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W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

Greetings Subscriber! 

October is here and the 2025 growing season is
winding to a close even though the weather in the
Lansing area certainly still feels like summer. We are
looking forward to cooler temperatures and the slowing
down that comes with autumn and winter.

Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural
Development (MDARD) wants to remind folks of the key
biosecurity measures you can take if you raise poultry,
whether you’ve got a backyard flock or a commercial
operation, to protect your livestock from the avian flu
during peak migration times. View their easy to read
infographic here.

For the most up to date resources please follow our
social media pages on Facebook and Instagram. You
can access our database of other resources by visiting
our website at www.miffs.org/resources.

In Solidarity,
the MIFFS Team

C U R I O U S  A B O U T  T R A N S I T I O N I N G  T O
O R G A N I C ?

Highlight This Month!

The Michigan Transition to Organic Partnership Program
(TOPP) is offering free organic farm field days and webinars

coming up in October. This is a great opportunity for both
farmers and farm educators to learn more about organic

production practices and certification. 
Register here.

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/-/media/Project/Websites/mdard/documents/animals/diseases/avian/Protect-Your-Flock-Infographic.pdf?rev=08699fc0b2d04e07984c5de4397b31e0&hash=5D8005673ACFC753A3292200E8116F56
https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.miffs.org/resources
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/field-days-workshops-and-webinars-for-farmers-transitioning-to-organic


W E B I N A R S ,  T R A I N I N G S  &  C O N F E R E N C E S

G R A N T S ,  L O A N S  &
R E S O U R C E S

J O B S ,  I N T E R N S H I P S  &
F E L L O W S H I P S

EDUCATION

FUNDING EMPLOYMENT

Educational Opportunities

Funding
Opportunities

Employment
Opportunities

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/YWgVelF/EducationResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zndaVVS/FundingResources
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/zaO2fuK/FundingResources
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Follow us on social media!

C o n n e c t i n g  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y
u n d e r s e r v e d  f a r m e r s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e s o u r c e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  e n s u r i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p ,  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  

Support Our Mission

DONATE

G r o w i n g  l e t t u c e  i n  h i g h  t u n n e l s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  c a n  b e  t r i c k y ,  b u t  i t  a l s o
o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  t o  f r e s h ,  l o c a l  g r e e n s  w h e n  d e m a n d  i s  h i g h .  F r a n k l i n t o n
F a r m s ,  a  n o n p r o f i t  i n  C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o ,  r e c e i v e d  a n  $ 8 , 7 8 1  N C R - S A R E  F a r m e r
R a n c h e r  g r a n t  t o  t e s t  w a y s  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  w i n t e r  h i g h  t u n n e l  s p a c e .
T h e i r  r e c e n t  v a r i e t y  t r i a l  h e l p e d  i d e n t i f y  l e t t u c e  v a r i e t i e s  t h a t  t h r i v e  i n  w i n t e r
c o n d i t i o n s ,  b o o s t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  f o r  w i n t e r  s a l a d  m i x
p r o d u c t i o n .

“ M i d w e s t e r n  w i n t e r  g r o w e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y ’ r e  s t a r t i n g  o u t ,  m a y  s t r u g g l e
t o  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  o p t i m i z e  t h e i r  w i n t e r  s a l a d  m i x
p r o d u c t i o n , ”  s a i d  M i c h e l l e  N o w a k ,  f o r m e r  f a r m  m a n a g e r  w i t h  F r a n k l i n t o n
F a r m s .  “ R e s e a r c h  h a s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  b a b y l e a f  b r a s s i c a s  a n d  l e t t u c e  a r e
a m o n g  t h e  t o p  c h o i c e s  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  i n c o m e  w i t h  w i n t e r  g r o w i n g ,  b u t  w i t h
s o  m a n y  c h o i c e s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  i t ’ s  h a r d  t o  k n o w  w h i c h  v a r i e t i e s  g e n e r a t e
t h e  b e s t  r e t u r n s . ”

R e a d  t h e  f u l l  S A R E  a r t i c l e  h e r e .

Winter High Tunnel Salad Mix Varieties Tested
Franklinton Farms tested different types of salad and lettuce greens to see which grew best in

their high tunnel in Ohio. The goal was to find top performers for small-scale growers.

https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn
https://www.instagram.com/miffs_michigan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWmcghZHqXcRQRQmpmXoRPQ
https://miffs.org/donate/
https://northcentral.sare.org/news/winter-high-tunnel-salad-mix-varieties-tested/

