
office addresses are un-
known to the petitioner and 
cannot with due diligence 
be ascertained
A copy of this citation and 
the accounting, as well as 
all amendments to it, if 
any, shall be served on the 
Guardian Ad Litem, Domi-
nic Villoni, Esq.
Being the persons inter-
ested as creditors, legatees, 
distributees or otherwise 
in the Estate of George N. 
Angelakopoulos, deceased, 
who at the time of death 
was a resident of 131-02 
14th Avenue, College Point, 
NY 11356, in the County of 
Queens, State of New York. 
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS 
M. ROSENBLATT, Public 
Administrator of Queens 
County, who maintains her 
office at 88-11 Sutphin Bou-
levard, Jamaica, Queens 
County, New York 11435, 
as Administrator of the 
Estate of George N. An-
gelakopoulos, deceased, 

you and each of you are 
hereby cited to show cause 
before the Surrogate at the 
Surrogate’s Court of the 
County of Queens, to be 
held at the Queens Gen-
eral Courthouse, 6th Floor, 
88-11 Sutphin Boulevard, 
Jamaica, City and State of 
New York, on the 11th day 
of July, 2024 at 9:30 o’clock 
in the forenoon, why the 
Account of Proceedings of 
the Public Administrator of 
Queens County, as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of said 
deceased, a copy of which 
is attached, should not be 
judicially settled, and why 
the Surrogate should not  
fix and allow a reasonable 
amount of compensation to 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, 
ESQ., for legal services ren-
dered to petitioner herein in 
the amount of $6,571.58 and 
that the Court fix the fair 
and reasonable additional 
fee for any services to be 
rendered by GERARD J. 
SWEENEY, ESQ., here-
after in connection with 
proceedings on kinship, 
claims etc., prior to entry 
of a final Decree on this 
accounting in the amount 
of 6% of assets or income 
collected after the date of 
the within accounting; and 
why the Surrogate should 
not fix and allow an amount 
equal to one percent on said 
Schedules of the total assets 
on Schedules A, A1, and A2 
plus any additional monies 
received subsequent to the 
date of this account, as the 
fair and reasonable amount 
payable to the Office of 
the Public Administrator 
for the expenses of said 
office pursuant to S.C.P.A. 
§1106(3); and why the claim 
of NYC Human Resources 

in the amount of $37,589.66 
should not be paid; and why 
the claim of Dean Bouzas 
in the amount of $4,143.19 
should not be paid; and why 
each of you claiming to be 
a distributee of the decedent 
should not establish proof of 
your kinship; and why the 
balance of said funds should 
not be paid to said alleged 
distributees upon proof 
of kinship, or deposited 
with the Commissioner of 
Finance of the City of New 
York should said alleged 
distributees default herein, 
or fail to establish proof of 
kinship,
Dated, Attested and Sealed
24th day of May, 2024                                  
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Acting Surrogate, Queens 
County
Janet Edwards Tucker
Chief Clerk
GERARD J. SWEENEY, 
ESQ.
(718) 459-9000                                                                
1981 Marcus Avenue,                                                       
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 
11042
NOTICE: THIS CITA-
TION IS SERVED UPON 
YOU AS REQUIRED BY 
LAW.  YOU ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO APPEAR; 
HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL 
TO APPEAR IT WILL BE 
ASSUMED YOU DO NOT 
OBJECT TO THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED. YOU HAVE 
A RIGHT TO HAVE AN 
ATTOR NEY APPEAR 
FOR YOU, AND YOU OR 
YOUR ATTORNEY MAY 
REQUEST A COPY OF 
THE FULL ACCOUNT 
FROM THE PETITIONER 
OR PETITIONER’S AT-
TORNEY
Accounting Citation
5/30,6/6,13&20/2024

Artist Clare Stokolosa Exhibits “NYC Faces”  
Series  Of Larger-Than-Life Paintings  At  

Brooklyn’s Landmark Pfizer Plant 
Paintings of Travelers on 
display at Hub of Innova-
tive Organizations in the 
Heart of Williamsburg  

