
SCCA Road Rally Board 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 

 
The RRB met via Zoom.  Chairman Jim Crittenden call the meeting to order at 7:30 pm CDT 
 
Attendees: Jim Crittenden, Mike Bennet, Peter Schneider, Clyde Heckler, Wendy Harrison, Mike 
Thompson (NEC),  Jim Wakemen  (NEC), Brian Harmer (National Office), Larry Scholnick 
(SoPac DRRS),  Robert Ricker (SE DRRS), John Poulos (SW DRRS), Jeanne English 
(Secretary) 
 
Approval of minutes – September minutes not submitted yet for approval 
 
Road Rally Media – RR Planning Calendar last published 9/20/2020; thank you, Jeanne 
 
Brian Harmer staff report – nothing to report 
 Peter asked about updating RFOs – Brian has been busy, he is working on it. 
 No other questions for Brian. 
 
NEC – Mike Thompson and Jim Wakemen 

1. Proposal to cancel 2020 Course Series and include the USRRC Course Rally in the 
2021 championship.  (Clarification that “cancel” means no awards/points will be given for 
2020 Course Championship.)  Discussion:  RRRs define season running Jan-Dec.  Due 
to extraordinary circumstances this year, the RRB feels this change for 2020/2021 is 
warranted.  Having the USRRC rallies included in a championship is desirable.  This 
proposal was accepted by the RRB. 

2. Recommendation to suspend work on the abridged RRRs.  After much discussion, we 
are not sure the goal (make it easier for new National Competitors) is worth the effort 
since there are not that many new competitors.  Two documents would need to be 
maintained for the future.  If the need arises, it might be better to just indicate in the 
current rules which sections a novice should pay attention to.  We are out of time to 
implement this for 2021.  Sent back to the NEC to make recommendation at next 
month’s RRB meeting to either suspend or terminate the effort. 

3. NEC has started working on the 2021 schedule. 
 

Old Business 
1. Training Videos – Wendy reported that the effort has become part of the new training 

material that will be offered through the new LMS learning software.  Instead of a long 
video, we will include video clips in the training module to enhance the learning 
experience.  We have identified the situations needed to be portrayed in the videos and 
will be soliciting videos from the rally community.  (Working on an article for the Road 
Rally eNews.) 

2. Task List – Peter reported that 1 item was able to be closed because Central FL is 
having their first SCCA event in a long time.  It Is a GTA/Charity rally.  Bob R reported 
that a group in Naples is having their first rally on 12/06/2020.  Peter will close this task 
as well.  John P will send updates to Peter for the SW division rallies – he has been 
contacting all interested parties and is part way through the list.  There were two new 
items added to the bottom of the task list. 

3. Larry mentored San Diego so they could have a road rally.  The Rallymaster had no 
prior experience.  Larry and Jeanne pre-checked the rally.  There were in excess of 50 
cars.  The organizer had a mailing list of 2500.  They used the Richta app, MSReg, 



Speed Waiver, and had a webinar for beginners, all done ahead of time.  Scoring from 
the Richta app was live-streamed and recorded. 

4. Peter is requesting some changes to the operational manual – there seems to be old 
language about classes and car rules that refer to RallyX rather than Road Rally. 

 
New Business 

1. Proposal # 4 concerning NRIs being cancelled was passed to NEC last month for 
recommendation.  Mike Thompson submitted proposed wording and after a few edits, 
the following was proposed. 
 
25 A) Route Instructions 
1) Types of Instructions  
a)  These RRRs describe primarily NRIs. The use of other types of route instructions 
(lettered, note, special, etc.) must be described in the event’s GIs. However, all 
conventions of this Article, Section A apply to these other types of route instructions, with 
the exception of Sections A.1.b, A.2.b, A.5.f, and A.6.a.  
b)  NRIs will be listed in ascending numerical order and they are to be completed in that 
numerical order, except as modified by Section A.1.d (cancellation) and Section A.6.a 
(overlap) of this Article.  
c) An NRI (lettered, etc.) may consist of multiple route instructions, each of which will 
contain one or more actions within itself.  
d) If the committee intends to cancel NRIs, this must be clearly stated in the event’s GIs 
and state how they can be cancelled. 
Motion to accept the proposal as amended; passed unanimously. 

