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Geneva Presbyterian Church 
11931 Seven Locks Road, Potomac, MD  20854 

(301) 424-4346  
www.genevapotomac.org 

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor 
 
 

          
 

Dear Friends,       

 

Here in the dawning days of 2020, I am especially grateful for each of 

you and the Geneva Presbyterian family. It was a joy to celebrate our 

first Advent and Christmas together. We prepared, watched, waited, and then greeted the Christ 

child as he made a lowly manger the very House of the LORD.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

We stand at the beginning of a new year filled with possibilities. How will you change this year? 

How will you stay the same? Who is God calling you to be? These are big questions, but you will 

not answer them alone. The Holy Spirit will be with you each step of the way and your church 

family will be, too.  

 

I’m told that, in the past, Pastors at Geneva Presbyterian Church have shared a bit about what 

they are reading in issues of The Radiant. This is exciting to me for two reasons: first, because I 

love to read, and second, because I love sharing about good books with friends! Since I’m excited, 

here are two suggestions from what I’ve read recently: 

 
An African American and Latinx History of the United States    

Paul Ortiz  
 
 

 

In school I was taught United States history through a particular lens.  

Some stories were lifted up while others were downplayed. Dr. Ortiz  

delves deep into primary sources to tell the story of United States  

history through the voices of people too often silenced. 

 

This has the potential to be a challenging but important read. If you  

pick it up, I recommend taking your time and pondering each chapter. 
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Essentialism: The Disciplined Pursuit of Less  
Greg McKeown 
 

 
 
“Less but better.” This is author Greg McKeown’s mantra.   In a world of being    
stretched thin and at times “busy but not productive,” McKeown proposes that 
we rigorously discern what is truly essential in our lives and then give it our 
laser focus. Are life giving relationships important to us? A sense of purpose 
and connection with the divine? What are we willing to let go of so we can do 
less -- but better? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a tradition of mine to share a prayer from Howard Thurman in the first church newsletter of each 
new year, so I will leave you with his words. His prayer is not for the faint of heart, but it rightly places 
our hope in the God of redeeming grace and patience:  
 

 “A Prayer For The New Year” -- Howard Thurman 
 

God, grant that I may pass through the coming year with a faithful heart. There will be much to test 
me and make weak my strength before the year ends. 

 
In my confusion I shall often say the word that is not true and do the thing of which I am ashamed. 
There will be errors in the mind and great inaccuracies of judgment. 

 
In seeking the light, 
I shall again and again find myself 
walking in the darkness. 

 
I shall mistake my light for Your light 
and I shall drink from the responsibility of the choice I make... 

 
Though my days be marked with failures, stumblings, fallings, let my spirit be free  
so that You may take it and redeem my moments in all the ways my needs reveal. 

 
Give me the quiet assurance of Your Love and Presence. Grant that I may pass through the coming  
year with a faithful heart. 

 
May God’s rich blessings be upon you in 2020 and may we at Geneva Presbyterian Church seek to follow 
Jesus with humble, faithful hearts. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Patrick 



 3 

Geneva Day School 
 

Geneva is always celebrating something!  If not a birthday, then it may be a “Star of the Week!”  

All holiday events count, so we have also enjoyed Veterans’ Day, plus Pilgrims, Native 

Americans and Thanksgiving in November, plus St. Nick’s Day, getting ready for Christmas and 

Hanukkah in December, and New Year’s Day.   

 

We are also very proud to be recognized by readers of the Bethesda Magazine as the 2020 Best 

Preschool and 2020 Top Vote Getter in Best Private Summer Day Camp, a new category this 

year!  So, Geneva will also be celebrating being “best” in January when the school reconvenes!  

Congratulations to your school, Geneva Day School! 

 

Our time during December was very much an Elf’s Workshop as children were busy making 

cards, gifts, gift wrap, and wrapping secret packages for parents. Many included special products 

using hands or feet, always BIG hits.   The school enjoyed a Holiday Sing, seasonal Felt Stories 

with our friend and former parent Mrs. Tammy Sussman, and the amazing Kindergarten 

Holiday Program.  All put us in the spirit of the holidays! 

 

The school always concludes December by the middle of the month to allow hard-working staff 

time to forget school projects and remember their families, as they prepare for their own special 

holiday traditions.  We are so grateful for each of them as they truly make Geneva the wonderful 

school that it is – only the Best!  

 

In January, many classes will be thinking, drawing, and talking about New Year’s Resolutions, 

the season of winter and winter habitats, and the holiday celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr., 

with his message of friendship and peace.   

 

January is also “that” important month when teachers begin to witness evidence that students 

are taking great leaps in learning.   This winter magic is always expected, but we are also 

amazed in terms of who has mastered what practiced skills and demonstrated new confidences.  