     Visual Artist Clare Sto-
kolosa has her larger-than-
life portraits of commuters 
in NYC, a series called 
“NYC Faces” on display at 
the Pfizer Plant, Brooklyn’s 
landmark building buzzing 
with creative energy. Clare 
began her exhibit when she 
was the artist-in-residency 
at COPE NYC,- Creative 
Opportunities Promoting 
Equality, located in the 
Pfizer building, which is 
also home to the Pratt In-
stitute’s Fine Arts Masters 
Program, as well as startup 
businesses, and community 
organizations. 
     Clare’s NYC Faces 
series of paintings was 
previously shown digitally 
on 1,700 plus Art-on-Link 
kiosks throughout the five 
boroughs of New York 
City, and at solo exhibits 
at Boricua College Gallery 
in Washington Heights and 
at Studio 34 LIC Gallery in 
Long Island City, Queens. 
Now in Brooklyn, NYC 
Faces adorn a long cor-
ridor that brings to mind 
a subway car filled with 
everyday commuters. Clare 
sees the NYC subway as a 
crossroads and conduit of 

diverse people, living in 
harmony. “I am fascinated 
by the way people inhabit 
a private world in a public 
space,” Clare says. “I docu-
ment their interactions and 
expressions, as they focus 
both inward and outward as 
an anthropological study.”  
     In her unique process, 
Clare sketched fellow rid-
ers on her daily commute, 
then enlarged the drawings 
larger-than-life and to scale 
on high quality paper. She 
then painted them in water 
color wash by standing 
on a ladder in her studio. 
The titles of some of the 
paintings ref lect Clare’s 
theme: Praying on the A 
Train;  Contemplat ion; 
Woman with a Dog; Lost 
in Thought; Groovin to my 
IPhone; She’s Got Mail; 
and Focused on a Dream.  
     Clare is also part of the 
Resilience in Color and 
Form group exhibit at the 

Charles P. Sifton Gallery 
in the Brooklyn Federal 
Courthouse through the 
summer. The exhibition 
by the New York Branch 
of the National League 
of Pen Women opened in 
March to celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month and has 
four of Clare’s NYC Faces 
paintings on display. Clare 
works in a variety of styles 
and mediums in her studios 
in Long Island City and in 
Cortona, Italy. She was the 
artist in residency at COPE 
NYC, (copenyc.org), and 
she won the City Artist 
Corps Grants program for 
the #StayAtHome paintings 
that she created during the 
city’s pause.  
     To schedule a visit to the 
NYC Faces Exhibit contact 
the artist at clarestokolosa.
com or publicist MaryAnn 
Busso, Content in Con-
text matsjvb93@gmail.com 
917-301-6799 

‘The World’s Borough’ with 
the Citizens Queens 10K—a 
race with a picturesque 
course that highlights the 
diverse running communi-
ties of Queens,” said Rob 
Simmelkjaer, CEO of New 
York Road Runners. “New 
York Road Runners has 
been building healthier lives 
and transforming commu-
nities in Queens since the 
early 2000s, and we are 
thrilled to have Citizens 
as our partner for the first 
time this year in helping us 
shine a light on this beauti-
ful borough.”
     Citizens became the Of-
ficial Bank of NYRR last 
September and as part of 
its five-year Foundation-
level partnership will be 
the first-ever title sponsor 
of the Queens 10K. Citizens 
entered the New York City 
metro market in 2022, and 
with more than 200 branch-
es in greater New York City, 
Long Island, and throughout 
New Jersey, is committed 
to understanding and sup-
porting the neighborhoods 
it serves.  
     “Citizens is committed 
to going the distance for 
our customers and our local 
communities,” said Nuno 
Dos Santos, Citizens Retail 
Banking Director. “This 
race and the post-race festi-

val is the perfect way to kick 
off summer and celebrate 
the Queens community by 
bringing together runners, 
spectators and neighbors 
for a fun, family-friendly 
event.”
     At this year’s Citizens 
Queens 10K, there will be 
an elevated youth event with 
a medal offered for the first 
time under the new name 
Flushing Meadows Kids 
Run, drawing hundreds of 
kids ages 2–18 from across 
New York City.
     Following the race, 
NYRR and Citizens will 
host the f i rst Cit izens 
Queens 10K post-race fes-
tival, a lively celebration at 
Corona Flushing Meadow 
Park for the runners and 
Queens community. This 
public festival will feature 
live music, family-friendly 
activities, and food from 
local vendors participating 
in the Queens Night Market. 
The festival will kick off at 
8 a.m. and conclude at noon, 
providing an opportunity 
for residents and visitors 
alike to come together and 
celebrate race participants 
and the vibrant spirit of 
Queens.
     According to the most 
recent U.S. Census, 47 per-
cent of the Queens popula-
tion was born outside the 
U.S. and Queens residents 
speak up to 130 languag-

