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Final Round Interview:     SCOTT McCARRON  ( -17)     
February 12, 2017 
 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Scott, congratulations.  Win No. 3 on this tour and it couldn't come in a 

more exciting fashion today.  Maybe just talk about that 18th hole, maybe take us through it 

and then we'll get some questions. 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  All wins are exciting, Dave, but this one, to be able to finish it off 

the way I did, really something special.  It was a very good day.  I stayed very patient.  

I was behind a couple.  Olin Browne got off to a quick start.  I watched the 

leaderboard a little bit and then I kind of got the lead with that eagle on 7, which is a 

great putt from, God, 80 feet or something like that in front of the green.   

 

Then I lost the lead again I think 9 and got the lead back again maybe after 10, but I was just 

kind of hanging in there.  Hit a really good shot on 16 that came up an inch short and I 

buried it under the lip.  Knew I had to either birdie the last two or birdie-eagle.   

 

Didn't birdie 17 so came to 18 and hit a beautiful drive right down the middle.  Actually 

backed off the first time I got over it.  I didn't like what I was feeling or seeing so I backed off 

and saw a little bit better shot and was able to step up and hit a beautiful drive down there.  

Had 179 to the hole and hit 7-iron.  As soon as I hit it, I couldn't see it at all, just went right in 

the sun so I had no idea, but it felt good.  It was one of those that just felt right on the button 

and I was able to hear the crowd cheering and I knew it was at least inside 10 feet and I was 

pleasantly surprised to get up there and see it was only about six feet straight up the hill.   

 

Again, I got up there to hit that putt.  I was away and Joe was there and Doug was there but 

they weren't ready to go and so I stepped up there and didn't take much time just like I 

always do and hit it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Did you know where you stood where you got to 18?  

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  You know, I had a pretty good idea because Carlos had already 

finished, and unless Freddie or somebody made an eagle on 18 to get there, I pretty much 

knew that I needed to make eagle to win and birdie to get in the playoff. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Have you ever had a finish like that at any time in your career where you 

won, made an eagle or -- 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  At Principle I birdied the last three holes to win.  I had to make about 

a 10-footer to win there.  I had to make about a 10-footer to win in the playoff against Tom 

Byrum and had that six feet straight up the hill.  So seems like every time I've won out here 

I've had to make a putt on the last hole or in a playoff to do it.  So very happy to come away 

with a win today. 
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Q.  Were you a little disappointed you didn't get to see the shot that won it? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Not at all.  Again, I couldn't see it but man, it just felt good, right on 

the button.  I know I talked about it earlier, but one of my dear friends and mentor, sport 

psychologist Dr. Glen Albaugh, we've worked together since 1992 and he just had knee 

surgery and just got out of the hospital.  We don't talk as much as we used to, but we used 

to practice with our eyes closed all the time.  He got that really from Golf in the Kingdom.  

Michael Murphy and Glen Albaugh grew up together.  Michael Murphy wrote that book Golf 

in the Kingdom, one of the best golf books, at least the first half that I've ever read.  So I got 

to spend a lot of time with Michael.  Glen and I hit shots with our eyes closed, chip with our 

eyes closed, putt with our eyes closed.  I used to play entire rounds with him closing my 

eyes just trying to feel what it was, if I could sense where the body movements were and 

where the shot would going, if it matched what I saw and felt.  So to get up there and hit that 

shot and have no idea where it was going, I knew it was good. 

 

Q.  Did the crowd let you know pretty well? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, I knew it was good as soon as I hit it, but the crowd let me 

know that it was close, yeah. 

 

Q.  What was going through your head on the putt?  You stroked it and you started to 

fist pump.  

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, I knew it was in.  It was kind of a left-center putt and six feet 

straight up the hill.  I got my line lined up, went right through my routine, very calm and 

stroked it just the way I wanted to.  As soon as I hit it, I knew I made it.  Again, it's just one of 

those things when you're on and you can feel that, it's a great feeling and today I had that. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) 18 there.  Is there any thought that went through there, I could eagle 

out or go into a playoff? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Not at all.  I'm thinking that I want to hit a good shot and I'm standing 

on the tee trying to see the shot I want to hit and then trying to -- working on producing the 

thoughts that take that to the next level.  Getting in the fairway after I hit a good shot, I'm not 

thinking about I've got to make eagle, I'm thinking about I've got to hit a good 7-iron, I've got 

to make a good swing here.  I'm going to start it right there and it's just going to peel off just 

a little bit -- there's the trophy -- and doing that.   

 

Again, when you start saying I've got to make eagle or I've got to do that, I think you start 

putting undue pressure on yourself.  So I was just trying to, this is a driving range 7-iron, get 

up there and hit it just like you know how to and we'll see what happens. 

 

Q.  Six feet? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, it was six feet straight up the hill. 
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Q.  Scott, you were the only guy all week who had 5 under or better all three rounds.  

Did it feel like that consistent to you all week? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  You know, it felt -- I felt very patient all week.  The first round I shot 6 

under, I could have shot 8, 9, 10 under.  I didn't birdie -- I eagled one of the par 5s but didn't 

birdie any other par 5s and I could reach them all.  I had hybrids and irons in and I didn't 

birdie them all, so I feel like I left some shots out there.   

 

Yesterday was just playing pretty good, staying real patient and then I birdied three out of 

the last five holes to shoot 6 under, so very happy with that round.   

 

Today, you know, I just was just kind of hanging in there.  It wasn't like everything was going 

great.  I made a couple mistakes early, then I bogeyed 9, which was not a good bogey, in 

between clubs and picked the wrong one, didn't really trust what I was trying to do there.  

Made another bogey on 16 after hitting a great 5-iron that just came up three inches short.  I 

just stayed very patient all day and really all week. 