 2   Rule change proposals 5, 6, and 7 from last month were accepted.  Proposals 1, 2, 3,  
      and 8 were not accepted.  Proposal 4 was accepted as modified above. 
3 Jim proposed and Mike seconded accepting the chart (RRRs Appendix A) that Peter did 

summarizing the various rally types.  Passed unanimously.  There is a little bit of 
language clean-up to be done before it can be published, which Jim C will do. 

4 Motion to accept the proposal from Peter defining Best New National Rally; passed 
unanimously  
In order to encourage new National rallies this award is presented in recognition of the 
best new National rally on the National calendar, in each of the three categories (Tour, 
Course or GTA). A new National rally is defined as a RoadRally which fits into one of the 
four definitions as determined by the NEC during the event sanction process 1) utilizing 
a new concept or technology 2) presented by a Region that has never organized a 
National rally 3) presented by a Region that has not organized a National rally in the last 
twenty (20) years 4) presented by a new National rally committee in which no senior 
members (i.e. Chair or Rallymaster) have organized a National rally in the past. These 
awards may not be presented each year.  In the event that there is more than one new 
National rally presented within the year, final section for this award will be determined by 
the NEC. 

5 Adding award for the best New Regional Rally Program; added ‘two or more’ and 
deleted last sentence of proposal; passed unanimously 
This award is presented in recognition of a Region’s development of a new 
RoadRally/Trek program as demonstrated by organizing events for two consecutive 
years, or 2 or more events in one year and establishing an independent program by 
having a Licensed RoadRally Safety Steward within the Region’s membership. The 
recipient is selected by the RRB based on recommendations of any SCCA or RRB 
member. Presentation of the award is made at the Annual SCCA National Convention. 



6 Modify the language for the Ridges Award so that an individual can only receive the 
award once.  The original proposal was to modify some of the other language, but we 
were worried it would change the spirit of the award.  All of the original language was left 
as is but added language that an individual may only receive the award once.  Passed 
unanimously.   

7 Larry is interested in a RRB position, Jim C will put out an email soliciting more 
candidates, discussion at the November meeting. 

8 Jim C set a deadline for the Ridges award nominations, we will discuss at the November 
meeting. 

9 Jim Wakemen thanked the RRB for arranging to give John Sears the Lifetime 
Achievement award.  He commented that John was a special person, even though he 
sometimes annoyed people; he never had any malice toward anyone; a tip of the hat to 
him.  Karl Broberg was able to get the certificate framed and present it to John in the 
hospital on September 29.  Karl said that John was very pleased to get it and 
understood fully what it was.  He died the next day.  The certificate said:  SCCA, 
Certificate of Lifetime Achievement presented to John J. Sears for your contributions to 
the sport of RoadRally; it was signed by Michael Cobb, SCCA President. 

10 Clyde will work on the Rules and Documents page of the website for the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:27 pm CDT 
Next meeting via Zoom, November 12, 2020 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne English, secretary 
 
September/October RRB Task List Updates for the October RRB Meeting Minutes 

Safety Steward Program -  Modernize/On-line training - LMS Training (Just In Time Training Software - 
RRSS Training/Testing) (Task 201722) - Sept  15 Peter Schneider, Mike Bennett and Wendy Harrison 
meet to discuss the sample LMS recorded presentation that was shred with Peter S by Chris Robbins, to 
discuss possible path forward. It was agreed that a zoom call would be scheduled with Chris R on Friday 
Sept 18th during which it was agreed to combine the automated RRSS Test and recertification project 
with the updated RRSS Video Training. Using the "Just in Time" process that test will be broken up into 5 
or 6 chapters of 10-15 minutes each, using the format outlined by Chris Robbins 

Updated RRSS Video (Task 201804) - Sept 15 Peter Schneider, Mike Bennett and Wendy Harrison meet 
to discuss the sample LMS recorded presentation that was shred with Peter S by Chris Robbins, to 
discuss possible path forward. It was agreed that a zoom call would be scheduled with Chris R on Friday 
Sept 18th during which it was agreed to combine the automated RRSS Test and recertification project 
with the updated RRSS Video Training. Using the "Just in Time" process that test will be broken up into 5 
or 6 chapters of 10-15 minutes each, using the format outlined by Chris Robbins. It was also agreed that 
Peter S. would write a article for RReNews to ask the Rally Community to submit Videos Clips that can be 
used in the Training.   

