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Geneva Presbyterian Church  

August 24, 2025                                                                                        10:30am  

Childcare is available in a downstairs classroom -- please ask an Usher for help. 

 The Gathering  

Welcome to worship with Geneva Presbyterian Church! Whether you're joining us online or in 
person, we're glad you're here and grateful to be gathered as a community united in Christ. This is 

your spiritual home -- we encourage you to sing, pray, and be yourself just as God made you in 
this holy space.  

We greet with open arms and open hearts guests and new church members across the full 
diversity of life, including differences in sex, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, 

range of abilities, marital status, family structure, financial means, and education.  

No matter who you are, you are welcome here and we hope you will feel home at Geneva.  

 

Prelude  

Chiming of the Hour  

Welcome to the Worship of God  

Call to Worship  
 

Leader: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

People: Make me to know your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths. 
 
Leader: Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 
People: for you are the God of my salvation; for you I will wait all the day long. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

   ​ ​ ​ -- Psalm 25:1, 4-5 

 

Opening Hymn  ​(In the spirit of worshiping God through the gift of music, please take a handchime 

found at the end of your pew and we will join together in “random ringing” throughout the opening hymn!) 
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Call to Confession 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (below in unison, then silent personal prayers)  
 

Lord Jesus, in our hearts we are each Judas. We are each Pharisees. We are each the 
crowds who call for Barabbas to be released and you to be condemned. We rebel at the 
very idea, but the truth is we betray you the same as these.​
​
Yet, still, you call us beloved. You call us your sheep. You call us forgiven. Help us to trust 
this good news of grace again today, that coming to you in repentance we may receive 
cleansing and renewal by your Holy Spirit. Lord, help us to believe, and help us to confess 
rightly that which must be brought into the light… 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Congregational Response     
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Joys and Concerns (The Online Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service for 
privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.) 

 
 
Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace  ​  

 

          
The Word   

 
 
Prayer for Illumination (in unison)    

Holy God, let us not reach too high in seeking out your mysteries, nor go beyond your Word 
in Scripture as our guide. By your Spirit, open our heart, mind, and will to what you teach us 
in these readings today. In the blessed name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
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First Scripture Reading      ​            2 Corinthians 8:1-7                   

            This is the Word of the Lord!  
                                                          Thanks be to God.  
Children’s Sermon                                                                                      Cali Bronkema  
(Children 5th grade and younger are invited to join Bridges to Worship in the downstairs classroom 
following the Children’s Sermon. Please join NextGen Director Cali Bronkema in the rug area to 
participate!)  
 
Second Scripture Reading             2 Corinthians 8:8-15   
                                                          This is the Word of the Lord!  
                                                          Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Sermon                                     “Generous Like God”   ​               Rev. Patrick McElwaine   
 
 
Affirmation of Faith  (in unison)  

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 

 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         – Philippians 2:5-11 

 
Photo by Federico Tasin on Unsplash; licensed under CC0. 
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The Thanksgiving     
   The Offering  

Beloved, we invite you to join in the ministry of this church with your tithes and offerings. Your gifts may 
be received in the physical offering plate in the back of the sanctuary or online using the QR code in 
your bulletin. Let us give generously and joyfully.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn ​ ​ ​ “Trading My Sorrows” 

 
 
I'm trading my sorrows 
I'm trading my shame 
I'm laying them down 
For the joy of the Lord 
 
 
I'm trading my sickness 
I'm trading my pain 
I'm laying them down 
For the joy of the Lord 

 
We Say 
Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes, yes Lord! 
Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes, yes Lord! 
Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes, yes Lord! 
Amen 
 
 
 

 
  

Charge and Benediction  

  
Postlude 
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Names in bold are new prayer list additions.  

The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva.  

Comfort for the Family and Friends of    

Ron Hauber, friend of Sara Torrence                              
                Joan Snider Voith, sister-in-law of Elaine Winch                        

Jeanie Voith Bort, Aunt of Elaine (Voith) Winch 
         Bobbie Maxwell; 

                                                  John Wright; 
                          Tomoko Alexander, mother of Jeff Alexander; 

                        Andy Sullivan, Friend of the McElwaine Family; 
Michelle Wilson (husband, Myles, and son, Holden), friend of Tom Sadler; 

Justin Pack, nephew of PJ Davis;  
 

Healing and Comfort for  

                Mohammad Pajouhi, uncle to Hamed Moghaddam & brother to Ency Moghaddam,  for healing, 
wisdom for the doctors, and restoration of his heart; 

Melody Shaver, Ben’s dog, compressed vertebrae; 
Rev. Mary Pullen, cancer treatment;  

             Allyson McElwaine, health concerns; 
   Mike Sydoriak, health concerns; 

                 Victoria Winch, traveling mercies; 
Kevin Shaver, health concerns;  

Bob Daraskevich and his family, friend of Kyla Lupo, undergoing cancer treatment;  
Nancy Morse, health concerns;  

Scott Brown, health concerns;  
John Hanson, friend of Sara Torrence, health concerns;  

Margaret and Don Acton, parents of Amanda White, continued health concerns;  
Paul Quin, husband of Pamela Wilson, health concerns;  

Rosie Perthel, health concerns;  
Pepe Marin, health concerns;  

Nancy Rawson, health concerns;  
Rosalie Ruff, health concerns;  

Dinah Paffrath, aunt of Renee Moloznik, receiving cancer treatments;  
Jeff Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s brother;  

Judith Sadler, mother of Tom Sadler, mental illness and PG County guardianship care;  
Leland Perthel, living with Post-Concussion Syndrome;  

Sandra Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns; 
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Today’s Worship Leaders  

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor;  Ben Shaver, Music Director;  
Janelle Thibau, Lector; Kyla Lupo, Zoom Host  

Ken Denaburg and Curtis Chimba, Audio/Visual  
Church Elders  

Kyla Lupo, Julie Moloznik, Tom 
Sadler, Sheri Sankey, Ken Sprinkle,  

Elaine Winch, Jack Kough 

Church Deacons  

Eve Dailey, Sheena Galliani, 
Allyson McElwaine, Carl Perthel, 
Janelle Thibau, Renee Moloznik 

 
If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns, please share them with our officers.  

 
 

Today's flowers are given to the Glory of God by  
The Geneva Presbyterian Family.  

Geneva warmly welcomes all our guests joining us today  

Geneva Staff:  
Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com  

Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com  
Cali Bronkema, Next Generation Director, nextgen.genevapotomac@gmail.com  

Laura Szakos, Church Office Administrator, admin@genevapotomac.org  

Hymns from Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission  
through OneLicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910  

Geneva Presbyterian Church is granted permission to perform songs within domestic Performing Rights Organizations 
(ASCAP,BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License Terms and Conditions. License #13607  
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                                                                             301-424-4346  

                                                                 www.genevapotomac.org  
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