
 
 
 

 
 
CEC NoCo Families, 
 
We wanted to provide an update on new guidance that has been released by the Larimer County 
Department of Health and Environment (LCDHE) this week. We recognize that all of the changes to the 
guidelines and protocols being implemented by the health department and school are hard to follow. If 
you have any questions about the protocols listed below, please do not hesitate to reach out to Principal 
Kelly Smith at kelly.smith@coloradoearlycolleges.org  or the school nurse Jen McGlue at 
jen.mcglue@coloradoearlycollegs.org.  
 
Please note that the indoor mask mandate is still in effect in Larimer County.  Also please be aware that 
these guidelines may change throughout the semester, but we will keep our families aware of any 
updates. 
 

• Updated Isolation Guidance: Isolation orders are issued by the county when someone tests 
positive for COVID-19 or develops symptoms after being a close contact to someone that tested 
positive. Updated guidance on how the health department will be handling isolation orders this 
semester can be found below: 
 

o Students and staff who have been positively diagnosed with COVID-19 will be required 
to isolate from the school setting for 5 full days from symptom onset (or positive test if 
asymptomatic) returning on day 6. You must wear a well-fitting mask for days 6-10. 
Please note that the health department has become backlogged on providing isolation 
orders and may not provide these orders for every positive case; however, the 
expectation is still that students and staff isolate for the required period of time. 

o You are only able to return to the school setting if you have been fever-free for 24 hours 
without the use of fever reducing medication and your symptoms are gone or 
significantly improved. 

o Any students and staff who are unable to wear a mask around others due to an 
approved mask exemption should isolate or quarantine for the full 10 days and may 
return to school on day 11. 
 

• Updated Quarantine Guidance: Quarantine orders are issued by the county when someone is 
identified as a close contact, which means that they were within 6’ (12’ for high-risk activities) of 
a positive case for more than 15 cumulative minutes. The quarantine period for individuals that 
have been identified as being close contacts has been reduced to 5 days from the date of 
exposure as long as they don’t have any symptoms and wear a mask when they return. Students 
will no longer be quarantined from exposures in the classroom or during lunch. Please note that 
there are several ways for students and staff to be exempt from quarantine: 

 
o Students under 18 who are vaccinated and at least 2 weeks out from their last shot 

-or- 
o Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine within the last 6 months  

-or- 
o Completed the primary series of J&J vaccine within the last 2 months 

-or- 
o Have a confirmed case of COVID-19 within the last 90 days. 
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• Updated Contact Tracing: LCDHE is no longer contact tracing unless the positive case 

participated in a high-risk activity such as Choir or PE. We will discontinue routine contact 
tracing for classrooms and for lunch effective immediately. We have included a letter from 
LCDPHE that has been asked to be shared with our families regarding this change. 
 

• Updated Communication Procedures: Because we will no longer be contact tracing, we won’t 
be sending out exposure notifications for close contacts or classroom exposures unless they 
involve a high-risk activity. Case information will continue to be made available to our families 
through the newsletter.  
 

As we see more and more schools in the region switch to remote learning, we ask that you do your part 
in keeping our school open. If your student is sick or showing any symptoms of COVID-19, please keep 
them home. This, along with proper mask wearing, will continue to be the best mitigation strategy we 
can implement. We appreciate your partnership in ensuring we are doing everything we can to keep our 
doors open and students learning. 
 
Thank you, 

 
 

  
  

Kelly Smith • CEC Windsor Principal  
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