Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church.
“Serving ALL humanity to build
a community that emulates Christ”

Advent is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in American
(ELCA) and part of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.
We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) church, which means we welcome all
people, regardless of age, race, sexual orientation or gender identity.

February 17, 2021

Plainly said
“ALL ARE WELCOME”

Ash Wednesday

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter. It is customary to
mark our foreheads with dust, to reckon with our mortality, acknowledging that we
die and return to the earth. This past year, however, has been a reckoning with our
mortality as a global pandemic has wreaked havoc on us and our communities.
Instead of marking each other with ashes as a sign of our death, we will remember
another cross that marks our foreheads— the life-giving cross indelibly marked on
our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have
already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make
our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the
world. We follow the way of the cross, to put love in action into the world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
GREETING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly
repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
1

Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
2
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them in ages to come.
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Yet even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13
rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.
14
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God?
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Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;16gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged;
gather the children, even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
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Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’ ”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

Psalm 51:1-17
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(Please read responsively the text in bold)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
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Let me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

SPECIAL MUSIC:

“Create In Me”
(Choir sang on Ash Wednesday 2017)
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arr. D. Mueller

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come
to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is
your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

John 11:25-26

P: A reading from the holy gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though
he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Pastor Alexis Twito
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”

ELW 811

INVITATION TO LENT
THE WAY OF THE CROSS: A Lenten Litany
P: Almighty God, in our baptism you called us your own
And the sign of the cross was marked on our foreheads forever.
We are yours.
May these crosses we carry this Lent be a sign our belonging,
reminding us that by the cross of our Lord Jesus, we are given eternal life,
and are empowered to love and serve in His name.
C: Amen.
P:
C:
P:
P:

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may put into the world Love In Action.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us at one with you, and all the saints in heaven.

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
C: Amen.
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REFLECTION SONG

“Make Me a Servant”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
O God, you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout the world.
Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide its ministries to build up
the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of sorrow, and our
consolation in the midst of affliction. Grant comfort to all who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit and support caregivers who attend to all in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Accompany with your grace
those journeying toward baptism and call us all to repentance as we prepare to celebrate
Christ’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, you are our life and our salvation. We give you thanks for the righteous who have
died in faith. Inspire us by their example to proclaim your steadfast love. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
*A NOTE ABOUT COMMUNION*
Consecrated to-go communion kits from Sunday worship are available at the church
entrance every day during office hours, and this evening outside from 6-7pm. Come by
the church to receive the communion and the handmade devotional Lenten crosses.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
P: Follow the way of the cross. Put God’s love in action. Serve, rejoice, and be glad.
And Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
DISMISSAL
L: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Out of the Deep”
arr J. Rutter
(Choir sang on April 2, 2017—Rayden Montes on cello)
Liturgy and Gospel Acclamation from Sundays and Seasons
Augsburg Fortress license SB160615. Used with permission.
Music used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-736994 license w podcast
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