
 

  

  

  

ACTION NEEDED: 
Write Burlington City Council before 

vote on pro-BDS, anti-Israel 
resolution SEPT 13 

 

  

  

Temple Sinai, 
 

On September 13, between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the 
Burlington City Council will be voting on a pro-BDS, strongly 
anti-Israel resolution (below). This would make Burlington the 
first municipality in New England to endorse BDS.  The 
resolution also calls for an end to U.S. security assistance to 
Israel, our only democratic ally in the Middle East. 
 

While our community welcomes people with a range of opinions on this topic, 
Temple Sinai's Vision statement includes: "We believe that support for a safe 
and prosperous State of Israel is an important part of our Jewish identity," and 
our board has voted in the past not to cooperate with organizations that 
support BDS.Rabbi Edleson has been active for decades in Reform Zionist 
movements and believes there is a strong antisemitic impulse behind BDS and 
that many classic tropes of antisemitism are evident in BDS's worldview, 
rhetoric, and attempts to reduce a complex issue into emotional slogans 
blaming only Jews. Every major mainstream Jewish organization, including J-
street oppose BDS (and so does Bernie!). The Reform Movement is proudly 
Zionist, and while critical of Israeli policies and actions in the West Bank, 
strongly opposes BDS. The CCCAR (Reform Rabbis) has condemned BDS. 
The ADL believes BDS to frequently cross the line into antisemitism. . 
 

If you want to express your opposition to this resolution, here is 
what can you do to oppose the resolution: 

• Write or send an email to the Burlington City Council and 
encourage them to vote NO on this harmful and divisive 
resolution. We need to send as many emails as possible, so 
forward this information to any Vermonters you know that 



would support it. You can email all 12 City Councilors at once 
at citycouncil@burlingtonvt.gov. 

 

• Come on September 13 at 7:00pm to the Burlington City 
Council meeting and be prepared to speak directly to the 
Council during the public forum, which begins a 
7:30pm. Your presence also will serve as show of support 
for those who speak in opposition to this 
resolution. (Please note that speakers generally are provided 2 to 3 

minutes to speak – so be prepared to get your points across in as little 
as 2 minutes. Please be sure to sign up to speak when you enter 
Contois Auditorium in City Hall.) 

 

• Share this with any friends of family in Vermont, and 
especially in Burlington. 

 
 

Below are links to: 

1. The Resolution before the Council, 
2. Counterpoints to the Resolution 
3. Sample texts and points for your emails to the City 

Council, 
4. The CCAR's Resolution condemning BDS 
5. ADL's short explanation of BDS and points against it 
6. David Hirsh's article on why BDS is antisemitic 

 
 

The Resolution 

  

mailto:citycouncil@burlingtonvt.gov
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LSh-gjI72Agr6ZTzYObnoUwKaS60PbCbCS2YKJdfRyS9L1TIQP5PB2GrD5OkeiiJlok5r7phMCTtR7o8bVuTSSy5fac_rN4pm9O_gH4Crrr7PZK4-qoB35oKMM2asG1pzoyyZs2uNNADNsKQbK9W7-ic6ParD3piQa1Mg2KLfpsECQ=&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==


Counterpoints to Resolution 

 

 

Sample Points and Emails 

 

 

Reform Rabbis Resolution 
Condemning BDS 

 

 

ADL on BDS 

 

 

Dr. David Hirsh (U. of London) on Why 
BDS is AntiSemitic 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LSh4_2B0fIsSJxA_jENFxgoPRHbRH8nB48XRDS3iTdnGHmDM8MvNyJy_F-8Bc22Dnn2QFi13g3sCrMAnDznTLJZ26QD4MwDWofUdZ1wPLvA3JTVLL7OaoinKSJep_3iqd4s7uKJoFoxyuVBr2-D_cyfTeTdQ7g3VJrsSsidUqgHioY=&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LShLC12pqfXqU42sFVbjHrvuJwgwIYzIofVrbuMBFp6R1a16C-CsIKxvfpkl9hmGmvIO4NXLSoUzC5yiiOoZd6dyjtt-LtaqLlTgKuRRic6Ei3W4h05S_1nG8-y6ypEwO0JMJnmvuJ0qL4brZyzApnCraVMjyU1JAJ3gmOpm60TpbBc8S3oxjlmUA==&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LShLC12pqfXqU42sFVbjHrvuJwgwIYzIofVrbuMBFp6R1a16C-CsIKxvfpkl9hmGmvIO4NXLSoUzC5yiiOoZd6dyjtt-LtaqLlTgKuRRic6Ei3W4h05S_1nG8-y6ypEwO0JMJnmvuJ0qL4brZyzApnCraVMjyU1JAJ3gmOpm60TpbBc8S3oxjlmUA==&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LSh4uuHgAIrrK4Jgyp-yymIdWiopK3HaR-0vHQsvYgs3X3NWaAkNpsvTXU__RTLGTKa37Gd2Qlad-mrbk4tQfsRKFDdYOEe4Z8JtsI1zzIBiAvJzgHtSh_54RA1ikQPIGfCjwPcYxkeI15l2PzzflVMIoS8vDs1TD3wzHASAL1iWiY=&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LShwljQXjVnf2PSFnmrfJ7srbTbztuzKEAeHe0MVp-m9glS81PX-tqqPf2xq1zrYBPyWP9KpyyLdjdv_MHw0n85mA5BDx81NUgrIEpgdKT-ezZeAw2gbkxhIMlnUU6iktWOl0js5EcatNEMgZ6C_dCJT62XYFhM6OM7HrWW0zEzY5o=&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAe6J6FHd8LShwljQXjVnf2PSFnmrfJ7srbTbztuzKEAeHe0MVp-m9glS81PX-tqqPf2xq1zrYBPyWP9KpyyLdjdv_MHw0n85mA5BDx81NUgrIEpgdKT-ezZeAw2gbkxhIMlnUU6iktWOl0js5EcatNEMgZ6C_dCJT62XYFhM6OM7HrWW0zEzY5o=&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPAUCd3gT_EZ4FAqAdrsQosMmHCgOSpRawcpT_rZaRrwG1G2ojNvvhmo3spH8C9cuPPT3kM_6Uu0BNfQcp1ZpDvRV3hWqbXtyNfWUS_z_fGc1-4-3EbyqXjC_l5iNVDrk0LA==&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPARQwAKu5jelwu8HNvBxcjGYqf0_alEFoSV6xm-eaS7PXpl37hitXc7e_XaCiAyilcsFso86dTWlVKtUQKLo6N93_bdPoDL8KdcgD_ygyMxJM&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016WiZBwxo2j7kArJEBmAeuHHlLN3nscDZK_tLZEmwExhCnKwqPLAPARQwAKu5jelwu8HNvBxcjGYqf0_alEFoSV6xm-eaS7PXpl37hitXc7e_XaCiAyilcsFso86dTWlVKtUQKLo6N93_bdPoDL8KdcgD_ygyMxJM&c=2ISRO7fvz8Y3sh4IBusFQh_0XH3DoKta_bObozywEVuzDVRFo9IaoQ==&ch=KeehG81ceXgxonFH_AFE1Lp-7sk2JgQO6CirIZqVe7L1CJKjDs4aig==