Regional Development - New York Region (Task 201811) - . Sept 13 NYR included the NNJR Second 
Hand Roads rally announcement in their Regional Membership email Blast, 10% of the team competing 
on the NNJR event came from NYR membership. 

Add SCCA Mission statement to RRRs (Task 201824) - Sept 22 Rich Bireta suppled what he feels was 
the Mission Statement discussed in 2018 - "The mission of the Road Rally Board is to grow the sport of 
road rallying at the Regional level while preserving and administering the National RoadRally 
Championship program." 



Regional Development - Central Florida Region (Task 201827) - Sept 20.  The Central Florida Region 
has agreed to conduct a GTA event on October 24th Ray K will be the rallymaster and Bob Ricker will be 
the Safety Steward.  The event is scheduled for October 24th.   The event flyer was send to RReNEWs 
and Peter Schneider wrote a short 'success' story about the process of getting the event approved for 
RReNews 

Regional Development - Cincinnati Region (Task 201903) Sept 23 per an email from Wendy H -  Suzy 
Hardesty in August and she emailed back that she would take it to the next board meeting to see if there 
was interest. I thought I had heard from her after that, but don't see the email, I'll reach out to her again 
next week when I get back from vacation 

Regional Development - Central Lousiana (Task 201906-25) – The RE got back to John Poulos on 
October 6. No Rally activity in the Region and no significant interest expressed, though Mike himself 
would be interested. Will explore further as far as potential opportunities and local advocate, but until 
something substantive is detected. This Item can be closed. 
 
Regional Development - Houston and other Regions in SOWDiv not covered by other items (Task 
201906-26) - October 6, 2020 - John sent a survey to all SOWDiv Regional Executives, covering 
current/recent Rally activity, potential interest in Rally development, etc. Will summarize results and report 
back to RRB once have a fairly complete picture across the Division. 

Updated definition for Best New Regional Program (Task 201927) - Sept 22 Peter Schneider and Mike 
Bennett met to review Mike B. suggested changes that he mentioned at the August RRB Meeting to the 
draft revised definition. Once finalized a revised proposal will be forward to the RRB for review for the 
October RRB Meeting. October 8 - RRB approved the suggested changes discussed at the October RRB 
5-0. This item can be closed. 

Social Rallies - Redefine definition / allowed number of events (Task 202003) - Sept 22 - In order to write 
a short article for RReNews, Peter S. sent a note to R Myers about getting an updated version of the 
SCCA Membership Comparison Chart, that included changes associated with Social and Charity 
exception to the $10. Weekend Membership fee for an article Peter was writing for RReNews, to remind 
the Rally Community about summiting the Weekend/Trial Form. Rick Myers wrote about expressing 
concern about the effectiveness of the waiver. Peter S. has put the article on hold and asked for time to 
speak with Rick M. about his email.   

Rally Master in Florida (Task 202017) - October 8 - Peter S will send a follow-up note to Robin about the 
two new events scheduled in Florida in the 4th quarter. October 9 - Per email from Robin DeMattia,  she 
is working with Bob Ricker to put on the December 6th event referenced in Task 202042.  This item can 
be closed. 

2021 RRR Change Proposal - Updated Definition of the R Ridges Award to reflect current practices (Task 
202019) - Sept 22 Peter Schneider and Mike Bennett met to review Mike B. suggested changes that he 
mentioned at the August RRB Meeting to the draft revised definition. Once finalized a revised proposal 
will be forward to the RRB for review for the October RRB Meeting. October 8 - During the RRB Meeting 
the suggested changes were rejected and it was agreed that it should state that this award shale only be 
award to an individual once.  This Item Can be closed. 

