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Geneva Presbyterian Church
October 18, 2026 10:30am

Childcare is available in a downstairs classroom -- please ask an Usher for help.

The Gathering

Welcome to worship with Geneva Presbyterian Church! Whether you're joining us online or in
person, we're glad you're here and grateful to be gathered as a community united in Christ. This is
your spiritual home -- we encourage you to sing, pray, and be yourself just as God made you in
this holy space.

We greet with open arms and open hearts guests and new church members across the full
diversity of life, including differences in sex, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, national origin,
range of abilities, marital status, family structure, financial means, and education.

No matter who you are, you are welcome here and we hope you will feel at home in Geneva.

Prelude

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome to the Worship of God
Call to Worship

Leader: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation!

People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise
to him with songs of praise!

Leader: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

People: In God’s hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are
his also.

Leader: The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

People: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our
Maker!

— Psalm 95:1-6



Opening Hymn

322 We Are One in Christ Jesus
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Call to Confession




Prayer of Confession (in unison)

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We honestly confess our
sinfulness and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart and we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have accepted as normal that which dehumanizes
and debases. We have embraced the powers and principalities of this world instead of
doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with you, our God.

In your great compassion, Lord of Life, hear us as we come to you naming the burden of sin
we carry...

Assurance of Pardon

Congregational Response

Now Return to the Lord with Joy and Gladness

adapted from Isaiah 35:10 Ben Shaver
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Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God!

Joys and Concerns (The Online Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service for
privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.)



Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Put Peace into Each Other’'s Hands

Words By Irish meledy
FRED KAAN ST COLLITMBA
Arr. JANE HOLSTEIN
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The Word

Prayer for lllumination (in unison)

Loving God, fountain of every blessing, open unto us your life-giving Word today. Fill our
hearts with your living water so that we may both receive and overflow your grace in this
parched land. Through the blessed name of Jesus we pray; Amen.

First Scripture Reading Matthew 3:1-10 (page 784 in your pew Bible)

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon Danni Coates



(Children 5th grade and younger are invited to join Bridges to Worship in the downstairs classroom
following the Children’s Sermon)

Second Scripture Reading Galatians 3:23-29 (page 947 in your pew Bible)

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “By Faith” Rev. Patrick McElwaine

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed (in unison)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic* Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

(*meaning all of God’s churches)

The Thanksgiving

The Offering

Beloved, we invite you to join in the ministry of this church with your tithes and offerings. Your gifts may be
received in the physical offering plate in the back of the sanctuary or online using the QR code in your
bulletin. Let us give generously and joyfully.
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Please note that Geneva pays an annual Per Capita fee to the Presbytery, Synod, and PCUSA of $51.28
for each active adult church member.

Prayer of Dedication



Closing Hymn

493 Now There Is No Male or Female
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Charge and Benediction

Postlude



ﬁ N our ik
Thoughts and Pravers

Names in bold are new prayer list additions.
The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva.

Comfort for the Family and Friends of
Bob Daraskevich, friend of Kyla Lupo;

Rev. Dr. Harold Garman, friend of Sara Torrence;
David Reynolds, friend of Elaine and Rolf Winch;
Debbie Taylor, friend of Elaine and Rolf Winch;
Fred Brown, brother of Scott Brown;

Paul Quin, husband of Pamela Wilson;

Adriana Bockma, friend of Sara Torrence;
Richard Torrence, brother-in-law of Sara Torrence;

Healing and Comfort for
Frances Spollen, grandmother of Allyson McElwaine, health concerns;
Don Fink, husband of Carolyn Fink, following a recent stroke;
Kenneth Weiss, friend of Sara Torrence, health concerns;
Kyla Lupo, recovering from surgery;
Cheryl Reider, sister-in-law and aunt of the Moloznik family, undergoing treatment after a heart attack;
Larry Maske, cousin of Ken Sprinkle, cancer;

Karen Dove, friend of the McElwaines, health concerns;

