
 

 

 

 

DEB’S DISTRICT UPDATE 

I wish you the best during this holiday sea-
son.  It will be a difficult one for many as we cel-

ebrate this year without our friends and families beside us.  I hope we 
can all find joy in our lives despite the difficult circumstances we find 
ourselves in and know that 2021 is around the corner with vaccines on 
the way. Kindness and thoughtfulness will go a long way during the 
next few weeks so don’t forget to spread it generously among those 
you know and with whom you interact.  We can all use a pleasant 
greeting, smile and a supportive word or two as we bring 2020 to a 
close, a year that we never forget.  

 

Here’s to 2021 and my sincere hope for a year that will bring us all 
health and happiness! 
 

 

         Deb  

Deb Jung • District Four 

Subscribe to my newsletter here. 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001UNl0DrBI3veJnfwOC6Kx0yP-JiypM90bBkGpEVhmF0rIXb5P8GDP_tL9puAVOFrRLSN0Adbf8HLGo6hOvxKgV6cSegTvOFrtoevQRA2mu-t75Ii37yM2HYeWGMFD9icn0rt5U5jkoZFGHwVtYA-yi_sWhUVe8r93OCr7hrYKJmeFtgfntNlHfQ_GxwF1nhvd


 

 

Council Legislation: Click here. 

The Council’s last Legislative Session of 2020 

occurred on December 6. No new legislation 

was introduced due to the December recess.  
 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER LEGISLATION 

CR174 Authorizing the sale of the Flier Build-

ing in Columbia, sponsored by the County Ex-

ecutive. I sponsored a successful amendment 

that secured the public easement through the 

property that is used for pedestrian and bike 

access to Wilde Lake Middle School. PASSED 

AS AMENDED  
 

CB63 Prohibiting discrimination by County 

employees based on citizenship or immigra-

tion status, sponsored by Councilmember 

Opel Jones . PASSED AS AMENDED   
 

CB61 Amending PlanHoward 2030 to include 

the Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan, spon-

sored by the County Executive. PASSED AS 

AMENDED  
 

TAO1-2021 Transfer of $54,652,000 from con-

tingency to the New Cultural Center. TABLED 
 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY LEGISLATION  
The following pre-filed bills will be introduced 

on January 4.  
 

Councilmember’s Legislation  

CB9 Prohibits installation of multi-used sewer-

age systems. Introduced by David Yungmann 
 

CR15 Appoints members of the Councilmanic 

Redistricting Commission. Introduced by the 

Council Chair  
 

County Executive’s Legislation  

CR12 Adopts a new Forest Conservation Man-

ual.  
 

CB1 Requires private animal shelters to apply 

for a license with the County and subjects 

such facilities to violation fines.  
 

CB4 Changes the deadline for the County Au-

ditor’s fiscal analysis of current legislation to 

match the County Executive’s deadline. Pres-

ently the County Executive is required to sub-

mit a fiscal analysis of his proposed legislation 

upon bill filing and the County Auditor re-

views all filed bills with a corresponding analy-

sis due on or before 5pm on the Thursday be-

fore the public hearing.  
 

Zoning Regulation Amendments  

CB7 (ZRA 192) Zoning Regulation Amendment 

for Annapolis Junction Town Center allowing 

structures within 750 feet of a MARC station 

to exceed 100 feet in height up to a maximum 

of 180 feet in a Transit Oriented District.  
  
CB8 (ZRA 193) Zoning Regulation Amendment 

for Blue Stream allowing all Corridor Activity 

Center (CAC) properties to reduce the re-

quired commercial square footage below 20 

square feet per dwelling. 

County Council Updates  

https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Legislation


 

 

 UPCOMING COUNCIL SCHEDULE 
 

December 25—Howard County Government offices closed 

January 1—Howard County Government office closed 

MACO: 2021 Legislative Initiatives   

Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) 

Legislative Committee voted to adopt the fol-

lowing priorities for the 2021 Maryland Gen-

eral Assembly session. Many of this year’s leg-

islative priorities deal with balancing costs re-

lated to the COVID-19 health crisis between 

the State and the Counties.  