es. As a New York City-
based nonprofit that builds 
healthier lives and stronger 
communities through the 
transformative power of 
running, NYRR has made 
its programs accessible to 
this diverse Queens com-
munity for more than two 
decades. NYRR’s f ree, 
year-round programming 
in Queens serves more than 
21,000 kids through Rising 
New York Road Runners 
in local schools, nearly 100 
older adults through NYRR 
Striders at community and 
older adult centers, and 
approximately 1,000 run-
ners at NYRR Open Runs 
weekly across five parks. 
Additionally, NYRR has 
more than 7,000 members 
in Queens and engages with 
over 25 local run clubs in 
the borough.
     About New York Road 
Runners (NYRR) - A New 
York City-based nonprofit, 
New York Road Runners’ 
vision is to build healthier 
lives and stronger commu-
nities through the transfor-
mative power of running – 
serving nearly a half a mil-
lion New Yorkers annually 
through its free community 
events, youth running ini-
tiatives, and school-based 
programs across the five 
boroughs. During its nearly 
70 years, To learn more, 
visit www.nyrr.org.

New York Road Runners to Celebrate “The World’s 
Borough” at Sold-Out Citizens Queens 10K

Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries released the 
following statement on pro-
testers at the Nova Music 
Festival Exhibition in New 
York City:

     On October 7, Hamas 
terrorists brutally murdered, 
sexually assaulted, tortured 
and took hostage innocent ci-
vilians, including Americans, 
at the Nova Music Festival 

Leader Jeffries Statement On Antisemitic 
Protests In New York City

in Israel. The only humane 
response to these atrocities 
is disgust and moral outrage.  
     The recent protest at the 
Nova Music Festival Exhibi-
tion in lower Manhattan, 
where some participants 
chanted antisemitic slogans, 
endorsed the repugnant ac-
tions of terrorist groups like 
Hamas and celebrated the 
deaths of hundreds of in-
nocent civilians is uncon-

scionable and un-American. 
The egregious behavior on 
display designed to justify the 
killing of Jews has no place in 
a civilized society. We will 
not tolerate it.  
     New Yorkers of goodwill 
must continue to fight the 
malignant tumor of antisemi-
tism with the fierce urgency 
of now until we crush this 
cancer so that it never rises 
again.

     U.S. Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding 
Monday’s demonstration 
outside the Nova Music 
Festival Exhibition, which 

Gillibrand Statement On Demonstration Outside 
Nova Music Festival Memorial

memorializes the victims 
of the Nova Music Festival 
who were murdered by 
Hamas on October 7th:
     “It is truly sick that 
people would protest a 

memorial to the hundreds 
of innocent victims of the 
Hamas terrorist attack on 
the Nova Music Festival. I 
condemn it in the strongest 
terms.”

AM Kim Leads Community Vigil For Quintus 
Chen, 3-Year Old Boy Struck And Killed by  

Hit-And-Run Driver

who destroyed this young 
family clearly had an indif-
ference to human life, as 
DA Katz so aptly described 

it. But unfortunately this 
type of incident is tragically 
predictable in a community 
like Flushing, full of streets 
not designed with safety in 
mind. It is well past the time 

to enact a Pedestrian Bill of 
Rights, where the physical 
infrastructure and public 
policies reflect the needs 
and values of a community 
full of young families.”
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Notice of Qualification of 4 
Chickens, LLC. App. For Auth. 
filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/10/24. Off ice 
location: Queens County. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 
7/20/16. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c/o Pryor Cashman 
LLP, 7 Times Square, NY, NY 
10036, Attn: Nicholas T. Ratsep, 
Esq. DE address of LLC: 1209 
Orange St, Wilmington, DE 
19801. Arts of Org filed with 
DE Secy of State, 401 Federal 
St, Ste 4, Dover, DE 19901. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
4/25,5/2,9,16,23&30/204

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
POOCHES LIC LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(SSNY) on 01/16/2024. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 54 State Street, 
Ste 804, Albany, NY 12207. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/9,16,23,30,6/6&13/2024

Notice of Formation of C & S 
QUEENS REALTY LLC Cert. 
of LLC filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on Sept. 30, 
2019. Office location: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of the process to134-29 
60th Ave., Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/9,16,23,30,6/6&13/2024

Notice of Formation of LIL 
LOVE RENTALS LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(SSNY) on 04/19/2024. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 63-19 Wetherole 
St., Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/9,16,23,30,6/6&13/2024

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
BE YO N D TH E BE YO N D 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
4/18/2024. Office located in 
QUEENS. SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 4916 39th 
Avenue, Woodside, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
5/9,16,23,30,6/6&13/2024