 

Q.  Scott, (inaudible) you were second on the tour last year and you had two today, 

three for the week.  (Inaudible)  

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it's one of the things that, you know, I drive the ball fairly long 

and fairly straight, so I'm going to have some opportunities on par 5s out here where I can 

reach a lot of these par 5s.  I know I was second in eagles but I was first in eagles per hole 

because I didn't play as many holes as Wes.  Again, hitting long drives and putting them in 

play is one of the biggest things.  I have an advantage, I was top 4 in driving distance last 

year on the Champions Tour.  Anytime you can do that and hit it in the fairway, you're going 

to have a big advantage over some of the guys that are 20, 30 yards behind you. 

 

Q.  One thing you did not do today was have a bad hole.  There were a couple of 

doubles out there that really hurt the guys who were chasing you. 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, good for them.  (Laughs.)   

 

Q.  Did that enter your mind? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  No, that didn't enter my mind.  I'm not worried about what's going -- I 

saw that Pernice was at 16 or 17 and I almost made birdie on whatever it was, 13.  Then I 

saw him miss a putt on 14, the par 3.  Figured he probably made bogey there.  I hit a 

beautiful 5-iron just behind the hole and didn't hit a very good putt but I knew we were tied.  

Then I saw him up ahead on 15 over in the left stuff.  I didn't know where he was or what he 

did.  Did he make double there?  So I knew that he probably made bogey or something right 

there.   

 

Again, I drove the ball really well today and all week.  Like that hole in particular, I drove it 
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way down there and had 9-iron in, so that's a hole where guys are going at it with 6- or 

7-irons again.  Drove it good on 17, drove it good on 18.  I was driving the ball well today, all 

week. 

 

Q.  This is a little tongue in cheek, but Jenny jumped into your arms at the end.  Is that 

because of you or the money? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  She's right there.  Hopefully because it's me.  You know, she has 

been amazing.  I don't know if you guys have followed our story, but we got married last 

year, April 23rd at the Bass Pro Shops and I had been kind of just playing okay up until that 

point.  After that, I kind of went on a tear, bunch of top 10s, I've had three wins since now -- I 

don't know how many top 10s.   

 

JENNY McCARRON:  Last year's tournament. 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  And last year's tournament here.  It's amazing what a difference a 

year makes.  I came to this tournament last year where they had banned anchoring and I 

spent all offseason trying to learn how to putt.  How am I going to putt.  Am I going to go 

nonanchored, am I going to go short putter, am I going to go claw, am I going to go 

left-handed?  I had no idea what I was going to do.  I practiced a lot, all these different 

methods not knowing if I was going to be able to play out here on the Champions Tour and 

be competitive.  I was competitive when I first came out for eight events and then all of a 

sudden USGA and R&A bans anchoring and so I'm trying to figure out what I'm going to do.   

 

I spent hours on the putting green here with my teacher EA Tischler trying to figure it out.  I 

brought a different putter that was really heavy and was the same length as my normal 

putter and it was windy all week and I didn't putt very well.   

 

I went down to Naples the next week and putted poorly the first day, again with that same 

putter.  Then I went short.  I'm like, I'm just going to go short claw.  So I putted short claw 

there, went home for a couple weeks, came out to Tucson, short claw, finished 14th or 17th, 

but I knew it wasn't good enough to win.  So I'm like, I need to figure this out.  So I went back 

to my old putter, this TaylorMade Spider, cut it down about an inch and a half, added some 

lead tape to bring the weight up and finally got an angle where it's parallel to the ground and 

I felt like I could get over it and putt it.   

 

But a year ago to this day I had no idea if I was going to be able to play well enough and putt 

well enough to be competitive on the Champions Tour.  Now I've won three times.  I think it's 

a pretty amazing testament for a guy that really a year ago wasn't even sure he was going to 

be able to play anymore. 

 

Q.  Congratulations. 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Thank you. 
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Q.  Pardon my tardiness.  You've probably been asked this.  If you have -- 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  It's okay. 

 

Q.  The distance on the second shot to 18? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Yes, distance on the second shot to 18, I had 162 front, 172 to carry 

the bunker and 179 to the hole.  I hit 7-iron and had six feet straight up the hill, left-center 

putt.  Nobody's asked that, so great question. 

 

Q.  Six foot straight up the hill.  It appeared to me as I was watching you hit that putt, 

you didn't hesitate at all?  

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  No. 

 

Q.  It was like you just stepped up and said okay, I've got this? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, no hesitation.  As soon as I walked up and saw where it was, 

my caddie and I actually read greens through AimPoint, so he putts a level on every 

five-yard grids on the green, so I knew exactly where we had a level, right there 2.0 percent 

slope, putt going basically going straight back at me.  So I knew as soon as I stepped up 

what that putt was going to do.  I walked around it just because I had plenty of time to do it.  I 

really wasn't looking at anything else.  I knew it was in.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  No, he's not doing the slope. 

 

Q.  On 18 a lot of players will just slam their second shot into the dirt and go from 

there.  That never crossed your mind? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  You know, it didn't.  I felt I wanted to hit it close and it was 

interesting.  I felt like I could possibly hit a really hard nuke and draw an 8-iron and get it 

there, but if I didn't hit it perfect, it might not carry that 172 number.  I can hit it 160, 162, an 

8-iron and it was a little downwind, but if I didn't hit it perfect, it wouldn't carry.  So I wanted 

to take something to make sure I carried that bunker.  If it went a little long, no big deal, but 

7-iron was never going to go into the back tarp.  I wanted to hit it close, I wanted to close 

that sucker out.  

 

Q.  You wanted to go with the wind? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Oh, absolutely.  No, no, I was not going to play-off-the-tarp birdie, I 

was going for the win, absolutely. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Scott.  
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