 

Defend County Budget Security— Maintain 

the State’s commitment to school construc-

tion and avoid off-setting budget cutbacks by 

shifting financial responsibility to the Coun-

ties.  
 

Ensure Funding Fairness & County Role in 

Elections — Fund State Board of Elections de-

cisions at adequate levels for local Boards of 

Election to properly execute. The State and 

the Counties should split financial obligations 

for voting machines and related systems. The 

State should bear the responsibility for salary 

increases for local election employees and 

there should be adequate input for large pro-

curement contracts requiring local funds.  
 

Build Out Broadband: Broadband Accessibil-

ity Act of 2020 — Prioritize funding for broad-

band access, enhance incentives, orchestrate 

broadband deployment, and leverage existing 

resources and infrastructure for broader use.  
 

Put Public Health First — Public health and 

emergency agencies should receive necessary 

funds to support staff, services, supplies, and 

technology beyond the current crisis phase.  
 

Click here for more.  

While the Council meetings continue to be virtual, we are here for you. 

Please reach out to us at 410-313-2001 or djung@howardcountymd.gov. 

Welcome New Chairs & Appointees 

County Council  
• Chair Liz Walsh, District 1 

• Vice Chair Dr. Opel Jones, District 2 
 

Zoning Board 
• Chair Christiana Rigby, District 3 

• Vice Chair Deb Jung, District 4 
 

Board of License Commissioner (Liquor 

Board) 
• Chair David Yungmann, District 5 

• Vice Chair Deb Jung, District 4 
 

Maryland Association of Counties, Legisla-

tive Committee 
• Dr. Opel Jones, District 2  

• Deb Jung, District 4, alternate 
 

National Association of Counties Liaison 
• Dr. Opel Jones, District 2 

• Deb Jung, District 4, alternate 

https://www.mdcounties.org/


 

 

Howard County COVID Updates 

CARES Act Funding 

A total of $500,000 in CARES Act funding will go to support Howard County residents in need 

of energy assistance. Families needing assistance with their energy bills should contact he 

Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC), which is responsible for fund distribu-

tion. Click here for more.   
 

Masks Required at Alpha Ridge Landfill 

Residents and commercial users must wear masks at all times when visiting Alpha Ridge 
Landfill. If you aren’t wearing a mask, you will be denied access to the landfill.    

Howard County has been responding to the COVID-19 health crisis for nine months now. Cas-

es continue to rise and November 2020 gathering restrictions remain in place. The Howard 

County Health Department is preparing for the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine based on 

developing guidelines from the State. Click here for more.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.cac-hc.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fflic.kr%2Fs%2FaHsmSHzuHG&data=04%7C01%7Cccwilliams%40howardcountymd.gov%7C702041b6610a4f10427808d89df8a3b9%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637433039123506988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.howardcountymd.gov%2FDepartments%2FPublic-Works%2FBureau-Of-Environmental-Services%2FAlpha-Ridge-Landfill&data=04%7C01%7Cccwilliams%40howardcountymd.gov%7C702041b6610a4f10427808d89df8a3b9%7
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.howardcountymd.gov%2FDepartments%2FPublic-Works%2FBureau-Of-Environmental-Services%2FAlpha-Ridge-Landfill&data=04%7C01%7Cccwilliams%40howardcountymd.gov%7C702041b6610a4f10427808d89df8a3b9%7
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Aezx0XyX1M0%3d&portalid=0


 

 



 

 

County News  

PLANNING BOARD 
Zoning Regulation Amendments appearing before the Planning Board include:  

• ZRA-195 Kimberly Kepnes (Sec. 128.K): To be scheduled; amend Section 128.K of the Zon-

ing Regulations to 1) Extend eligibility of sending parcels to all parcels which might contain 

an historic structure; 2) extend increased sending density rates for these properties; and 3) 

allow sending density to be received as bonus density.  
 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS: APPLY FOR LEADERSHIP U  
Deadline January 27 
Rising Howard County high school juniors may apply for Leadership U, a mentorship that in-
troduces students to government, business, and civic affairs; builds teamwork skills; and fos-
ters engaged citizens. Click here more. 
 

