
“Advent with ‘Joy’” 

 
 

Dear Mission Friends, 

In one of his homilies for the first Sunday of Advent, Fr. Mark Link, SJ, shared the following: 

“Someone has observed that the most dangerous day of our lives comes when we learn the 
meaning of the word “tomorrow.” For on that day we discover that we can put things off… And, 
of course, that frequently leads to a lot of trouble. 

There is a delightful story about an elderly woman who used to straighten up the house each night 
just before going to bed. One night her husband said to her: ‘Honey, you’ve had a big day and you 
are very tired tonight. Why don’t you wait until morning? There’ll be plenty of time to straighten 
up things then.’ His wife replied: ‘My dear, did it ever occur to you that this may be the night 
when Jesus comes for one of us? Whether it is for me or for you, I don’t want him to enter a messy 
house.’ 

The woman’s point is in keeping with the spirit of Advent: we should always be prepared for the 
coming of Jesus.” 

Not long ago I came across an interesting poem by an unknown author. It reads:  

“If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two, if he came unexpectedly, I wonder what you’d 
do. Oh, I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honored guest, and all the food you’d serve 
him would be the very best. But when you saw him coming, I wonder what you’d do. Would you 
rush right to the door to let him in, or would you first hide a magazine or two and put the Bible 
and a crucifix where they had been? And I wonder if the Savior spent a day or two with you, would 
you go right on doing the things you always do? Would you go right on saying the things you 
always say? Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? Would you take Jesus with 
you everywhere you’d planned to go? Or would you, maybe, change your plans for a day or so? 
Would you be glad to have him stay forever on and on? Or would you sigh with great relief when 



at last he had gone? It might be interesting to know the things that you would do, if Jesus came in 
person to spend some time with you.” 

That poem may not win a literary prize, but it’s right on target in telling us what Advent is all 
about: Making room for Jesus in our so often cluttered lives and hearts… so that he may be born 
anew in our midst and remain with us in a more visible way forever. Our mission begins by giving 
the Lord the first place in our lives and then he’ll be willing to even work wonders with us and 
through us as we reach out to others the world over. 

Have a grace-filled Advent Season and a God filled Christmas and New Year! 

With deep gratitude, 

Blessings and much peace, 

Fr. Mark and the Xaverian Missionaries 
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