
 

 

 

 

DEB’S DISTRICT UPDATE 

Daylight is waning, and I’m sure that many of us 

are trying to find time to see friends and family one 

more time before the weather becomes too cold for 

socially distant outdoor gatherings. I celebrated a beauti-

ful fall days last week by taking a kayak trip on the Potomac with 

friends I have known since college. I’m lucky that a group of us settled in 

the area and we have stayed close for many decades. I hope you are tak-

ing advantage of the warm fall weather and enjoying outdoor activities, 

whether its biking, hiking, boating, walking, skating, or just hanging out. I 

think the pandemic has reminded us all of the pleasures of being outside 

and appreciating our natural environment. 

If you haven’t voted by mail, the polls are open every day this week, including 

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday from 7am to 8pm. I voted early on Monday at 

Wilde Lake High School around 6pm. It took only about 15 minutes. Everything 

was well organized, everyone wore masks, all of the machines were properly dis-

tanced, and tape was on the floor to keep us at least six feet apart. It did feel 

good to vote and I am sure if you are reading this newsletter, I don’t need to re-

mind you to go exercise your franchise. Pundits are predicting a 65% turnout, the highest in a 

century. Looks like we will be making history with our votes this year! 

Finally, for those of you with children who will be trick-or-treating, have fun and stay safe. If 

you are giving out candy, consider putting it in individual little bags on your front porch so the 

kids don’t have to put their hands in a basket. Looks like it will be cool on Saturday, so dress 

warmly and bring a flashlight. One last reminder, daylight saving time ends on Sunday, Novem-

ber 1 at 2am, so don’t forget to turn back your clocks and enjoy that extra hour of sleep! 

          Deb  

Deb Jung • District Four 

Subscribe to my newsletter here. 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001UNl0DrBI3veJnfwOC6Kx0yP-JiypM90bBkGpEVhmF0rIXb5P8GDP_tL9puAVOFrRLSN0Adbf8HLGo6hOvxKgV6cSegTvOFrtoevQRA2mu-t75Ii37yM2HYeWGMFD9icn0rt5U5jkoZFGHwVtYA-yi_sWhUVe8r93OCr7hrYKJmeFtgfntNlHfQ_GxwF1nhvd


 

 

Council Legislation: Click here. 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER LEGISLATION 

The following is noteworthy legislation voted 

on October 5.  
 

MY LEGISLATION 

CR50 LEED Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings: 

This is a technical correction to my bill requir-

ing new construction to use bird-safe build-

ing designs. The original bill made Howard 

County the first jurisdiction in Maryland to 

require these important bird-safety designs. 

PASSED 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS’ LEGISLATION  

CR142 Racial Equity Task Force: PASSED AS 

AMENDED 

CR143 ”Fight For $15” Minimum-Wage Res-

olution: This legislation encouraged the state 

to continue the gradual raising of the mini-

mum wage. PASSED 

CB51 Prohibition of the Detention Center to 

Accept ICE Detainees: I voted in favor of end-

ing the contract with ICE as I believe that we 

should not be adding ICE detainees to our 

Howard County prison population during a 

pandemic. PASSED, VETOED BY COUNTY EX-

ECUTIVE.   
 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S LEGISLATION 

CR110 Planning Advisory Committee Ap-

pointments: The County Executive appointed 

a citizen advisory group in advance of the 

General Plan that will assist in developing 

and identifying themes and reviewing data 

and recommendations that will be presented 

in the plan. During the Worksession on Sep-

tember 23, I suggested that the Committee 

needed more representation from school 

stakeholders and that Board of Education 

member Vicky Cutroneo should be added to 

the group. Amendment 2, which successfully 

passed, added Ms. Cutroneo as well as a de-

signee of the Howard County Education As-

sociation. It is important that there is signifi-

cant input from the school community to 

better coordinate land-use and school-

capacity planning. PASSED AS AMENDED  

County Council Updates  

https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Legislation


 

 

 UPCOMING COUNCIL SCHEDULE 
 

November 2, 7pm — Legislative Session 

November 9, 1pm — Monthly Meeting 

November 11 — Office Closed, Veteran’s Day 

November 16, 7pm — Legislative Public Hearing 

November 23, 9:30am — Legislative Work Session 

November 26-27 — Office Closed, Thanksgiving 

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-LEGISLATION 

The following is noteworthy legislation intro-

duced on October 5.  