COMMISSIONS FOR VETERANS & MILITARY FAMILIES  
Deadline January 4 
Two vacancies on the Commission on Veterans and Military Families currently open to an ap-
plicant who is a family member of a veteran or active duty service member and a veteran who 
is a member of a veteran organization.  
 

BLOOD DONATIONS NEEDED 
The American Red Cross now faces a severe blood shortage due to an unprecedented number 

of blood drive cancellations in response to the coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals are 

needed now to donate to help patients counting on lifesaving blood. Click here for more.  

 

INPUT NEEDED: STATE RAIL PLAN 
The Maryland Department of Transportation has launched an update of the Maryland State 
Rail Plan, which sets priorities and goals for efficient, safe and sustainable freight and passen-
ger rail service across the state. MARC and Amtrak rail passengers, the general public, and 
other freight and passenger rail stakeholders are invited to provide input online. Click here for 
more.  
 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 
Kathleen Koch has been recognized with the 2020 Howard County Emergency Management 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Koch served nearly 850 volunteer hours since March of 2020 as 
the chair of the Howard County COAD, which provided a cohesive governmental and non-
profit response to the COVID-19 health crisis. Leila Mahlin was also recognized with a Certifi-
cate of Recognition for collecting and distributing face shields and over 12,600 homemade 
masks to Howard County residents. Mahlin worked over 1,300 volunteer hours towards this 
effort.  
. 

 

http://leadershiphc.org
rcblood.org/appt
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicks.aweber.com%2Fy%2Fct%2F%3Fl%3D7LY0W%26m%3DfyFwy2jPGNf5KMU%26b%3D23O9Ec7Eb67_Mc57W523Xw&data=04%7C01%7Cdjung%40howardcountymd.gov%7Cf0cb5c45097f4f24dc5608d8a103a2d9%7C0538130803664bb7a95b9
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicks.aweber.com%2Fy%2Fct%2F%3Fl%3D7LY0W%26m%3DfyFwy2jPGNf5KMU%26b%3D23O9Ec7Eb67_Mc57W523Xw&data=04%7C01%7Cdjung%40howardcountymd.gov%7Cf0cb5c45097f4f24dc5608d8a103a2d9%7C0538130803664bb7a95b9
https://mdrailplan.metroquest.com/


 

 

The Department of Planning and Zoning invites residents to share their visions for Howard 
County through the following input opportunities.  

Initial recommendations and observations from the process have been assembled into sev-
en Physical Assessment reports. Click here for more.   

• Register: Provide your input and be added to the email list. 
• Community Ideas Exchange Workshop: A virtual 3-D interactive workshop with 8 differ-

ent activities. 
• On The Table: Host a small group conversation focused on how we can make our com-

munity stronger. 
• Better Communities Online Game: A map-based activity where you choose where and 

HoCo By Design: General Plan 

HOLIDAY TREES RECYCLING 
December 26—January 16 

Residents can recycle holiday trees through the County’s Merry Mulch 
program. Since 1993, the Merry Mulch program has kept thousands of 
trees out of the landfill, helping to save money and the environment. All 
collected trees are delivered to the Composting Facility at Alpha Ridge 
Landfill and recycled into compost and mulch. Residents are reminded 
that mask wearing at Alpha Ridge Landfill is always mandatory on the 
premises. Click here for more.   

