Lots of legislative news
We’re going to try to cover as many bills as we can, but some things on my list for Monday night will have to wait until next week. The first immigration bill to get through subcommittee was House Study Bill 15, establishing a new criminal offense of “smuggling.”
We discussed the following education bills:
· The governor announced that she introduced her proposed to require that school districts ban cell phone use during instructional time.
· A subcommittee advanced House File 88, which would remove or relax several important regulations related to homeschoolers.
· House Study Bill 30 incorporates the governor’s proposal to require that all high school students pass the citizenship exam.
· A subcommittee advanced Senate Study Bill 1028, which would mandate that schools show students videos about fetal development, which are designed to promote anti-abortion views and are not medically accurate.
· House Study Bill 31 would change Iowa Code on school start dates. Since 2015, August 23 has been the earliest possible start date for most K-12 schools. (That was a priority bill for Governor Terry Branstad.) The new bill would change that to either August 23 or the Wednesday after the Iowa State Fair, whichever is earlier.
· More than one bill would require public schools to allow private school students to participate in extracurricular activities that aren’t offered at their private school.
· State Representative Jeff Shipley is pushing for House Study Bill 85, a ban on certain food dyes and margarine in foods served at school.
· The Iowa National Guard’s proposals for school scholarships are moving forward.
Many bills related to higher education are scheduled for subcommittee hearings this week, so stay tuned.
We had time to talk about a couple of state government bills. State Representative Bobby Kaufmann’s five-year moratorium on new casinos is on a fast track. House Study Bill 80 got through subcommittee and the full Ways and Means Committee on Monday. The bill is aimed at a Linn County casino project but would greatly restrict the state Racing and Gaming Commission’s ability to approve any new casino license.
A proposal to change county supervisor elections in a few counties is back. Senate File 75 would require counties with a population greater than 125,000 (Scott), or containing a Regents university (Story, Johnson, Black Hawk), to elect county supervisors by district.
Lots of bills related to crime or courts are moving. We hit on a few of them:
· Senate File 22, a version of a hands-free driving bill, is through subcommittee. A House subcommittee will advance a similar bill this week. Key lawmakers are optimistic the long-running proposal will finally get to the governor’s desk this year.
· A proposal to ban doxxing got through a Senate subcommittee Monday. But Democratic State Senator Tony Bisignano didn’t sign off on the bill, due to First Amendment concerns. Senate File 35 would make it an aggravated misdemeanor to commit harassment by “purposefully and without legitimate purpose disseminate, publish, distribute, or post” personal info without consent of the other person, “with the intent to threaten, intimidate, annoy, or alarm the other person, or with the intent to encourage or entice third parties to threaten, intimidate, annoy, or alarm the other person.” I’ve had my share of online trolls, but “annoying” someone should not be a crime.
· A House subcommittee advanced House File 25, which would enhance penalties if someone committed a crime while wearing a mask or other device designed to conceal their identity. If this bill moves forward, it will be amended to remove exceptions in the initial draft.
· Several proposals would make it a crime to use AI to create child pornography.
· Attorney General Brenna Bird’s proposed constitutional amendment to allow children and some adults to testify by video in certain criminal proceedings (House Study Bill 35) is through a subcommittee.
· I think I was the only reporter to attend a subcommittee on another legislative priority for Bird: new restrictions on defense subpoenas (House Study Bill 20). Those must be court-approved and are supposed to allow defendants to obtain potentially exculpatory information. Bird and some county attorneys asserted at the subcommittee that some people use them in an abusive or harassing way. Last year the Senate passed the attorney general’s proposal, but House leaders didn’t bring it to the floor. The two House Republicans who voted to advance this year’s version indicated they have some concerns with the wording.
Finally, the LGBTQ advocacy group One Iowa warned in a Friday news release, “Multiple independent sources have confirmed that Governor Kim Reynolds will introduce legislation to remove basic human rights protections from transgender Iowans. This bill would remove gender identity from the Iowa Civil Rights Act, stripping transgender Iowans of critical anti-discrimination protections in the areas of housing, credit practices, education, employment, and public accommodations.”
I wasn’t able to get any comment on this from the governor’s office or from State Representative Steven Holt. He chairs the House Judiciary Committee and has chosen not to advance similar bills in the past.

