
Today! 
10:00am Worship in the Sanctuary, Zoom, and Live Stream 
10:15am Sunday School (following Holy Communion) 
11:00am Coffee Hour and Social Time in Fellowship Hall 
12:30pm Boston Renewal Church Worship and Gathering 
 
 
 

          IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Prayers of healing and wholeness for Kristine as she undergoes 
immunotherapy for melanoma. 
 

Prayers without ceasing for Ann and Peter.  
 

Prayers for all the people of, and peace in, Gaza, Israel,  
   The West Bank and throughout the Middle East.  
 

Prayers of healing and wholeness for Tom and Betsy and Mike.  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATIONS 
 

 
NOURISH is our collaborative weekly shared meal and program for  
adults, youth and children on Wednesday evenings co-hosted by  
East Congregational and First Congregational Churches of Milton.  
 
 

BE SURE TO SAVE THESE SPRING DATES! 
WED. APRIL 24 @ 6:00pm 
WED. MAY    1 @ 6:00pm 
WED. MAY    8 @ 6:00pm 
WED. MAY  15 @ 6:00pm 

_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

BETTER TOGETHER 
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,  

for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.” 
Galatians 6:9 

 
Our Better Together Team continues to move ahead. 

 
We’ve met again twice with the team from First Congregational 
Church, and in one of those meetings hosted Rev. Alex Shea Will,  
our Area Conference Minister (who also joined us for NOURISH that 
evening.) Alex told us about some of the resources the Conference 
can provide and shared stories of other churches who have navigated 
successful consolidations and mergers. We’ll be talking to some of 
these churches to hear about the lessons they learned along the way. 
We also spent some time at this meeting surfacing some of the thorny 
questions we want to explore together. Addressing these questions 
will be part of our agendas for future meetings.  
 
As we continue our conversations with First Congregational Church, 
we also continue to work with the Core Values you all shared with us, 
and to learn more about other churches in the area.  
 

Thank you again for your input at our Check-ins. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and staying tuned . . . 
 
 

Our Better Together Team, 
Vicki, Dwight, Linda B., Jean, Holley, Steve N., Sharon  

  

__________________________________ 
 

Pastor Shelly is traveling out of state through April 15 
to be with family and to co-officiate Todd’s Memorial Service. 

Pastoral colleague Rev. R.G. Wilson-Lyons is in town and available  
in the event of any pastoral care emergencies. 

 
TODAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 14 

WE WELCOME GUEST PREACHER 
THE REV. ELLIE RICHARDSON 

 

Rev. Ellie Richardson (She/Her) is an ordained minister of the United Church 
of Christ and a graduate of Andover Newton Theological School. She has 
served as Minister of Spiritual Development in the historic Andover 
Association of the Massachusetts Conference (MACUCC); Chair of the 
Committee on Formation for the historic Andover Association; Associate 
Conference Minister for Lay & Clergy Leadership Development in the 
historic MACUCC and the Southern New England Conferences. She is a  
co-founder of Potentials Coaching & Consulting and is a PCC level trained 
coach. Ellie also serves churches as an intentional Transitional Interim 
Minister. 
 

In addition to church ministry, Rev. Ellie serves as co-chair of the COMPASS 
steering committee for the national setting of the United Church of Christ. 
COMPASS provides training and support for Community of Practice 
programs throughout the denomination. 

 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
April 14, 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 

               
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                            610 Adams Street, Milton, MA 

 
www.eastchurch.org  

 
  

OUR EAST CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Shelly Davis, Pastor 

available anytime by phone or email:  
215-264-6332, pastor@eastchurch.org 

 
Lynn Salmonsen, Organist & Choir Director 
Beth Olson, Director of Christian Education 

Helen Duncan, Nursery Attendant 
Stephen Natale, Caretaker & Sexton 

Catherine Hill, Office Manager 
 

610 Adams Street, Milton, MA 
                     617-698-0270 

www.eastchurch.org 
 
  



 
  The (*) is an invitation to rise in body or spirit as you are able.  