Scott Brown, health concerns;

Hamed Moghaddam, health concerns;
The Moghaddam family and their business, during a time of discernment and transition;
Jeff Norwood, Cancer Treatment, friend of Moloznik family;
Mohammad Pajouhi, uncle to Hamed Moghaddam & brother to Ency Moghaddam,
for healing, wisdom for the doctors, and restoration of his heart;
Allyson McElwaine, health concerns;
Mike Sydoriak, health concerns;
Nancy Morse, health concerns;
John Hanson, friend of Sara Torrence, health concerns;
Margaret and Don Acton, parents of Amanda White, continued health concerns;
Pepe Marin, health concerns;
Nancy Rawson, health concerns;
Judith Sadler, mother of Tom Sadler, mental iliness and PG County guardianship care;

Sandra Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns;




Geneva Presby
“October

V) - VY, Food for the Soul

n:%ﬂ October 7", 14" & 21*
7 6:00 pm
‘ 50 Neurodiverse Playdate
October 10™
(1:00 am
J Joyful Noise Service
? a October [8th
9:30 am

Children‘s Chimes Practice
October 18" & 25%
During Sunday School

Trunk N Treat
October 25
1:30 pm

Bible Study

Resumes October 28"
Every Wednesday @ 6:00 PM |
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Weekly Virtual
Bible Study

Main Themes and Major Points:
“The Whole Story in One Year!”

s ‘ Wednesdays
| 67pm

‘ Zoom:
o ‘ Meeting ID: 273 879 363

| Password: 978348

Adult Bible Study is on break during Food For the Soul and will resume on
Wednesday, October 28. Please consider joining one of our Food For the Soul dinner
and fellowship groups during this time!
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(Please email Daniela Smith at daniela.smith@gmail.com to sign up!)



GAMES - CRAFTS - CANDY

FUNFORALL

OCT 25™ | 1:30 - 3:00 PM
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Geneva Mission Opportunity of the Month
October 2026

Volunteer at Community Food Rescue
240-773-0826, email: yo . O & B T
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Community Food Rescue depends on volunteers who can fransport food from
businesses to food assistance organizations.

Volunteer

Join us if you have a vehicle, a good driving record, and a few extra hours to transport
food on a regular, weekly basis, or just for a one-time food run. You choose the food
runs that fit your schedule. Follow the easy steps below to get started with our free food
matching app, ChowMatch.

Volunteer Opportunities

Sign up and create a profile

Leam about food safety

Accept a Food Run

Prepare for a Food Run

5. Complete your food run with your mobile app or web app.

Ll

For more information visit:

Geneva Presbyterian Church Mission Committee

11




Today’s Worship Leaders

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor; Ben Shaver, Music Director;
Janelle Thibau, Lector; Danni Coates, Next Gen Director;

Ken Sprinkle, Zoom Host; Sheri Sankey & Curtis Chimba; Audio/Visual

Church Elders Church Deacons
Ken Sprinkle, Jack Kough, Kyla Renee Moloznik, Eve Dailey,
Lupo, Sheri Sankey, Julie Sheena Galliani, Allyson
Moloznik, Daniela Smith, and McElwaine, and Carl Perthel
Janelle Thibau

If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns, please share them with our officers.

Today's flowers are given to the Glory of God by
The Geneva Presbyterian Family.

Should you wish to donate flowers for a future worship service, please
contact the Church Office Administrator. The fee is $50.00.

Geneva Staff:

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com
Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com
Danni Coates, Director of Next Generation Ministry, nextigen@genevapotomac.org
Church Office Administrator, admin@genevapotomac.org

Hymns from_Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission
through Onelicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910

Geneva Presbyterian Church is granted permission to perform songs within domestic Performing Rights Organizations
(ASCAP,BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License Terms and Conditions. License #13607

Geneva Presbyterian Church
11931 Seven Locks Road
Potomac, MD 20854
301-424-4346

WWWw.genevapotomac.org
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