RDS TILE & MARBLE LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 02/20/2024. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The LLC, 
5301 72nd Place, Maspeth, 
NY 11378. Reg Agent: Anna 
N i e r w i n s k i ,  5 3 01  7 2 n d 
Place, Maspeth, NY 11378. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
5/9,16,23,30,6/6&13/2024

BURLING LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
5/7/24. Office in Queens Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
154-48 27th Ave., Flushing, 
NY 11354. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Principal business 
loc: 47-13/15 A /B Bur l ing 
St .,  Flushing,  NY 11355. 
5/16,23,30,6/6,13&20/2024

Notice of formation of BEST 
LUCK REALTY LLC Cer t. 
of LLC f iled with Secy. Of 
State of NY (SSNY) on April 
09, 2012. Of f ice location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
de s i gna te d  as  ag en t  o f 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
the process to 189-31 44th 
Ave., Flushing, NY 11358. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/16,23,30,6/6,13&20/2024

16933 LX LLC filed 4/5/24. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
for process & shall mail to: 
169-33 26th Ave., Flushing, 
NY 11358. Purp: any lawful. 
5/16,23,30,6/6,13&20/2024

PROBATE CITATION 
File No. 2023-4025
SURROGATE’S COURT - 
QUEENS COUNTY
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK,
By the Grace of God Free and 
Independent
TO: Attorney General of the 
State of New York
Public Administrator, Queens 
County 
Nav .                   and the 
heirs at law, next of kin, and 
distributes of Marie Lise aka 
Marielise Gazarian, deceased, 
if living, and if any of them be 
dead to their heirs at law, next 
of kin, distributes, legatees, 
executors, administrators, 
assignees and successors 
in Interest whose names 
are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained after due diligence
A petition having been duly 
filed by Robert S, Babaian who 
is domiciled at 44 Dartmouth 
Road, Manhasset, NY 11030
YOU ARE HEREBY CITED 
TO SHOW CAUSE before the 
Surrogate’s Court, Queens 
County, at 88 -11 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, New York, 
on  18 day of July 2024 at 9:30 
A.M. of that day, why a decree 
should not be made in the 
estate of Marielies Gazarlan 
aka Marie-Lise Gazarian lately 
domiciled at 80-15 Main Street, 
Jamaica, New York admitting to 
probate a Will dated January 
7, 2021
(a Codicil dated _____ )(a 
Codicil dated _____), a copy 
of which is attached, as the 
Will of_Marie-Lise_Gazarian 
deceased, relating to real 
and personal property, and 
directing that
[.x ] Letters Testamentary issue 
to : Robert S. Babalan
[  ] Letters of Trusteeship issue 
to :  ____
[  ] Letters of Administration 
C.T.A. Issue to : _____
(State any fur ther  re l ie f 
requested)
NOTICE: THIS CITATION 
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW. IF YOU 
WISH TO CONTEST THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU, 
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR 
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT 
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS 
DATE IN THE MANNER SET 
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED 
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT 
CONTACT THE COURT AS 
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE 
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU 
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED,
Date May 14, 2024
(Seal)
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate
JANET EDWARDS TUCKER
Chief Clerk
Barry K. Honigaman
Attorney for Petitioner
225 Old Country Road, Melville, 
NY 11747
Address of Attorney
(631} 390-2100
Telephone No. Email Address
Bkh@bkhlawfinn.com
email address
5/23,30,6/6&13/2024

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
PRET T Y CIT Y L IG HTS, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State (SSNY) on 
05/16/2024. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 4470 21st Street, #151, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/23,30,6/6,13,20&27/2024

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
LEGAL TONE PARALEGAL 
SERVICES LLC. Ar ts.  of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(SSNY) on 03/20/2024. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, PO Box 120127, 
S t .  A l b a n s ,  N Y  11412 . 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/23,30,6/6,13,20&27/2024

MARAKIA CREATIONS LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 05/21/24. Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 20-38 169th Street, 
Wh i tes tone,  NY  11357.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
5/23,30,6/6,13,20&27/2024

