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Every morning I awake torn between a
desire to save the world and an
inclination to savor it. This makes it
hard to plan the day.
But if we forget to savor the world,
what possible reason do we have for
saving it? In a way, the savoring must
come first.
-E.B. White

•
•

•

Retired physicist
Since I care deeply about the
natural world I resolved to do
what I can to address climate
change.
Since I’m a parent, I wanted to
be able to tell my kids that I did
all that I could to give them a
better future.

* I’ve always loved the outdoors,
and always have been active.
* Severe health problems last year.
* Learned that life is short,
good health is not guaranteed.

* Led me to get active again in CCL,
to join Rotary and join ESRAG

CCL: BECOMING AN ENGAGED CITIZEN
•
•
•
•
•
•

CCL founded by Marshall Saunders 11 years ago: Marshall was an award
winning Rotarian.
CCL is:
Non-Partisan with over 195,000 members
Member representation in all 435 congressional districts
Empowered and trained to lobby and outreach
SINGLE FOCUSED ADVOCACY –> Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act

Rotary Past Int’l. President
Ian Riseley ‘17-18
• “Environmental degradation and
climate change threaten us all. They
are having a disproportionate impact
on those who are most vulnerable,
those to whom Rotary has the greatest
responsibility.”
• Recent RI Presidents Rassin (‘19) and
Mulroney (‘20) designate Protecting
the Environment as a 7th focus area for
2021.

Rotary International’s Seven Focus Areas
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Promoting peace
Fighting disease
Providing clean water
Saving mothers and children
Supporting education
Growing local economies
Protecting the environment
Which of these efforts by Rotary are in danger from climate change?
The first six. Addressing the seventh will improve the first six.

Rotary Club
Four-Way Test Applied to
Climate Change
•
•
•

Man-made climate change is real.
Man-made climate change is unfair to
all.
If we fix it, we will build good will and
benefit all human beings.

Scientific Consensus on Global Warming
97% of climate scientists
agree:
● Global warming is real

97% are
convinced

● It’s caused by increased
greenhouse gases
● Human activity is causing
almost all the increase.

Results of 6 separate studies of scientific
consensus

Ellicott City Hit By 1,000 Year Floods in July 2016 and May 2018
●

The 2017 National Climate Assessment
found that heavy rain events are increasing
nationally due to climate change, and the
greatest increases will occur in the Midwest,
upper Great Plains and the Northeast
(which includes Maryland)

●

On the day of the 2018 flood, the National
Weather Service received a gauge report of
9.7 inches in Ellicott City in 2 hours.

●

Many other factors contributed to the flood:
○
○
○

Replacement of uphill permeable surfaces with
impermeable surfaces.
Ellicott City sits at the bottom of a topographic funnel.
Inadequate storm water management to keep up with
development.

- Around 24,000 people live in
Congressional District 1 of
Maryland, less than 4 feet above
sea level.
For these areas there is a
96% risk of at least one flood
taking place between today
and 2050 in the Maryland
area.
Dorchester county already
experiencing flooding
Causes: land sinking, ocean
rise, storms.

Fair Weather Flooding in Annapolis and Maryland
●

So called “Fair Weather” flooding (aka nuisance flooding)
is flooding that is not related to a storm surge or
excessive rainfall.
○

●

Wind direction, high tide, sea level rise and natural land
sinking all push additional water toward the shore,
contributing to floods.

Annapolis experienced 63 days in 2017 that topped the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
threshold for coastal flooding.
●

Average of 5 days each month

●

A groundbreaking study1 estimates in 2017, Annapolis
businesses suffered $86,000 to $172,000 in lost business
due to nuisance flooding at City Dock.

●

First Street Foundation and Columbia University2
estimated the net loss for a 12 year period for all states,
the top 13 are shown to the right.