2021 RRR Change Proposal - Change Article 25A2b definition of when to execute the next NRI. Also 
known as " Exception to cancel NRIs at controls" (Task 202023) - . October 8 - Mike Thompson supplied 
suggested changes to Section 25.A Route Instructions outlining methods to cancel NRIs for RRB 
approval. RRB reviewed the NEC modified wording, Wendy H. suggested a simple modification to the 
NEC suggestion for clarification. The RRB approved the suggested changes 5-0.  This item can be closed 

2021 RRR Change Proposal - rearrange the RRR to place NCR in a single section, to simplify the RRR 
for non-NCR competitors (Task 202024) - October 8, Per the NEC Meeting on October 7, the NEC 



recommends that the work on the revised RRR be tabled to enable more clarity in the project, October 8 - 
During the RRB meeting Wendy H. suggested that a simple user guide to the RRR might be better idea 
vs an abridged version that Bruce is suggesting.  Jim C. requested that the NEC take this back into 
committee and come back to the RRB in one month with a final recommendation.  Per Jim C. the RRB 
fails to see the value in this task. 

2021 RRR Change Proposal - Update the definition of the "Best New National Rally Award" (Task 
202026) - Sept 22 Peter Schneider and Mike Bennett met to review any suggested changes that Mike 
may have the draft revised definition. Once finalized a revised proposal will be forward to the RRB for 
review for the October RRB Meeting after Peter S. obtains NEC approval of the changes. October 8 - 
RRB approved the suggested changes discussed at the October RRB 5-0. This Item can be closed 

Update Article 1A to clarify the role of the RRB (Task 202038) - October 8 - Tabled to November 
 
Update Article 1A4 to clarify the role of the NEC (Task 202039) - October 8 - Tabled to November.   
Regional Development - Florida Region (Task 202041) - October 8 - Per Rob Ricker the event will be 
sanctioned and conducted on December 6, 2020. This Item can be closed. 

Minor changes and additions to the Rules and Document website page to provide a focus on documents 
concerning Regional Events. This includes adjustment to Appendix A in the RRR.  (Task 202042) - 
October 5 - Clyde Heckler and Peter Schneider created an expanded version of Appendix A of the RRR 
for review by the RRB. October 8 RRB Meeting the adjusted Appendix A was approved 5-0 

Suggested change to the RoadRally Board responsibilities included in the National SCCA Operation 
Manual. Which are obsolete, and moved to the RoadRally RallyCross Board definition, but never deleted 
from the RRB. (Task 202043) - The Road Rally Board is authorized to among other things - ii Make 
specification changes (competition adjustments) – this includes weight and air/fuel management. . iii. 
Classify cars.  October 8 - The RRB approved Peter Schneider to contact the BOD requesting that these 
two lines be removed. 

Regional Development - Central Carolinas Region (Task 202044) - August 13, 2020 - During the August 
RRB Meeting Heyward Wagner spoke to the RRB about putting out an announcement to the General 
Membership about RoadRalling in a Social Distance environment.  During that call Heyward stated that 
he would even be interested in having a rally in his region.  I reached to Heyward and provide him with 
two name of experienced ralliest that I know from New Jersey that have relocated to his Region. Sept 17 - 
after reaching out to Heyward in August, I received a return email Heyward expressing interest in working 
with the two individuals that I wrote about (Marc Lees / Tom Young), but he was traveling to Topeka.   

Regional Development - Alaska Region (Task 202045) - Sept 2020 - Alaska Region SCCA posted a note 
on Facebook about the possibility of putting on a Richta TSD Rally in the Region in order to re-establish a 
rally program. Sept 22 - Terrance Pearson reached out to Peter Schneider for assistance. Peter S spoke 
to Rich B, and they agreed that Peter would assist the Alaska Region with writing a sample rallye and 
Rich would address and Richta App question by attending a Zoom session with the Region on October 
17th.  Peter S. sent Terrance a sample rally and calculations, and Ricta Validation Report from the NNJR 
SCCA Second Hand Roads Rally and later sent to the same information and two sample TSD legs from 
the ALCAN which uses roads in Palmer, Alaska to Paul Oelrich who reached out to Peter S. stating that 
he downloaded the Rallymaster App. 

Jim C. asked the NEC to determine if the NCR Series should be canceled for 2020, since there is only 
one Divisional on the schedule due to COVID-19 (Task 20246) - Per the October 7 NEC meeting the NEC 
is the NEC recommends that the RRB cancels the 2020 Course Rally Championship. The NEC further 
recommends that the DCR to be held during the 2020 USRRC be counted towards the 2021 Course Rally 
Championship. October 8 - RRB approved 5-0. This Item can be closed 