               For Prayers and Responses in BOLD we lift our voices in unison.  
 
 
WE GATHER              
                   
PRELUDE        My Redeemer   Ritter          
 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATIONS 
 
 

*OUR EASTER ACCLAMATION 
One: Christ is Risen! 
ALL:  Christ is Risen indeed!  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Amazing God, maker of things seen and unseen,  

we praise you! 
ALL: YOU are our breath and our life,  

and we are grateful. 
One:  Risen Christ, you who come to us in flesh, we greet you. 
ALL:   Holy Spirit, kindle your passion in us,  

that we may breathe deeply of your life. 
One:  In your rising all flesh becomes a gift of wonder. 
ALL:   May your heart beat within us,  

that we may live with your joy,  
with your beauty, and with your love. 

          
Alleluia! Come, Spirit of Life,  
and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 

 
*HYMN        Rejoice, You Pure in Heart            Black 55 
  
*OPENING PRAYER 
 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION  
We come now to confession; we break open the tombs of our lives 
in the presence of God’s love. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Wondrous God, we confess that at times our doubts and  
fears override our hope and faith. Forgive us when we lose 
sight of the joy of Your love and instead fall into despair and 
gloom.  
 

Lift up our spirits and help us to remember the promise of 
new life here and now, not just the hope of resurrection for 
the future.  
 

We give thanks for Your Son, Jesus,  
  who continues to offer us new life,  
  who continues to turn us around and upside down,  

       and who continues to break down the walls of death  
       in our own life.  
   Forgive us, restore us and renew us.   

   In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus the Christ,  
       we pray. Amen. 
 
   ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
   The tomb is empty. The stone is rolled away. There is no darkness 
   now, only light. God continues to renew us and restore us.  
   We are forgiven, loved, and restored, receiving the gift and promise 
   of new life and resurrection now. Go and share the wondrous news                                                   
   of God’s love in Jesus the Christ. Amen.              
 
   *A SIGN OF UNITY AND RECONCILIATION 
      Words and gestures of peace are shared as we rise, in body and spirit,  
       in the sanctuary of our building, and in the sanctuaries of our homes  
       through the Zoom chat. 
 
    A MOMENT FOR ALL AGES 
 

                Our children and teachers depart now for Sunday School 
                      as we all sing: 
       

Part in peace, our voices raising,    
in God’s presence always be. 

This the worship and the praising,  
bringing peace to you and me. 

 
 
     WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD            
 
     ANTHEM               Shepherd of My Soul                        Dengler 
 
     SCRIPTURE  Psalm 4 
          Luke 24:36-48 
    
     SERMON                          The Rev. Ellie Richardson 

 

                          
     *HYMN          Yours is the Glory, Resurrected One         Black 253 
  
       
     WE OFFER OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS   
 
     AN OFFERING OF GRATITUDE  
 
     OFFERTORY                   
             
     *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from who all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

     WE PRAY TOGETHER_______________________________  
      
         SHARING OUR JOYS, SORROWS, AND UNCERTAINTIES  
         (through our Zoom chat and, in person, on our green prayer cards)  

 
  God is good.  All the time. 
  All the time.  God is good.  

 
         PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
         OUR LORD’S PRAYER (saying Debts and Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.      
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen.  
We have come to know God and the kingdom of God by many different  
names and images. Please use the ones that speak from your heart today.  
(e.g. Father, Mother, Creator, God...Kingdom, New Earth, New Realm, Kin-dom...)  

     
          *HYMN       To You, O God, All Creatures Sing           Black 17 
 
          *BENEDICTION 
 
          *CHORAL BENEDICTION  
 
           POSTLUDE  Resurrection Joy                   Sewell     
                  

 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 
Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from Unfolding Light by Rev. 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes. Our Prayer of Confession and Assurance 
of Grace are adapted from prayers written by Rev. Mindi, and 
posted on her Rev-o-lution blog.  

 
 