1 Downloaded from http://advances.sciencemag.org/ on February 21, 2019
2 https://firststreet.org/press/property-value-loss-from-sea-level-rise-state-by-stateanalysis/

Spring Temperatures in DC Are on the Rise

There Is Ample Room For Hope!
● We have the technologies that can replace fossil fuel power
generation:
○
○

Solar, wind, nuclear, other.
Power storage has been demonstrated.
■

Grid scale power storage subject of current BEST Act bill before Congress

● We have many well studied legislative approaches to reduce
carbon emissions.
○
○

These approaches create jobs, improve health and don’t
damage the economy.
Some of these approaches have already succeeded in
California as well as in other countries.

● We only lack the political will to demand this from our
government!
○

Governments follow their constituents lead.

What do economists recommend?
Use Powerful Market Forces!
3508
4

U.S. Economists

Former Chairs of the Federal
Reserve (All)

27 Nobel Laureate Economists
15 Former Chairs of the Council
of Economic Advisers
2

Former Secretaries of the
U.S. Department of Treasury

https://www.clcouncil.org/economists-statement/

Key Biden Administration Officials Endorse A Price on Carbon

In her October 20th 2020 interview on the Bloomberg YouTube Channel, Secretary of the Treasury Janet
Yellin said:
 “We urge governments to take the steps necessary to transition to net zero (carbon emissions),
and carbon pricing is central to that. We strongly believe that every government should price emissions,
and while that’s not the only policy that’s necessary, (it) is a critical tool to create the right incentives
for a transition to net zero”.
In his November 19th 2020 opinion piece in The Hill titled “How to Better Tackle Climate Change”,
John Kerry said:
 “With carbon pricing, those causing emissions pay for the cost of damage.
Without carbon pricing, we all pay the cost”.

Energy Innovation
Carbon
Fee

The Basic Elements:

AND

Carbon Dividend Act

Equal share to adults, half
share to kids under 19

Carbon
Dividend

The Details:

Carbon Border
Adjustment

Agriculture
Exemption

What Are The Advantages Of EICDA?
•Supreme court tested: Congress’s ability to raise revenue is affirmed by Supreme Court
precedent.
•Effective: multiple studies show CO2 reductions of 38 - 42% by 2030.
•Fast: can work after only 9 months after the fee has been implemented.
•Fair: The lowest income Americans are protected from price increases.
•Bi-partisan: crucial for durable legislation when congressional majority changes.
•Popular: Support from 21 Fortune 500 companies and the Business Roundtable, the
Commodities Futures Trading Commission, 3508 economists, 20 prominent faith groups,
123 local governments, 839 local businesses endorse carbon pricing.

Columbia/Rhodium Group GHG Reduction Under EICDA: 38% Reduction from
2005 Levels

It’s
Effective!

Q: Won’t Shifting to a Low Carbon Economy Be Too Expensive?
A: Not shifting will certainly be far more expensive!
Shifting to a low
carbon economy will
save $1.8 Trillion

https://www.privatebank.
citibank.com/home/freshinsight/gps-energydarwinism.html

Individual Actions We Can All Take
•

Talk about climate change! As long as climate change remains a taboo topic
we will never discuss it and develop solutions. See Katherine Hayhoe’s TED
Talk:
https://www.ted.com/talks/katharine_hayhoe_the_most_important_thing_you_c
an_do_to_fight_climate_change_talk_about_it?language=en

•

Write or call your State and National representatives asking them to support
energy conservation, renewable energy and efforts to reduce CO2 emissions
(like Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend)

•

Join organizations working on reducing CO2 emissions, like
www.citizensclimatelobby.org This adds your name & voice to their lobbying
& education efforts.

•

Become well educated on the issue, based on science, not pundits or fossil
fuel companies’ PR. Read “Merchants of Doubt” by Naomi Oreskes. On-line,
subscribe to www.dailyclimate.org (free)

Individual Actions We Can All Take
 Sign up for Neighborhood Solar: Locally contact: Neighborhood Sun at:
www.neighborhoodsun.solar/
 Join Rotary Int’l’s new Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group at
http://esrag.org
 Consider reducing your consumption of red meat. The feeding and raising of
beef emits ~8-10% of GHG emissions worldwide.
 Read “Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed To Reverse
Global Warming” by Paul Hawken for many other ideas.

Thank You!

CONTACT US
cliff.strawitch@citizensclimatelobby.org

citizensclimatelobby.org