 

MY LEGISLATION 

CB55 County Executive to provide fiscal anal-

ysis for specified legislation: A fiscal analysis 

from the bill’s sponsor will help 

inform the deliberation process. 

In Montgomery County, the 

Office of Management & Budget 

supplies fiscal notes to the County Executive’s 

bills and in Frederick County the Deputy Direc-

tor of Finance provides analysis. This was orig-

inally proposed as a Charter Amendment 

(CR102-2020) but it failed on a 3-2 vote, need-

ing four votes to appear on the 2020 General 

Election ballot.   

CB57 Recommendations to be removed from 

the Technical Staff Reports: I co-sponsored 

this legislation with Councilmember David 

Yungmann in an effort to make the Zoning 

Regulation Amendment (ZRA) process more 

deliberative for the Planning Board and for the 

Council. By removing the required recommen-

dation, the Department of Planning and Zon-

ing is no longer responsible for taking a posi-

tion on the petition and instead can give pros 

and cons to aid the appropriate decision-

making body. I’ve also sponsored an amend-

ment that requires the Technical Staff Reports 

to include specific requirements, which would, 

among other things, include an analysis of the 

petition’s effect on the environmental policy 

goals of the General Plan.  

 

OTHER COUNCILMEMBERS’ LEGISLATION  

CB56 APFO exemption removal for Turf Val-

ley Development: Councilmember Liz Walsh 

proposed this bill, which would remove the 

exemption that the Turf Valley development 

received from the school and roads tests re-

quired of most new subdivisions in the Coun-

ty. The zoned schools, especially the elemen-

tary school, for the phased development are 

at or near 100% capacity and are expected to 

exceed the capacity thresholds by 2024. With 

the removal of the exemption, some planned 

units will be required to wait in the school bin 

until new school capacity is added or until the 

maximum wait period is reached.  

New Legislation 



 

 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S LEGISLATION 

TAO1-2021 Transfer of $54,652,000 from con-

tingency to the New Cultural Center: This is 

one of the most expensive and ambitious pro-

jects that the current Council has been pre-

sented with since its installation. The project 

is also tied to an affordable housing project 

that secured Federal and State aid prior to in-

troduction of the project in the FY2021 Capital 

Budget. The Council held multiple Workses-

sions on this project during the FY2021 Budg-

et sessions that generated many questions 

about the financial viability of the primary pri-

vate tenant, the annual operating costs that 

surpass revenues, and the timing of the pro-

ject in relationship to other affordable housing

-amenities projects stipulated in the Down-

town Columbia DRRA. In an effort to give the 

project more vetting time, I introduced an 

amendment to put the funds into contingency. 

In June, I wrote a letter to the County Execu-

tive and to the Director of the Downtown Co-

lumbia Housing Corporation requesting stand-

ard documents that would be expected for 

any project when assessing financial risks and 

liabilities. Over the summer, housing advo-

cates held three workgroups to introduce the 

project to the public but no new documents 

were produced to Councilmembers. Prior to 

the filing of this Legislation, the County Execu-

tive’s policy director began working with me 

and Councilmember Yungmann on our re-

quests and concerns. Another Worksession 

was held on October 26 to discuss new infor-

mation but the NCC agenda item required re-

scheduling because we weren’t able to cover 

it in the allotted time. I continue to receive the 

requested documents from the Administration 

and am working to complete my analysis. 