The changed behaviors always make these long, dark, dank, dull, dreary days of cold winter 

exciting! 

 

Geneva continues to be very involved with social media and many marketing ventures.  An 

example of some of the ads and articles we are producing is one following about our STEAM 

programs. 

 

Your friends at Geneva Day School wish you and your family a lovely, peaceful, and beautiful 

Christmastide, plus a Happy New Year of 2020!  Please feel free to visit Geneva to see how we 

“encourage a lifelong love of learning” and why we are the “Best!”   

 

Warm Regards,    

Suzanne Funk, Director 
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Deacons 
 
The Deacons and Fellowship Committee have been quite busy during the Advent Season.  We 

opened the Season with Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, November 30.  We had a great 

group of helpers who decorated the Narthex, Sanctuary and Founder’s Rooms. We were led by 

the outstanding leadership of Rhonda Ricci, who worked hard to organize the work, which helped 

us finish the decorating in 1 ½ hours and then fed all the workers delicious pizza. 

 

The first Sunday of Advent was highlighted by a crafts and Blessing Bag event.  Our Geneva 

members and Day School staff and parents donated personal care supplies and household 

supplies for women and men serviced by InterFaith Works.  We created over 100 Blessing Bags 

for those in our community.  The Mission Committee donated $500 for gift cards and $100 for 

hair products for the bags.  We delivered the Blessing Bags and household products and the 

coordinators of InterFaith Works were thrilled!  We are also working on an on-going relationship 

with InterFaith Works throughout the year.  We all enjoyed making a variety of Christmas crafts 

including Advent Wreaths, wooden and fabric covered ornaments, wooden Christmas tree 

decoration, and holiday cards.  

 

The second Sunday of Advent began with a potluck breakfast before our service.  It was a great 

success and everyone enjoyed the variety of egg dishes, pastries, bagels, and cinnamon rolls!  We 

had so many wonderful donations of personal care items that we created smaller Blessing Bags 

that each person could share with others in need. 

 

The third Sunday of Advent was our annual Chili Cook off and Singalong.  There were 6 

different kinds of chili, a variety of cornbread and many delicious desserts.  Maria Lenahan 

declared Chili #1 made by Tom Maxwell the winner of the cook-off and then shared her love of 

music with us, singing The Sound of Music and Climb Every Mountain.  Ben Shaver lead the 

group singing all of our favorite Christmas songs. 

 

Our Christmas Eve service was beautiful with both choirs – Singing and Bell Choir playing and 

singing Christmas carols.  One of my favorite highlights was the singing of Silent Night with our 

candles. After the service, each person was given a special ornament for their tree. Deacons and 

Fellowship members worked together to create the ornaments to distribute to those attending 

the Christmas Eve service.  Ornaments were monogrammed with Joy, Faith, Love, Hope, Peace 

or Grace. Special thanks to Sheena Galliani for her help in creating the ornaments. 

 

The Deacon Fund was used to support students during final exams by sending each college 

student a Starbucks gift card.  The Fund was also used to support Geneva families and staff at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas with gift cards.  

 

Being a Deacon is a wonderful call to service. Deacons are the "servants" or "caregivers" of the 

congregation. People have all kinds of needs - they are recovering from surgery, grieving, lonely, 

ill, or otherwise in a time where they welcome the ministry of care from our congregation. In a 

very real way, Deacons are the hands and heart of the Church in our ministry of caring.  

 

In a small church like Geneva Presbyterian, pastoral care falls to the Deacons as does the small 

jobs that allow the Sunday service to run smoothly.   

Pastoral care is:  
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 checking up on our members that we don’t see in church on Sunday,  

 helping our older members with small jobs around their homes,  

 remembering to send a birthday card/anniversary card to members, or  

 just calling and talking with a member.  

 

Currently there are only 4 Deacons to tend to these responsibilities and we need your help!  I 

challenge you to think about 2 things and step out in faith: first, become a Deacon; or second, 

join the Deacons support team by volunteering to help with the weekly service jobs.   

You can help with these jobs by signing up for Sunday service set up on the kiosk in the 

Narthex.   

Many hands make light work! 

 

Contact any Deacon or Pastor Patrick for further information or to join our team. There is a 

listing of the Deacon family groups on pages 10 and 11. 

 

Renee Moloznik    rmoloz@hotmail.com 

Bobbie Maxwell  bobbie.k.72@verizon.net  

Rosie Perthel   rperthel@hotmail.com 

Ludivine Kom Liapoe    ludivinekomliapoe16@gmail.com 

 

 

Renee Moloznik 

Deacon Moderator 

 

Mom’s Group 
 

Coming soon! Right here at Geneva Presbyterian Church, we will be starting a new Mom’s 

group. 
 

