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Women’s History Month



Disclaimer: The Dupage County NAACP does not own the rights to images and videos displayed in the newsletter. 

Follow on Social Media 
@dupagenaacp

Click on Icon to Skip 
Directly to the Page!

https://www.instagram.com/dupagecountynaacp/
https://www.facebook.com/dupagecountynaacp
https://twitter.com/dupagenaacp
https://youtube.com/channel/UCzLr5hDlHvzCtAn46Upf1CA


Events
Environmental Lobby Day 
April  26, 2021 in Springfield

To see all upcoming candidate forums click 
here for more!

Save the date!
Illinois Criminal Justice Reform Bill: Facts vs 
Fiction Town Hall Meeting                                                                  
April 29 at 7:00-8:30 pm Webinar streamed on 
Facebook hosted by Rainbow Push

        
            

Meetings 
May 8th, 2021- 10:00 am

Virtual Meeting
Quarterly Meeting

July, 2021
Virtual or In Person*
National Convention

September 24th-26th, 2021
Virtual or Macomb, Illinois*

84th Illinois State 
Convention

November 13, 2021 
10:00am

Virtual or In Person*
Quarterly Meeting

Meeting Registration 
Links Can Be Found 

on the Website 
Towards the Date of 

The Meeting.

            Website Link

Colors of International 
Women's Day Explained

(March 8th)

*According to The International 
Women's Day Website

Purple signifies justice & 
dignity

White represents virtue

Green symbolizes hope

http://dupagecountynaacp.org/events/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ByiM_ZLzqdaDVUpNzSXPiPMi_5h6FqyTLqekzcPQC4g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ByiM_ZLzqdaDVUpNzSXPiPMi_5h6FqyTLqekzcPQC4g/edit?usp=sharing
http://dupagecountynaacp.org/events/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/about#:~:text=Purple%2C%20green%20and%20white%20are,purity%2C%20albeit%20a%20controversial%20concept.
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/about#:~:text=Purple%2C%20green%20and%20white%20are,purity%2C%20albeit%20a%20controversial%20concept.


                      

                                    

DuPage County NAACP opposes HB 1759 as an unnecessary law. The bill is based on past 
legislation coming from the ultra-conservative American Legislative Exchange Council (“ALEC”). 
ALEC has a history of pushing similar bills across the country. ALEC has also been a key backer of 
many voter suppression bills that adversely affect people of color. ALEC supported the proliferation 
of Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” laws, which prevented the arrest of George Zimmerman after he 
killed Trayvon Martin.

HB 1759 is designed to limit peaceful protests and deny citizens their constitutional right to exercise 
freedom of speech. It was first adopted in North and South Dakota where indigenous activists 
peacefully protested oil pipelines such as Keystone XL and Dakota Access. The law was created to 
use against those protestors. This law is currently facing lawsuits in South Dakota and Louisiana.

The right to protest and peacefully assemble is the bedrock of a functioning democracy and is the 
core of the First Amendment. Many of our most fundamental freedoms and civil rights were won 
through mass protests. It is exemplified by the Civil Rights movement and Women’s Suffrage; 
however, opponents continue to try to find ways to criminalize peaceful protesters.

HB 1759 would significantly enhance criminal penalties for anyone entering or causing damage to a 
very loosely defined set of critical infrastructure facilities. HB 1759 defines critical infrastructure too 
broadly including power lines; chemical, polymer, steel, or rubber manufacturing facilities; 
telecommunications switching offices; cell towers, telephone poles and lines, railroad tracks, 
trucking terminals, freight transportation facilities, and/or storage facility that is enclosed by a fence 
or other physical barrier.

HB 1759 invents new crimes with excessive penalties for activities that are lawful and constitutional 
and would make any amount of property damage during a peaceful protest a felony. The bill would 
make drawing on a building with a marker a felony charge punishable by up to 3 years in prison.

HB 1759 threatens to disproportionately harm people of color. It significantly enhances criminal 
penalties by turning low-level offenses into felonies and worsens the already excessively harsh 
treatment, of Blacks and other people of color within the criminal justice system. Black people are 
more than twice as likely to be arrested during public protests compared to whites.

