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W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

Greetings Subscriber! 

Michigan is experiencing a much colder winter than we
have in the past few years. This type of cold weather
can be challenging for so many of us. 

Although it may not feel like it, spring will be here before
we know it. We hope you can find small moments of joy
as you read through seed catalogues, dig through your
seed collections, and plan for the 2026 growing season.

MIFFS has worked diligently to compile the events and
resources linked in this newsletter for you. 

Follow us on social media where we share a variety of
opportunities for funding, education, employment and
networking in our regular posts and stories. Come visit
us on Facebook and Instagram!

You can also access our database of resources by
visiting our website at www.miffs.org/resources.

Warmly,
the MIFFS Team

M I C R O L O A N S  F O R  F A R M E R S  I N  N W  L O W E R  P E N I N S U L A  C O U N T I E S

Highlight This Month!
The 2026 Microloan application is open, with a deadline of February 17th.

This partnership between Crosshatch Center for Art and Ecology and
Oryana Community Co-op provides much-needed zero-interest loans to

local food producers.

looking for new or established farms and food businesses that need access
to $500 to $10,000 in capital to start or grow their operations. If you're

interested in applying, learn more here: www.crosshatch.org/ecology-
farming/microloans

https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.miffs.org/resources
http://www.crosshatch.org/ecology-farming/microloans?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaUJmNXlNNjA1aVZMTkJ0b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7viJhixXmpM08axxH_NlFAQI7OJWU4SI7EpL2XmHMj2YRGWd98cGEIh9YaWw_aem_Kb7gUh1kQPB-DhTESO_EDA
http://www.crosshatch.org/ecology-farming/microloans?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaUJmNXlNNjA1aVZMTkJ0b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7viJhixXmpM08axxH_NlFAQI7OJWU4SI7EpL2XmHMj2YRGWd98cGEIh9YaWw_aem_Kb7gUh1kQPB-DhTESO_EDA


W E B I N A R S ,  T R A I N I N G S  &  C O N F E R E N C E S

G R A N T S ,  L O A N S  &
R E S O U R C E S

J O B S ,  I N T E R N S H I P S  &
F E L L O W S H I P S

EDUCATION

FUNDING EMPLOYMENT

Educational Opportunities

Funding
Opportunities

Employment
Opportunities

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/YWgVelF/EducationResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zndaVVS/FundingResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zaO2fuK/FundingResources


C o n n e c t i n g  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  u n d e r s e r v e d  f a r m e r s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e s o u r c e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  e n s u r i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p ,  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  

Support Our Mission

DONATE

I f  y o u ’ v e  s p e n t  a n y  t i m e  o n  a  r o o f ,  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i t ’ s  n o t
e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s a n t  u p  t h e r e — b l a z i n g  i n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  f r i g i d  a n d

w i n d y  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  S l a p  s o m e  s o l a r  p a n e l s  u p  t h e r e ,  t h o u g h ,  a n d
t h e  c a l c u l u s  c h a n g e s :  S h a d e d  f r o m  g u s t s  a n d  e x c e s s i v e  s u n l i g h t ,
c r o p s  c a n  p r o l i f e r a t e ,  a  t e c h n i q u e  k n o w n  a s  r o o f t o p  a g r i v o l t a i c s .

A n d  b e c a u s e  t h a t  h a r d w a r e  p r o v i d e s  s h a d e ,  e v a p o r a t i o n  i s
r e d u c e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  b i g  w a t e r  s a v i n g s .  P l u s ,  a l l  t h a t  g r e e n e r y

i n s u l a t e s  t h e  t o p  f l o o r ,  r e d u c i n g  e n e r g y  c o s t s .

L o n g  h e l d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  u r b a n  a r e a s  a r e
e m b r a c i n g  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  w o r l d  a s  t h e y  t r y  t o  p r o d u c e

m o r e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f o o d ,  i n  c o m m u n i t y  g a r d e n s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d
a g r i v o l t a i c s  u p  a b o v e .  I n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c h a o t i c  c l i m a t e ,  u r b a n

a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  f o o d  s e c u r i t y ,  g e n e r a t e  c l e a n
e l e c t r i c i t y ,  r e d u c e  l o c a l  t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  p r o v i d e  r e f u g e s  f o r

p o l l i n a t o r s ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  f o r
u r b a n i t e s ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s .  R e a d  t h e  f u l l  a r t i c l e  h e r e .

Follow us on social media!

A Surprisingly Powerful Tool to Make Cities More Livable
Eagle Street Rooftop Farm in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, New York.Education Images/Citizens of the Planet/Universal Images Group via Getty Images

Urban farms and gardens ease food insecurity, boost mental health, and
create communities.

by Matt Simon, Mother Jones Magazine

https://miffs.org/donate/
https://www.wired.com/story/the-ultra-efficient-farm-of-the-future-is-in-the-sky/
https://grist.org/cities/the-delight-and-power-of-unplanned-urban-green-spaces/
https://grist.org/cities/the-delight-and-power-of-unplanned-urban-green-spaces/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6135392/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6135392/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2025/11/powerful-tool-livable-cities-urban-farms-gardens/
https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWmcghZHqXcRQRQmpmXoRPQ