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT QUEENS COUNTY
P E N N Y M A C  L O A N 
SERVICES, LLC, Plaint i f f 
against
DEBORAH HALLENBACK, 
et al Defendant(s)
A t t o r ney  f o r  P l a i n t i f f (s) 
Knuckles & Manfro, LLP, 120 
White Plains Road, Suite 215, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591.
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
March 4, 2024, I will sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder at steps of Queens 
C ount y  Sup reme C our t , 
88 -11 Sutphin Boulevard, 
J a m a i c a ,  N Y  114 3 5  o n 
June 28, 2024 at 10:00 AM. 
Premises known as 57-69 
80th St., Middle Village, NY 
11379. Block 02918 Lot 0048. 
All that certain plot, piece or 
parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in the Borough and 
County of Queens and State 
of New York. Approximate 
A m ount  o f  J udgm ent  i s 
$594,630.53 plus interest, 
fees, and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment Index No 
716429/2022.
The foreclosure sale will be 
conducted in accordance 
with 11th Judicial District ’s 
C o v i d -19  P o l i c i e s  a n d 
foreclosure auction rules. 
The Referee shall enforce 
any rules in place regarding 
facial coverings and social 
distancing. Referee will only 
accept a certified bank check 
made payable to the referee.
James S. Yoh, Esq., Referee 
File # 2231-000895
5/30,6/6,13&20/2024 CZ JADE HOUSING, LLC, 

Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 03/07/2024. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY 
has been des ignated as 
agent upon whom process 
aga inst  the  LLC may be 
ser ved.  SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: The LLC, 245-
44 148th Drive, Rosedale, 
N Y  1 1 4 2 2 .  P u r p o s e : 
A n y  L a w f u l  P u r p o s e .  
5/30,6/6,13,20,27&7/4/2024

Notice of Formation of SL 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
COMPANY LLC. Ar ts.  of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(S S N Y )  o n  0 5 /17/ 2 024 . 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: The LLC, 64-15 
210St, Bayside, NY 11364. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/6,13,20,27,7/4&11/2024

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
GEALAN BOLO ZANABRIA 
HOLDINGS LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(SSNY) on 05/31/2024. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 5906B 38th Ave. 
Apt. B3, Woodside, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/6,13,20,27,7/4&11/2024

Notice of Formation of 140 
Beach 137 LLC, Articles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 02/27/2024. 
Office Location: Queens, NY. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
140 Beach 137 LLC, 140 Beach 
137th Street, Belle Harbor, NY 
11694. Any lawful purpose. 
6/6,13,20,27,7/4&11/2024

www.queenstimes.com

MINDSTAQ LLC. App. for 
Auth. f i led with the SSNY 
on 06/05/24.  Originally filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of Delaware on 01/26/2012.  
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 43 
Boulevard, Malba, NY  11357.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/13,20,27,7/4,11&18/2024 

MARIAM TRANSPORT LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 06/06/2024. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Mohamed N. 
Elgazzar, 3608 29th Street, Apt 
2A, Long Island City, NY 11106. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
6/13,20,27,7/4,11&18/2024 

21-50 75TH STREET LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 4/26/24. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  m ay  b e 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 2250 
81st St Flushing NY 11370. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.   
6/13,20,27,7/4,11&18/2024 

Notice is hereby given that an 
application ID “NA-0267-23-
152197”, for beer, cider and wine 
has been applied for by YONG 
LI, to sell beer, cider and wine at 
a Retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law 
at 136-17 39th AVE UNIT 1B-F4, 
FLUSHING, NY, 11354, for on 
premises consumption. HUANG 
KUNG FU CUI GU CUP INC.  
6/13&20/2024

EIGHTEEN ZERO EIGHT LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/29/24. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 18-08 
25th Road, Astoria, NY  11102.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/13,20,27,7/4,11&18/2024    

(Continued from page 9)

James for her leadership in 
holding JUUL account-
able for causing the youth 
vaping epidemic and her 
commitment to using JUUL 
settlement funds to reduce 
youth e-cigarette use,” said 
Yolonda C. Richardson, 
President and CEO of the 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids. “Over 18% of New 
York high school students 
use e-cigarettes. Effective 
use of the JUUL settlement 
funds can help to end this 
youth addiction crisis and 
protect the health of New 
York kids.”
     The settlement was led by 
Senior Advisor and Special 
Counsel M. Umair Khan, 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Hailey DeKraker and Noah 
Popp, and Healthcare Dep-
uty Bureau Chief Leslieann 
Cachola. The settlement was 
also brought about by the 
work of Assistant Attorneys 
General Sarah Millings, Mi-
chael Reisman, and Abigail 
Kasowitz; Consumer Frauds 
Bureau Chief Jane Azia; 
Senior Assistant Solicitor 