https://www.hocobydesign.com/physical-assessments
https://www.hocobydesign.com/register
https://www.hocobydesign.com/ciew-homepage
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hocobydesign.com%2Fon-the-table&data=04%7C01%7Cjdelmonico%40howardcountymd.gov%7C4f36ab8a2c154bdb3b2008d88b28527a%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637412352597248154%7CUnknown%7
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnew.maptionnaire.com%2Fq%2F3brz6r8y4w67&data=04%7C01%7Cjdelmonico%40howardcountymd.gov%7C4f36ab8a2c154bdb3b2008d88b28527a%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637412352597258111%7CUnkno
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Environmental-Services/Curbside-Collections/Merry-Mulch


 

 

School News  

MEAL SERVICE 
The following school meal sites have been suspended until January 4 due to insufficient 
staffing. During HCPSS winter break, there will be no meal service but families may pick up ad-
ditional meals in advance of the break.  
• Mayfield Woods Middle School  
• Gorman Crossing Elementary School  
• Wilde Lake Middle School 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR PRINCIPAL & TEACHER OF THE YEAR  
Deadline January 8 
Does your school have a teacher or principal who goes above and beyond for the students? 
Recognize their dedication with a nomination for the annual Howard County Public School 
System Principal of the Year and Teacher of the Year awards.  
Click here for more.  
  
 

https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2020/11/nominations-for-hcpss-principal-and-teacher-of-the-year-due-january-8-2021/


 

 

HOWARD COUNTY HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR 
The Howard County Historical Society has designed an interactive online tour of the County’s 
prominent sites in an effort to maintain their annual House Tour tradition during the pan-
demic. Viewers can explore interior, exterior and aerial views of the Patapsco Female Insti-
tute, Christ Church, and Mt. Pleasant. Historians will share vignettes about Ellicott City’s His-
toric Main Street, the Circuit Courthouse, Mt. Ida, and Castle Angelo. Click here for more.   
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: MITTEN TREE   
As the weather turns colder, children in our community need your help. Donate new child-
sized mittens or gloves, hats, and scarves to any of the six Howard County Library system 
branches throughout December. Place your donations in the Mitten Tree collection box in the 
lobby. Donations will be given to the Community Action Council of Howard County for Head 
Start children and families.  
 

COLUMBIA COMMUNITY CARE MOVES INDOORS 
Faulkner Ridge Neighborhood Center is currently being used by Columbia Community Care 
as an indoor food and supplies distribution site through the end of March 2021. Click here 
for ways to give or receive help.  
 

WILDE LAKE HIGH SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB SURVEY  
Help Wilde Lake’s Environmental Club by completing a survey collecting data about replacing 
plastic utensils with a biodegradable or reusable option in Howard County public schools. 
Click here for more.    
 

COLOR BURST ICE RINK AT MERRIWEATHER DISTRICT 
Merriweather District is hosting an outdoor ice rink until January 31. Click here for more.  

Community News  

https://hchsmd.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00118MzqORhwQIkywszGke4CwYVgR0grDe86mORRby15dgie-dK1bHkIQUzy1BZMSmZfb9ZlJzI3dTQlvhdM6oBznGh3cbQ5dwloNUn6VgplJg6Je_f_kN62xceCaSfOZJ5bWMOpcHV8EbJ6JsgrywtKsLVjYZMF_UU%26c
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00118MzqORhwQIkywszGke4CwYVgR0grDe86mORRby15dgie-dK1bHkIQUzy1BZMSmZfb9ZlJzI3dTQlvhdM6oBznGh3cbQ5dwloNUn6VgplJg6Je_f_kN62xceCaSfOZJ5bWMOpcHV8EbJ6JsgrywtKsLVjYZMF_UU%26c
http://columbiacare.live/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_GKbugkoTw1xU_x8XeASlnbEafveo5zsOAz43Ndv8mbU7vg/viewform
https://merriweatherdistrict.com/whats-on/color-burst-ice-rink/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkoPl_OPf7QIVFUqGCh3upwy1EAAYASAAEgLiBfD_BwE


 

 

Holiday Info 