DuPage County NAACP urges all elected official as well as its community partners to oppose HB 
1759. We implore its sponsor, Rep. Jay Hoffman, to table HB 1759 and to not introduce it in any 
future session.

Our Struggle Continues.
Michael L. Childress, President
DuPage County NAACP



Click on the Images to Read 
the Outstanding Stories of 
Greta Thunberg and Tarana 
Burke!

Additionally, health committee member, 
Jennifer Ladisch-Douglass, was featured in 
a recent Healthline article advocating 
controlling the cost of insulin. Within the 
article, Ladisch-Douglass pointed out the 
confusion surrounding insulin copay cap 
laws. 

The Health Committee is also gearing up 
to participate in a statewide health 
promotion to address health disparities 
linked to COVID-19. Members began 
training and hopefully will launch the 
initiative in early April.

Committee Chair: Janice Guider

Health Committee
The Health Committee continues its mission to change the paradigm of 
health and wellness during March. Committee Chair, Janice Guider, 
prepared as a witness before the Illinois State Senate in order to support 
Senate Bill 1854, sponsored by State Senator Laura Ellman. This 
proposed legislation addresses health disparities with a mandate for 
increased screenings, at an earlier age, for vitamin D sufficiency and 
diabetes. Motivating supporters to complete a witness slip proved 
challenging as many people are unfamiliar with the process. 
Fortunately, there were over 100 proponents and insufficient opposition. 
The Bill passed into Committee as "Agreed On." The next step is 
consensus-building to garner more support for passage. 

https://metoomvmt.org/get-to-know-us/tarana-burke-founder/
https://www.biography.com/activist/greta-thunberg


Political Action Committee
School districts 200, 203, 204, 308, and 108 
held candidate forums. There was also a 
town hall for Bolingbrook to meet the 
candidates. The Dupage County NAACP 
hosted an Aurora aldermanic candidates 
forum. On March 15th, a candidate forum 
for the Village of Hanover Park Trustee was 
held. On March 23rd, the Aurora Mayoral 
Forum occurred.
Committee Chair: Patrick Watson

Environmental Justice Committee
Several members of NAACP joined the 
Town Hall led by Sierra club’s water 
advocate, Mila Marshall. On March 14 
Terri Quain and Connie Schmidt 
presented Climate Change and Clean 
Energy to the DuPage County NAACP 
Youth Council.
Committee Chair: Connie Schmidt

ACT-SO Committee
The ACT-SO committee is actively getting 
ready for their 43rd annual competition. In 
addition, they are looking for volunteer 
judges to evaluate the results of the 
competition. Click here for more info.

Click here for the competition categories
Committee Chair: Dorletta Payton

Click on the Images to 
Read the Outstanding 
Stories of Nina 
Simone and Ellen 
Ochoa!

https://dupageactso.wildapricot.org/judge/
https://dupageactso.wildapricot.org/Competition
https://www.biography.com/musician/nina-simone
https://www.biography.com/astronaut/ellen-ochoa


Click on the Images to 
Read the Outstanding 
Stories of Amanda 
Gorman and Patsy 
Mink!

Criminal Justice Committee
On March 25th, the DuPage County 
NAACP joined with the Fox Valley 
Ministerial Alliance and the People's 
Coalition to host a Mayoral Candidate 
Forum for Aurora’s upcoming mayoral 
election. The candidates are Mayor 
Richard Irvin, John Laesch, and 
Alderman Judd Lofchie.

Committee Chair: Vincent Gaddis

Veteran Affairs Committee
This past month, the Veterans 
Affairs Committee met with the 
State Chairman of the Armed 
Services/Veterans Affairs 
Committee, Demetrius Coleman. 
Committee Chair,  Antonio Hylton, 
scheduled bi-monthly meetings to 
contact other branches in hopes 
of forming partnerships.

Committee Chair: Antonio Hylton

Youth Council
In February the Youth Council held 
a kahoot contest on Black History 
Month. Winners were announced 
at the March 14th meeting. This 
March they introduced guest 
speakers to talk about climate 
change and clean energy. To top 
this off, the Youth Council 
announced that April 25th is the 
tentative date for their virtual 
career fair!

