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Greetings Subscriber! 

Winter weather and lots of snow has arrived to
Michigan in the past week, we hope you are keeping
warm and safe through the storms. We wish everyone a
restful, peaceful and joyous holiday season with the
acknowledgement that this is, and has been, a very
stressful and trying time for so many of us. 

We continue to work hard towards our mission and
maintain hope and strength for a better future for
farmers and all of our community members.

It is a good time of year to take advantage of webinar,
conference and workshop opportunities to help you
grow and strengthen your operations. Check out our
educational opportunities link below for a curated list of
events in the Michigan and Great Lakes region. 

For the most up to date resources please follow our
social media pages on Facebook and Instagram. You
can access our database of other resources by visiting
our website at www.miffs.org/resources.

In Solidarity,
the MIFFS Team
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Highlight This Month!

MOFFA’s Organic Intensives event is back this coming January 10th,
2026 on the campus of Michigan State University! 

This one-day conference will allow attendees to gain in-depth
knowledge that can be immediately applied, empowering YOU to
make a real difference when it comes to organic, ecological, and

regenerative farming and gardening practices. Register here.

https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.miffs.org/resources
https://moffa.net/organic-intensives/


W E B I N A R S ,  T R A I N I N G S  &  C O N F E R E N C E S

G R A N T S ,  L O A N S  &
R E S O U R C E S

J O B S ,  I N T E R N S H I P S  &
F E L L O W S H I P S

EDUCATION

FUNDING EMPLOYMENT

Educational Opportunities

Funding
Opportunities

Employment
Opportunities

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/YWgVelF/EducationResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zndaVVS/FundingResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zaO2fuK/FundingResources
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Follow us on social media!

C o n n e c t i n g  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y
u n d e r s e r v e d  f a r m e r s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e s o u r c e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  e n s u r i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p ,  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  

Support Our Mission

DONATE

F o r m e r  C h i c a g o  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r ,  R i c k  B i e t e r m a n  n o w  f a r m s  i n  t h e  C o l o r a d o
H i g h  D e s e r t ,  g r o w i n g  h a y .  W a t e r s h e d  R a n c h  h a s  a n  a n n u a l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o f  1 1
i n c h e s  a n d  s i t s  a t  8 , 0 0 0  f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n  –  p r o v i d i n g  a b o u t  9 0 - 1 0 0  f r o s t  f r e e
d a y s  p e r  s e a s o n .  A d d  i n  p o o r  s o i l  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  f a r m i n g  b e c o m e s  a  c h a l l e n g e .
R i c k  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  C o l o r a d o ’ s  S T A R  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  f o c u s e s  o n  s o i l  h e a l t h
p r a c t i c e s .  

W h e n  p r i c e s  o f  s y n t h e t i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  s o a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C O V I D  p a n d e m i c ,  h i s
g o a l  w a s  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  t o  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  u s e  a n d  i m p r o v e  s o i l
q u a l i t y .  H e  f o u n d  c o m p o s t  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n d  l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  a  W e s t e r n  S A R E
g r a n t  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  m a k e  h i s  o w n .  

L i s t e n  i n  t o  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a s  R i c k  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f
f a r m i n g  i n  a  h i g h  a l p i n e  d e s e r t ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,
a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  h e ’ s  t r i a l i n g .  H e  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  o n  t h e  l e a r n i n g
p r o c e s s ,  e m b r a c i n g  f a i l u r e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  q u e s t  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n
f a r m i n g .  

A l s o  w a t c h  R i c k ' s  Y o u T u b e  v i d e o s  o n  f u n g a l  c o m p o s t

Creating Fungal Compost
by 

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE)

https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWmcghZHqXcRQRQmpmXoRPQ
https://miffs.org/donate/
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/fw23-416/
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/fw23-416/
https://westernsare.buzzsprout.com/711552/episodes/17297194-watershed-ranch-fungal-compost-to-improve-soil-health-in-high-desert-colorado
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQbenyTmaYWOT7PQ2IbjFHg

