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Marianist Moments 
 

Although Halloween has been embraced by the secular world, 
its foundations are firmly rooted in Catholic tradition.  
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The word “Halloween”—or 
“Hallowe’en”—comes from All 
Hallow’s Eve. 

All Hallows Eve is the vigil 
celebration of All Saints 
Day—also known as All 
Hallows Day. 

The word “hallow” means 
“holy.” (In the Our Father we 
pray, “Hallowed be thy name.”)  

All Saints Day is a Holy Day 
of Obligation, and a major 
feast on the Church’s 
liturgical calendar. 

 

 

 

All Saints Day (November1) honors not 
only the saints in heaven whom we know 
by name, but also the countless saints 
in heaven whose names are unknown to 
us. 

All Souls Day (November 2) honors all of 
our loved ones who have gone before 
us. We also pray for all of the souls in 
Purgatory. 

 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/Holy-Days-of-Obligation?__hstc=134007633.d0d510706db10f9c0cbaf83de37def81.1792803803000.1792803803000.1792803803000.1&__hssc=134007633.1.1792803803000&__hsfp=8036ed427976bb94d7cc8733e73669c0
https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/Holy-Days-of-Obligation?__hstc=134007633.d0d510706db10f9c0cbaf83de37def81.1792803803000.1792803803000.1792803803000.1&__hssc=134007633.1.1792803803000&__hsfp=8036ed427976bb94d7cc8733e73669c0
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