Youth Council Advisor: Stephanie 
James

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/patsy-mink
https://www.theamandagorman.com/


Education Committee

Click on the Images to 
Read the Outstanding 
Stories of Sonia Sotomayor 
and Sunita Williams!

During the month of March, there were School 
Board Candidate Forums hosted by the 
Education Committee. These forms were for 
the Oswego District 308, Naperville District 
204 Naperville District 203, and Wheaton 
District 200. 
Additionally, there has been a proposal for a 
change in the STEAM Enrichment camp, 
whose purpose is to bridge the “opportunity 
gap” for students of color. This proposal 
consisted of extending the camp to 4 weeks. 
The camp is seeking additional corporate and 
local sponsors.

Committee Chair: Kijuana Boulrece

General Meeting Guest Speaker
Judge James McCluskey visited the 
general meeting on March 16th. As a 
Dupage County judge,  Judge McClusky 
supervises evictions in the eviction court. 
He notified everyone on the partnership 
with the Illinois Housing Development 
Authority on the implementation of Illinois 
Emergency Rental Assistance program. As 
of April, Dupage County will receive 27-28 
million dollars for landlord and tenant 
relief. In more news, on March 29, 2021, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) extended its eviction 
moratorium, further preventing the 
eviction of tenants who are unable to 
make rental payments. Read the CDC 
announcement.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

BLACK GIRL 44 

Due Date: May 1, 2021 at 11:59pm

For Information & 
Requirements, Click Here!

https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/more-information/academic-camps-workshops
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/0329-Eviction-Moratorium.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/0329-Eviction-Moratorium.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.biography.com/law-figure/sonia-sotomayor
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sunita-Williams
https://www.impactofavote.com/2021-scholarship-bg44?fbclid=IwAR1Oa8pOIK3FQegUzdj_C-L9oQ0IhGgK6t1zhuaJcdISjhdfXds_YEAUoQI


Women’s 
History 
Month

That’s Amazing! Sweets & Treats

Location: 16108  Division St, Unit 110 
(Illinois Route 59) Plainfield, IL 60586
Phone Number: (630)-207-8036

Check Out This Timeline!

Women’s History Month is our time 
to recognize and raise awareness of the 
amazing actions of women everywhere. 
These contributions include 
advancements in the fields of STEM and 
promoting gender equality through 
movements. By highlighting women 
who have made a difference in history, it 
opens up that world of possibilities to 
young girls. We can learn how women 
have contributed to our society. We can 
support women-owned businesses, 
women artists, and women authors.  We 
can uplift, support, and recognize the 
importance of the women in our 
communities.

Together, when we fight for our rights, 
we win!

To the executive women leaders of the 
Dupage NAACP

          Thank you for your contributions 
and hard work!

Debra Jordan
Theresa McGill
Jasmine Morton
Louisa Nuckolls
Dorletta Payton
Theresa Quain
Connie Schmidt 

Yasmeen Bankole
Dr. Elizabeth Boone
Kijuanna Boulrece 
Margret Childress
Betty Green 
Janice F. Guider
Antonia Harlan
Stephanie James

Check Out This 
Woman-Owned 

Business! (Click Here)

https://www.thatsamazingsweetstreats.com/
https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/timeline/womensfootprintinhistory/en/index.html#section07
https://www.thatsamazingsweetstreats.com/
https://www.thatsamazingsweetstreats.com/
https://www.thatsamazingsweetstreats.com/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/18kILdFvYgdxjS8OCSUzL2cEmAgqpqgsq/preview


 

Click Here to Join! Follow Us on Social Media 
@dupagecountynaacp

| Contact the Communication, Press and Publicity Committee |
 Elizabeth Boone Ed.D., 2nd VP NAACP | secondvp.dpcnaacp@gmail.com 

The front cover graphic is accredited to Smithsonian. To read 
their piece on the concept of girlhood click here!

http://dupagecountynaacp.org/membership/
https://www.instagram.com/dupagecountynaacp/
https://www.facebook.com/dupagecountynaacp
https://twitter.com/dupagenaacp
https://youtube.com/channel/UCzLr5hDlHvzCtAn46Upf1CA
mailto:secondvp.dpcnaacp@gmail.com
https://americanhistory.si.edu/girlhood

