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                                                                            October 18, 2020 - 10:00 A.M. 
                                                                                         Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE (Garden Service)                                      Morning Has Broken                                                     arr. Lloyd Larson                            
                    (Indoor Service)                                        weg in einer Krippe                                                    John T. McFarland                                           
 
WELCOME, CONCERNS, AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH (Indoor Service) 
 
PROCESSIONAL (Garden Service)                            Bist du bei mir                                                                        J. S. Bach                                
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Let us pray to the Lord, 

who is our refuge and stronghold.  
For the health and well-being of our world, 
that all who are fearful and anxious 
may be at peace and free from worry: 
Lord, hear us, 

People: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Leader: For the isolated and housebound, 

that we may be alert to their needs, 
and care for them in their vulnerability: 
Lord, hear us, 

People: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Leader: For our homes and families, 

our schools and young people, 
and all in need or distress: 
Lord, hear us, 

People: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Leader: For a blessing on our local community, 

that our neighborhoods may be places of trust and friendship, 
where all are known and cared for: 
Lord, hear us, 

People: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Leader:  We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 
  to the mercy and protection of God. 
All: Merciful Father, accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 

our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Like the two crowds in our text that met on the road to Nain, two distinct 
crowds cross paths in our world today.  One crowd is dominated by the 
certainty of death, while those who know the Savior experience the hope 
and joy of life everlasting.  



 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 473 (Garden Service)  For the Beauty of the Earth 
     485 (Indoor Service)       To God Be the Glory 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
As the body is clothed in cloth, the muscles in the skin, the bones in the muscles and the heart in the chest.  So are we, body 
and soul, clothed in the goodness of God.  Yet, too often we turn away from this goodness that is in our very being. Trusting 
in God’s faithfulness, compassion, and constant presence within and among us, let us confess our sin before God and one 
another. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Leader: God of Mercy and Grace, Universal Healer, in this time of sickness we cry to you. We open our hearts to receive 

you, to find comfort in you. Today we pray about COVID-19.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
 
Leader: You call us in such a time to be bold, to be brave.  
People: Forgive us Lord, for we have been afraid.  
 
Leader: You call us in such a time to stand tall in these earthly bodies. To use hands and feet to serve.  
People: Forgive us Lord, when our fear has led us to cower from your call to action.  
 
Leader: You call us in such a time not to trust sensationalism, but to modestly and humbly stay the course we have been 

given.  
People: Forgive us when we let the news overshadow our neighbors. Forgive us, also, when we haven’t taken the sort 

of caution that serves and protects our neighbors.  
 
Leader: We acknowledge still our part to play for the sake of the common good. We acknowledge that as we stay the course 

of your Kingdom in the world, still we must take caution in such a time.  
People: Forgive us when we have made light of the suffering of others.  
 Forgive us when we have not considered our duty (Pause for reflection and meditation). 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Leader: Church, take heart! You are forgiven, you are loved — Our Triune God will not leave us alone in this time—We, the 

Church, are powerful in Love.  Transform us by your Spirit and your Word into a faithfulness which never falters. 
Bring us into Your Shalom, joining saints and angels of all ages.  In the Trinity we pray.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  
 
ANTHEM (Garden Service)                              My Father’s Beautiful World                                                         Joseph Martin 
                   (Indoor Service)                                         My Eternal King                                                                   Jane Marshall                                                  
 
THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE                  Luke 7:1-17        

 Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                          The Tale of Two Crowds                                         Rev. Dr. Olin McBride 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith)                                                                                                                  
We believe in one true and living God. We acknowledge one God alone, whose demands on us are absolute, whose help 
for us is sufficient. That One is the Lord, whom we worship, serve, and love.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    



 

 

CLOSING HYMN NO. 306 (Garden Service)           Fairest Lord Jesus 
 
CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH (Garden Service) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE  (Garden service)                                My Heart Ever Faithful                                                                 J. S. Bach                                                                                                                 
                        (Indoor service)                                         Trumpet Tune                                                                  Henry Purcell 
 
The Flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in grateful appreciation of our church members’ love, 
patience, and diligence during these difficult times.  We praise God that we are able to gather again for in-person worship for 
the first time since March 8.   
 
Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Merlin Richardson, who passed away October 6.  He was the brother of Ron 
Richardson.   
 
Welcome to worship!  While we all enjoy the beauty of Stuart Garden, we remind you that this service will be uploaded to 
YouTube and available for viewing on Monday.  
 
Our indoor service, which is usually streamed online, can be viewed as usual today at 10:00 A.M. by those unable to be 
with us this morning.   
 
Join us for in-person worship on Sunday, October 25.  You must register to attend this service.  Beginning Monday,        
October 19, you may register by using this link or on our website.  If you have questions or need more information, please 
contact Richard Hastings at rihasti@comcast.net or Bob Taylor at bob1981@comcast.net or phone the church office at 662-
842-5681. 
 
Mark your calendar for FPC’s Drive-Thru Supper which will be on Wednesday, October 28, from 5:30 P.M. until                
6:30 P.M.  This will be a complimentary meal with wonderful food, including a kids’ selection, a great salad, and a delicious 
dessert, too!  You may register by using this link, or on our website, or calling the church office. 
 
Church office hours are Monday through Thursday, from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.  
 
Operation Christmas Child will be done a little differently this year. We are offering three different times for you to pick 
up boxes, and we will be offering a drive-through one afternoon to drop off our boxes. You may pick up your box at the end 
of church services on October 18 and 25 and at the Wednesday Night Supper on October 28.  Our youth group has offered to 
make boxes for those who would like to offer a donation rather than make a box, so we are accepting checks on the box pick-
up days or members can mail in a check to the church. Since we are not having our usual services in the sanctuary, we had to 
think through drop offs differently this year. We are offering a drive-through drop off outside, under FPC’s covered drive-
through, on November 1 from 11:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. If you have any questions, please call or text Sally Kate Collins at 
(662) 871-3761.  
 
Come and be a part of our in-person Bible study!  We meet in the Fellowship Hall each Wednesday morning at 11:30 A.M.  
For more information or to sign up, email Melissa McDuffie at mcduffiemel18@gmail.com. 
 
Spring Flower Bulb Drive—To God be the glory for the gift of spring and the beautiful colors that it brings.  If you would 
like to make a gift to the bulb fund with an honorarium or memorial in the name of a loved one, please send your donation with 
the name and designation to the church office by Sunday, November 1.  Minimum of $20 for each name. 
 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Weekly Budget:  $16,960                         Amount Received 10/11/20:  $4,053 
YTD Budgeted Income:  $734,952           YTD Income Received:  $704,627 
 
PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 
Cancer Treatments:  Judy Armentrout, Aimee McDonald Burrow, Julie Seiler  
Homebound:  Grace Stamps, Denise Williford, Bernice Baker 
College Students:  Emma Counce, Leland Counce, Gatlin Farrar 
 



 

 

TV Broadcast of the Service is the following week on Christian Network Television at 9:00 A.M. Sunday; and at 8:00 P.M. 
Monday on Channel 4 Comcast, Channel 49 Dish and antennae, and Channel 20 MaxSouth.  Service is also streaming on 
YouTube.com—search First Pres Tupelo.  Also visit our website at www.firstprestupelo.org. 
 
THIS WEEK AT FPC 
Sunday, October 18 
10:00 A.M.  Worship Service in Stuart Garden and later streaming on YouTube 
 
Monday, October 19 
6:00 P.M.  Session Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
7:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts, Stuart Garden 
 
Tuesday, October 20 
9:00 A.M.  T’ai Chi Chih 
7:00 P.M.  A.A. Meeting, Session Room 
 
Wednesday, October 21 
11:30 A.M.  Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, October 22 
12:00 P.M.  A.A. Meeting, Session Room 
 

SPACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR OCTOBER 24th and 25th! 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