We plan to gather together to support one another along the journey of parenthood. Remarkable 

things happen when moms come together, face to face. Come join us for fellowship, fun, and 

wonderful conversation. Can’t wait to see you there! 
 

Our first meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1/23 at 9:00-10:00AM. We plan to meet twice 

monthly. Please RSVP to the church office at (301)424-4346. 

 

Allyson McElwaine 

 

Fellowship 

 

NO POTLUCK ON JANUARY 12. In order to allow Geneva members to volunteer at the blood 

drive being hosted by Beth Sholom on Sunday, January 12th, we have moved our 2nd Sunday 

potluck to January 19th. Please be sure to note this new date on your calendar. 

Our February potluck lunch is on Sunday, February 9th. 

 

mailto:rmoloz@hotmail.com
mailto:bobbie.k.72@verizon.net
mailto:ludivinekomliapoe16@gmail.com
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Mission 
 

In December, the Mission Committee sponsored 100 blessing bags.  The bags were given to 

InterFaith Works.  We also sponsored Christmas boxes for 30 nursing care residents at The 

Village at Rockville.  These boxes contained things like socks, scarves, gloves, puzzle books, 

stamps and note cards.   
  

The 2020 Mission plan, under consideration at this writing, is to explore and support a different 

cause each month. January’s cause: a blood drive in collaboration with the Beth Sholom 

Congregation, and also Dining with Dignity, a program for ensuring school lunches to all who 

need them. 

Please refer to the website for the new Mission Mission Statement! 

 

Jane Campbell 

Mission Committee Chair 

  

Blood Drive 

Beth Sholom on Seven Locks Rd. has invited us to co-sponsor their blood drive on Sunday, 

January 12. Our Mission Committee is taking the lead as we join several other area faith 

communities in this interfaith service and fellowship opportunity. The blood drive is being held 

at Beth Sholom. 
  

Volunteers will go to Beth Sholom together after worship and our time slot ends at 3:00pm. We 

will help with general support tasks: welcoming donors, working the snack table, etc. (not taking 

the blood!). 
 

We'll share official materials from Beth Sholom soon, but if you already know you want to help 

please email Elder Jane Campbell (jane@backinsorts.com) or Pastor Patrick 

(pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com). 
 

Recipes from Mike Sydoriak 

English Toffee 

3 cups sugar 

6 sticks (1 ¼ lb) salted butter 

9 tbsp water 

1 tsp lecithin (available at candy supply stores) 

1 tbsp vanilla 

1 cup finely chopped almonds 

12 ounces Hershey’s milk chocolate 

 

Melt chocolate in a double boiler.  Combine sugar, butter, water and lecithin in a heavy 

saucepan.  Cook to 300 degrees, stirring constantly to prevent burning.  Remove from heat, mix 

in vanilla and pour into ungreased 11 x 14 pan.  Wait 2 minutes and then spread the melted 

chocolate on top.  Sprinkle the almonds on and lightly press in. Use a sharp knife to break into 

pieces. 

mailto:jane@backinsorts.com
mailto:pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com
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Ham and Cheese Crustless Quiche 

 

1 lb ham cut into bite size pieces  

8 ounces shredded Swiss cheese 

7 large eggs lightly beaten with a fork (do not use a whisk) 

12 ounces sour cream 

1 ½ tsp oregano 

¼ tsp ground cayenne pepper 

½ tsp salt 

½ tsp white pepper 

2 tsp parsley 

 

Grease a 9 x 9 glass pan.  Spread the ham on the bottom of the pan and sprinkle with Swiss 

cheese.  Mix the oregano, white pepper, cayenne, salt and parsley into the sour cream.  Blend the 

eggs into the sour cream mixture.  Pour over the ham and cheese.  Bake at 375 for 40-45 

minutes.  It is done when knife inserted in the center comes out clean. 

 

Giving Tree Update 
 

Thank you to our very generous Geneva congregation.  This year we had 12 people who 

participated in The Giving Tree.  We collected over $450 and were able to donate the following 

items:   

 

Families of chickens 

Refugee food baskets 

Farming tools 

Piglets 

Educate a child 

Fishing nets 

Water catchment system 

Water filter 

 

Unhanging of the Greens 
 

Join us for the Unhanging of the Greens on Saturday, January 11th at 10:30AM. Fellowship will 

provide lunch! Share in the fellowship while helping to unhang the greens!  
 

