
PURIM 5781 (2021) HALAKHIC GUIDELINES COVID-19 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
This Shabbat, we will bless the new month of Adar. “When Adar arrives, we are to increase our Simcha 
(joy).” This is true every year. It is especially important this year, when so many are suffering particular 
stress, pain, isolation, and loss. With Purim just a few weeks away and the realization that Covid-19 
has created unique circumstances, we share this document with you to outline the special features that 
pertain uniquely to this year's Purim holiday. 
  
Kriyat Parashat Zachor: The practice to hear Parashat Zachor (which are the last three Pesukim in 
Parashat Ki Teitzei) traditionally takes place on the Shabbat preceding Purim (Feb. 20). If you are able to 
attend a Minyan or gathering of up to ten people that abides by Ontario's lockdown rules and hear the 
Torah reading at that time, you should do so. You can also fulfil this obligation by listening to the Torah 
reading on Purim. 
  
If you are not able to attend a Minyan due to Covid-19 considerations: a) If you have access to a Sefer 
Torah you should read Zachor from the Torah, but without Brakhot. b) If you don't have access to a 
Sefer Torah, you should read Zachor from a Chumash. c) join our shuls' pre-Shabbat online reading for 
Zachor. In these last two cases (b and c), during the coming summer, when Parashat Ki -Teitzei is 
read (Shabbat August 21st), you should have in mind that you are fulfilling the mitzvah of Zachor with 
that Torah reading. 
  
Megillah on Purim Night and Day: If you are able to hear the Megillah in person with a Minyan or 
gathering of up to ten people that abides by Ontario's lockdown rules on both Purim night and day, we 
encourage you to do so. If due to Covid-19 concerns you are not able to leave your home and you have a 
Kosher Megillah, it is acceptable to follow a Zoom or a recorded reading and to recite the Megillah along 
with the Ba'al Kriah word for word.  
If you are unable to attend in-person and do not have a Kosher Megillah, then you should follow the 
Megillah via the Zoom transmission that will be arranged by our Shuls. We would like to emphasize that 
under normal circumstances, hearing the Megillah via Zoom is not ideal and our Psak is only for this year 
due to the extenuating considerations that Covid-19 has created. 
A general note: If one is reading the Megillah without a Minyan, the concluding blessing of "Harav Et 
Reveynu" should not be said.  
  
Purim Seudah, Mishloach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim: This year Purim falls out on Thursday 
night and Friday creating a challenge of when to have the Purim Seudah (as one cannot fulfill the 
Mitzvah on Thursday night). One should have a Purim Seudah either for breakfast or lunch on Friday 
(finishing before 3:44 PM). The meal should be a festive one, similar to a regular year, preferably 
featuring bread, meat/fish and wine. 
  
The Mitzvot of Mishloach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim can only be fulfilled on Purim day. We would 
like to remind you that social distancing rules still apply, and we therefore urge you to avoid social 
gatherings or close proximity to those outside your immediate family when delivering Mishloach Manot 
or having your Purim Seudah. Mishloach Manot only requires that you send two food items to 
one person. This year, because many people are concerned about receiving food from outside their 
home, it is worth considering reducing the amount of Misholach Manot one distributes. Please consider 
reallocating extra Mishloach Manot resources to Matanot Laevyonim. 
  



Matanot L'evyonim requires that we give money to at least two people in need so they can celebrate 
Purim. By appointing your rabbi to distribute the money on Purim you can accomplish this Mitzvah. You 
can give the money to your rabbi for Matanot L'evyonim even before Purim. This can also be done 
online on each of our shuls' websites. 
  
With thanks to our Los Angeles rabbinic colleagues and the Orthodox Union whose letters we modeled 
these words on.  
 
May the restrictions necessitated by this terrible pandemic not deny or defeat our efforts to generate 
warmth, lightness, and joy. Wishing you and your family special Adar joy.  
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