 

CB53 Turf Valley Elementary School land pur-

chase of $6 million: A 10-acre parcel in the 

Turf Valley development will be purchased by 

the County. In 2018, a letter of intent stated 

that the parcel would be 15 acres for the 

same sale price. HCPSS also currently owns 41 

acres on Marriottsville Road and Route 40 that 

was part of a 2007 land swap. The parcel has 

no current school development plans though 

HCPSS Planning Department did indicate that 

the parcel is being considered for a future 

middle school site. This was discussed in detail 

at the October 26 Worksession. I have asked 

the school district for its analysis of the viabil-

ity of the 41 acre parcel for school use, as well 

as the proposed 10-acre purchase.  

 

CR151 BOE Capital Budget request FY2022: 

This resolution is needed to enable the BOE to 

request State funding for proposed Capital 

projects. An amendment was pre-filed repre-

senting a recent BOE vote adding High School 

#14 (Troy Park) and ES #44 (West Columbia) to 

the FY2022-2031 Long-Range Master Plan. I 

testified in front of the BOE during their Capi-

tal Budget public hearing on the need for rein-

stating ES#44 into the Long-Range Master 

Plan. I’m grateful to the BOE for making this 

critical inclusion so that West Columbia is on 

track to address increasing capacity issues.  



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
• Early Voting – October 26, 2020 – November 

2, 2020, 7am-8pm 

• Election Day – November 3, 2020, 7am-8pm 

VOTE IN PERSON 

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS  

Any Howard County voter can cast an in-

person ballot at one of the following loca-

tions during early voting (October 26 to  

November 2, 7am-8pm).    
• Marriotts Ridge High School   

• Meadowbrook Athletic Complex 
• Long Reach High School 

• Wilde Lake High School 

• Reservoir High School  

 
ELECTION DAY VOTING CENTERS 

Any Howard County voter can cast a ballot 
at any vote center listed below on Election 
Day (November 3, 7am to 8pm).  
• Lisbon Elementary  
• Glenelg High School 
• Marriotts Ridge High School  
• Mount Hebron High School 
• Centennial High School 
• Meadowbrook Athletic Complex 
• Howard High School 
• Elkridge Landing Middle School 
• Long Reach High School 
• Oakland Mills High School 
• Wilde Lake High School  
• River Hill High School   
• Atholton High School  
• Reservoir High School  
• Hammond High School 
• Patuxent Valley Middle School  
• Laurel Woods Elementary School  

VOTE BY MAIL 
Vote-by-mail ballots have been delivered to 

those who requested ones in advance. Re-

questing a ballot does not prevent you from 

voting in-person.  

 

BALLOT RETURN OPTIONS 

You have the following options for returning 
your completed ballot. Make sure your oath 
is signed on the return envelope or the  
ballot will not count:  
• Use the postage-paid envelope to return it to 

the Howard County Board of Elections.  
• Drop off the completed ballot in an official Bal-

lot Box. 
• Hand deliver your ballot to the Howard County 

Board of Elections, an Early Voting location, or 
an Election Day Voting Center. 

 
BALLOT BOX LOCATIONS 
Ballot drop-off boxes will be available from 

September 23 to November 3rd, 8pm. Drop 

off boxes are monitored and secured by 

trusted election officials and ballots are re-

trieved from the boxes at least twice daily 

by election officials. The drop off boxes are 

not property of the U.S. Postal Service.  

 

Election 2020 



 

 

Howard County COVID Updates 



 

 

 



 

 

County News  

MIHU APPLICATIONS OPEN NOW  
Deadline October 30 
Home ownership is possibility for all County residents through the Moderate Income Housing 
Unit (MIHU) program. Applications are being accepted for the 2020 open enrollment period. 
To qualify, an applicant’s household income may not exceed 80% of Howard County’s median 
income (example: maximum $92,461 for a four-person household). Click here for more.  
 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS GRANT FUNDING 

The Howard County Board Elections received a $700,000 grant to assist with the increased 
costs of the upcoming general election during the pandemic. The Board will use the funds for 
PPE in polling places. The grant was made possible by the Center for Tech and Civic Life and a 
donation from Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg.  
 