General Dennis Fan, Dep-
uty Solicitor General Judith 
Vale; Special Assistant At-
torney General Emily Aulet-
ta; former Deputy Director 
of Research and Analytics 
Megan Thorsfeldt and Data 
Scientist Jasmine McAl-
lister; Chief Scientist Jodi 
Feld, Information Technol-
ogy Manager Corey Nugent, 
Information Technology 
Specialists Hewson Chen 
and Paige Podolny; E-Dis-
covery Document Review 
Manager Carol Cheng; Civil 
Recoveries Section Chief 
Martin Mooney; and former 
Special Counsel Morenike 
Fajana, former Healthcare 
Bureau Chief Lisa Landau, 
and former Section Chief 
Amy Schallop. The Divi-
sion for Social Justice is led 
by Chief Deputy Attorney 
General Meghan Faux and 
the Division for Economic 
Justice is led by Chief Dep-
uty Attorney General Chris 
D’Angelo. Both the Division 
for Economic Justice and the 
Division for Social Justice 
are overseen by First Deputy 
Attorney General Jennifer 
Levy.

Attorney General James  
Distributes $27.1 Million to  

New York City to Combat Youth 
Vaping Epidemic
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First Summer Concert at Fort Totten
     Over 300 people crowded onto 
the lawn at Fort Totten Park for a 
performance from Decadia! The 
band was on fire and so was the 
crowd. The weather could not have 
been more perfect. 
     CM Vickie Paladino said 
“Thank you to all the staff who 
worked to put the show together, 
from Susan at QPAC, whom we 
love, to the stage hands, perform-
ers, and to my staff for coordinat-
ing the show! I can’t thank you 
enough for producing the concert 
for my constituents. 
     There will be more to come this 
summer and next so stay tuned!

Gun Violence Awareness Campaign

     We mark National Gun Violence Awareness Month every June by wearing orange to highlight the deep 
impact such violence has on our communities. The Queens District Attorneys office is laser-focused on 
reducing gun violence by taking firearms off our streets and preventing tragedies from taking place.
     QDA Katz said “Together with our partners in the community, law enforcement, and violence prevention 
teams, we will continue to fight this plague in the streets and in the courts”.

Rep. Grace Meng Visits NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
To Commemorate Federal Funding She Secured For Two Key Projects

Elmhurst Hospital’s Facilities, Infectious Diseases, and 
Ambulatory Care team joined Congresswoman Grace 
Meng, hospital CEO Dr. Helen Arteaga-Landaverde, and 
hospital administration to celebrate the start of construction 
on a renovation of the Infectious Diseases Clinic, which 
Congresswoman Meng funded through federal earmarks.

Meng, hospital officials and 
patients helped kick off major 
renovation of Infectious Dis-
eases Clinic and took part in 
ribbon-cutting for new Transcra-
nial Magnetic Stimulation Suite 
treating depression and other 
mental health conditions

     The event included a “wall-
breaking” by Meng and hospital 
off icials to help kick off the 
renovations for the Infectious 
Diseases Clinic, which treated 
nearly 60,000 patients last year 
dealing with HIV, tuberculosis, 
hepatitis, and other conditions, 
and a ribbon-cutting and tour of 
the newly-designed TMS Suite. 
The event also focused on NYC 
Health + Hospital’s/Elmhurst’s 
efforts to support the physical, 
emotional and mental health needs 
of patients in one of the world’s 
most culturally and ethnically 
diverse communities.
     “We want to thank Congress-
woman Grace Meng for her histor-
ic investment in our hospital,” said 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
CEO Dr. Helen Arteaga-Lan-
daverde. “The Congresswoman 
is one of our greatest champions 
and partners in ensuring that the 
people of Queens get access to the 
healthcare they need and deserve. 
The $1.8 Million she has allocated 

for the renovation of our Infectious 
Diseases Clinic and our new TMS 
Suite will help reduce the health 
disparities that have long plagued 
our community.”
     “These crucial projects are 
sorely needed and both will go a 
long way towards improving care 
for those residing in Elmhurst and 
the surrounding neighborhoods,” 
said Congresswoman Meng. “In 
the early days of the COVID-19 
pandemic, NYC Health + Hospi-
tals/Elmhurst was the ‘epicenter of 
the epicenter,’ underscoring how 

vital it is for hospitals like Elm-
hurst to have the resources they 
require. Investments like these 
two projects are needed to ensure 
that NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst can continue to provide 
exceptional and state of the art 
care that many of my constituents 
need and deserve. It is also critical 
to meet the growing needs of the 
area. I’m proud to have secured 
this nearly $2 million and I look 
forward to continuing to fight for 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
for many more years to come.” 