 

Ash Wednesday Service – mark your calendar 
 

Mark your calendars for our Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 26th at 7:00pm 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our many December fellowship events a success.  These 
events happen because we have so many Geneva volunteers who help.  Thank you to our many 
wonderful Geneva volunteers!  
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Nursery Room and Childcare Staff 

 
Our nursery room is staffed during our worship service as well as Sundays when we have our 

adult Bible Study classes before the service.  It is wonderfully set up for little ones to explore and 

learn.  Some of the many features the children enjoy are:  a pretend kitchen, various blocks and 

other materials for creating different structures, books, vehicles, a doll section and a myriad of 

other items that bring out the imagination of each of the little ones.  They are under the very 

capable and watchful eyes of Francisco Fuentes and Megan Landres.   

 

Francisco Fuentes 

 

Most of you know Francisco, who has cared for Geneva’s youngest children for more than 20 

years.  He originally started in his later teen years, coming with his mother, Lucy Garcia, who 

retired a few years ago.   

 

Francisco’s soft spoken nature, along with his kind, gentle and caring spirit are just a few of his 

wonderful attributes.  He has nurtured numerous young children over the years while they learn 

and grow.  Besides making sure the children in the nursery are in safe hands, he has taught 

Sunday School for the preschool and kindergarten children. 

 

With the arrival of the McElwaine family, Francisco has enjoyed connecting with Malachi and 

Bridget, though particularly with Malachi.  They have formed a special bond and, even though 

Malachi will test Francisco, as every child will do, Francisco gently guides him to make the 

appropriate choices. 

 

Besides caring for the children, Francisco has always been more than willing to help with setup 

and cleanup of the potluck meals and craft events.  His ongoing spirit of willingness to help is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Francisco is an architect and works at Chickasaw Nation Industries as a draftsman as well as 

other roles.  

 

Megan Landres 

 

Megan began caring for our children in the nursery this past September.  Taking care of young 

children comes fairly naturally to her given the fact that her mother, Wendy Landres, is a long-

time teacher at Geneva Day School.  Coincidentally, the nursery room the church uses on 

Sundays is Wendy’s classroom.  Megan’s quiet and warm personality allows her to easily connect 

with our two and three year olds, Stella, Bridget and Teresa.  Megan is a senior in high school at 

the Bullis School.  She is in the process of applying to a variety of colleges and has an interest in 

science. 

 

 

Katie Harris 
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Deacon Family Groups 

 

Bobbie Maxwell 

 Mark and Holly Allen 

 Andrea Austin 

 Terry and Debbie Dunne 

 Maureen Ferguson 

 Tom Maxwell 

 Nancy Morse 

Doris Murray 

Norm and Nancy Rawson 

 David and Judy Royston 

Ken and Nan Sprinkle 

 Sara and Jim Torrence 
 

Renee Moloznik 

 Robyn and Jeff Alexander 

 Bev Davis 

 PJ and Brent Davis 

 Veronica Deriquito 

 Rollin and Alice Franks 

 Suzanne Funk 

 Sheena Galliani 

 Erland and Ellie Heginbotham 

 Juliet and Scott Heimberg 

 Cindy and Jim Kaufman 

 Jack and Robin Kough 

 Eleanor Liu 

 Pete and Ruth Nunn 

 Audrey and Al Pike 

 Tim Sullivan 

 Amanda White 

Ginny Wilson  

Rolf and Elaine Winch 

 

Rosie Perthel and Ludevine Kom Liapoe

 Fred and Ruth Allenspach  

Helene Chimba 

Chris Crecelius 

Francisco Fuentes 

George and Margo Hunt 

Flora Kom Liapoe 

Heinz Nagel 

Bill and Ema Oen 

Toshiko Ota 

Carl Perthel 

Henry and Mary Sakowski 

Dick Sanderson 

Veronique Weinstein 

 

Rhonda Ricci 

 Elaine Brasted 

 Ken and Letitia Denaburg 

Henry and Carole Haller 

Betty Halls 

Emmanujel Mbi 

Lisa and Craig Miller 

Paul and Barbara Prosswimmer 

Robert Ricci 

Rosalie Ruff 

Terry Shima 

Marie Smith 

Paul and Emma Wheatley 

Doris Williamson 

Pat and John Wright 

 

Sheri Sankey 

 Scott Brown 

 Jane Campbell and Pepe Marin  

May Lin Cheong 

 Linda and Ed Devine 

 Katie and Jim Harris 

Amy He 

 Soon Hak and Betty Lee 

 Maria Lenahan 

 Kyla and Vince Lupo 

 Sara and Thomas Sadler 

 Judy and Jim Stiles 

 Margaret Teng 

 Janelle and Eric Thibau  
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Making Blessing Bags and Crafts…. 

   

       

          

 



 12 

Open House at the “New” Manse…Thank you to the McElwaine Family 

 

       

                                                       

 

 

 

 

Geneva’s own Maria Lenahan serenading us... 
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