HOCO RISE EMERGENCY GRANTS 
Applications Requested  
HoCo RISE Covid-19 Artist Relief Funds are available for individual artists adversely affected by 
COVID-19. Other HoCo RISE grants are available for arts organizations and have a submission 
deadline of the first day of each month. Grant funds will be awarded through December 2020 
or until total funding is distributed. Click here for more.  
 
VIVIAN C. “MILLIE” BAILEY NEIGHBORHOOD SQUARE 
The Vivian C. “Millie” Bailey Park opened in Downtown Columbia with a front-row view of 

Lake Kittamaqundi. The new park has a playground and will be the future site 
of the Howard County Veteran’s Monument. The park’s 102-year-old name-
sake was the first African-American female U.S. pilot, serving in the U.S. Army 
in World War II, and was a 1943 graduate from the Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps Training Center in Fort Des Moines, Iowa. She 
served in the Women’s Colored Detachment in sev-
eral military installations in the U.S. She was also 

one of only two African American women in the Adjutant General 
School, Officers’ Administration Course, November-December 1944 
and graduated with a superior rating; it was the only time she 
served in a non-segregated environment during her military career. 
Since she arrived in Columbia, Ms. Bailey has been a well-respected community leader: a 
member of American Legion Post 156 and a dedicated volunteer and fundraiser at Running 
Brook Elementary School. She also has been recognized by the Community Action Council of 
Howard County with the 2018 Reverend John W. Holland Humanitarian Award for her lifelong 
commitment to serving others.  

 
 

 

 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Housing-and-Community-Development/I-Want-to-Buy-a-Home-in-Howard-County/Moderate-Income-Housing-Unit-Program-MIHU/Open-Enrollment
https://www.hocoarts.org/explore/opportunities-artists-arts-groups/grants/howard-county-artist-relief-fund-covid-19/


 

 

COLUMBIA FLIER BUILDING  
The County is seeking Requests for Proposals (RFP) for the sale of the property. Prior to the 
RFP, the County held a community meeting and a survey soliciting feedback from the commu-
nity on the repurposing of the building. The survey indicted that future owners should value 
the history of the building, prioritize sustainability, and provide a benefit to the community.  
 

HoCo BY DESIGN: GENERAL PLAN UPDATES  
HoCo By Design is providing several engagement opportunities for residents to provide input 
and identify community priorities for maintaining and improving the County’s quality of life. 
This is a once in a decade opportunity to shape how the County grows and responds to 
changing demographics and regional shifts.  
 

Click here to access upcoming dates, event recordings, and meeting presentations.  
 

BYOQ! Bring Your Own Questions: On October 21, the project team held a community dis-
cussion about concerns and priorities.   
 

Community Ideas Exchange Workshop:  A virtual 3-D interactive workshop will provide com-
munity members an opportunity to give input on different planning themes, development 
choices, design considerations, and more. This workshop will be open 24:7 through the 
month of November. More details coming soon.   
 

BLOOD DONATIONS NEEDED 
The American Red Cross now faces a severe blood shortage due to an un-

precedented number of blood drive cancellations in response to the corona-

virus outbreak. Healthy individuals are needed now to donate to help pa-

tients counting on lifesaving blood. Click here for more.  

 

PRE-SUBMISSION COMMUNITY MEETINGS  
Maple Lawn West — November 9, 6pm. Request to increase density for additional residen-
tial units to increase to 473 units. Click here for more.  
Patuxent Commons — November 5, 6:30pm. Request for a residential project located at Ce-
dar Lane and Freetown Road. Click here for more.  
 

HOWARD COUNTY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Applications are being accepted for the following: 
Board of Social Services — November 13 
Pension Oversight Commission — October 30 

Email here for more information.  

 

https://www.hocobydesign.com
rcblood.org/appt
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/Search_Plans/Search_Plans_Web.aspx
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/Search_Plans/Search_Plans_Web.aspx
mailto:pruim@howardcountymd.gov


 

 

School News  

SCHOOL REOPENING 
The Board of Education will be discussing reopening plans during the following Worksessions. 
Click here for more.  
• November 5, 4pm  
• November 19, 4pm  
 

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS  
The Board of Education voted to keep School Resources Officers in HCPSS schools. Following 
this decision, the Howard County Government and HCPSS will hold focus groups in October 
for school and community stakeholders to provide input. A public town hall will follow in No-
vember. The Board of Education will also issue a report on School Resource Officers in Schools 
in September. Click here for more.  
 

Virtual Town Hall 
• November 12, 6:30–8pm, members of the public will have an opportunity to share views 

about SROs during a moderated virtual town hall.  

 

Happy 50th Anniversary! 

HIGH SCHOOL #14 
Troy Park has been selected as the preferred site for High School #14. The HCPSS Superinten-

dent and BOE will convene the Site Review Committee to move the project forward. High 

School #14 is included in the FY2021 HCPSS Long-Range Master Plan.  

https://www.hcpss.org/board/meetings/
https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/files/BTRL37544310/$file/09%2024%202020%20School%20Resource%20Officers%20in%20Schools%20Report%20PowerPoint.pdf


 

 

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY HCC  
I am grateful for the half century that Howard Community Col-
lege has been a fundamental educational resource right in the 
heart of Columbia. The College provides a supportive environ-
ment to so many in the community, from summer campers, 
including my daughter, and dual enrollment high schoolers to 
traditional scholars and enrichment learners. Keep up the 
great work, President Kathleen Hetherington and HCC's facul-
ty, staff, and trustees.” Click here for more about the College’s 
history and 50th celebration.   

Community News  

https://www.howardcc.edu/50/


 

 

Food on the 15th  
A food donation campaign that includes student volunteers has 
received the William Donald Schaefer Helping People Award 
from the Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot. Volunteers col-
lect donated non-perishables and deliver the groceries each 
month to low-income seniors in Howard County.   

Get Your Flu Shot with Neighbor Ride  

Howard County residents who are 60 years of 
age can call Neighbor Ride for door-to-door 
transportation to flu shot providers. Click here 
for more.  
 
 

https://www.neighborride.org/


 

 

As always, the annual Fall Farm and Conservation Day, sponsored by 

the Howard Soil Conservation District, Howard County Economic De-

velopment Authority, and Howard County Farm Bureau, was a huge 

success. Four local farms, each specializing in a different type of 

farming, welcomed us to show how they are adapting to constantly 

changing economic and environmental conditions. Brendel Farms 

gave us a tour of their grain and beef cattle operation. Heron's 

Meadow Farm/BL Teas, Maryland's first and only tea farm, educated 

us about this unique agricultural industry, ag-

ricultural tourism, and conservation practic-

es. Frank's Produce in Sykesville introduced 

their fruit and vegetable operation and explained a very large-scale 

pond rebuild. Ponds have gotten very high-tech these days. Finally, 

we visited Manor Hill Brewing in Ellicott City, which is Howard Coun-

ty's first, and Maryland’s largest, on-farm brewery. We discussed the 

challenges and opportunities with starting a new on-farm operation 

in Howard County. As we concluded we were reminded by Randy 

Mariner that, "If you take care of the land, the land will take care of 

you." Truer words were never spoken.  

Out in the Community 

One of the more enjoyable aspects of serving 

on the County Council is the occasional oppor-

tunity to welcome a new business into our 

community. Such was the case last week when I 

was honored to participate in the ribbon cutting 

ceremony at Nothing 

Bundt Cakes! I’m 

thrilled that Alice and 

Bryan Pax have chosen 

to open this sweet busi-

ness right here in Dis-

trict 4 and wish them 

nothing “bundt”  

success! 



 

 



 

 


