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Promoting Your Road Rally —  
 
First in the Series: Why YOU must use MotorsportReg! 
This is my first column for the new Promoting Your Road Rally. Many of you know that I am 
a fangirl of MotorsportReg (MSR), so let's get that out the way first with some history on how 
that came to be. I began with My Auto Events in 2003. I moved to DLB Racing in 2006 as it 
was a more modern means – in data entry and the final look. In the winter of 2007, I made a 
move to MotorsportReg, a new upstart for online registration. Yes, I am one who enjoys 
being on the bleeding edge of technology, and I am confident that most of road rally events 
were not following suit for online registration seventeen-plus years ago! 
 
I have chosen to start this Series talking about why you must use MSR, as many of us are just 
beginning our seasons of rally. I strive to debunk the false statements I hear about MSR, 
some as recent as the 2020 SCCA Convention in Las Vegas when heard. There are two 
leading falsehoods expressed: they steal our money, and they don't care about road rally 
programs. Those are both untrue statements, and over the next three months we'll be 
covering the use of MSR. This month, I'll address a list of the benefits of using MSR — that 
"Why YOU must use MotorsportReg!" Next month will cover the how about using MSR: 
setting up an event, samples of registrations, reporting options, and event day use. The last in 
the Series will be conversations with users — both new and old, as well as other wrap-up 
matters! 
 
RReNews had hoped to run this series last year, yet the purchase of MSR by Hagerty, once 
known only for its insurance of collector vehicles, delayed us as we wanted to give them time 
to make the changeover. I can report that they have not sought to alter my beloved MSR I 
had come to know, yet they have given the MSR Team the resources to make it enhance 
features and build out new ones.   
 
Let's get started, shall we? You have a date for your road rally. You know you'll have the 
regulars, yet who amongst us doesn't want to reach former rallyists, those usual suspects, and 
those elusive folk we all know are out there just waiting to be found — new road rally 
enthusiasts!  
 
 
The Benefits of MotorsportReg for YOUR Rally Program — Let's Talk Money! 
Some of you have already written this article off with a "Must? Who does she think she is? I 
am not going to use MSR!"  
 
Are you aware that there are three account types available? 
  
1) Calendar Account (this is a MUST do part as a minimum): This allows you to post up your event 
at no cost to you! You will have a listing that provides the following: name, date, place, 
contact, and a description of 512 characters. You want to remember this when we get to the 
promotion section! 
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2) Standard Account: This allows you, again, at no cost to you to post up the information about 
your event, and it adds the ability for you to have event registration! You will not have the 
ability to accept online payments, send an email blast, or purchase the text-message option. 
 
3) Premium Account: Fangirl says this is where you want to be. Yup! This account is the one 
that allows you to take online payments and so much more. You can choose to have funds 
deposited daily, weekly, or monthly with an email advising you of the deposit.  
 
Mythbusters #1— They take our money!! Well, we have two means to have your events 
promoted that cost you nothing, and one of them allows for online registration! It is true, 
there is a 5.5% fee associated with MSR use, yet should you utilize any credit card payment 
system, there are fees; please, let's be fair about this! The current MSR credit card transaction 
fee is 3.0%+$0.30. That leaves them with a 2.5% base fee for their services. I do want to 
mention that some marque clubs have usage agreements with MSR, and you may be eligible 
to receive a discount off the base fee. 
 

For those "numbers people" out there: 15 cars with a $30 entry fee is $450 to 
be collected. At 5.5% paid to MSR (should every entrant pay online via credit 
card), you will have $18.00 for credit card fees and $11.25 to MSR (for 
promoting your event, as well as maintaining and enhancing their registration 
system) retained from your deposit. 

 
For those of us who have worked Registration, we know how hectic it can be: collecting the 
mail for registration entries, arriving the morning of an event and trying to answer questions, 
hand out forms, collect funds and have enough change, listen to teams saying they sent their 
registration and money (deciding if you let them run after filling out another form and hope 
the money comes in?), asking for the Emergency Notification information to be filled in, 
answering questions, getting waivers signed and more! Yes! I know that was a long sentence, 
yet I wanted you to feel exhausted as a Registrar sometimes does! 
 
Post-event the workload begins with readying a deposit for the bank and possibly getting a 
breakdown to the Treasurer, data entry of all the registration forms into our database to reach 
entrants via email or snail-mail in the future — to thank them for coming to our rally, send 
standings, and to advise them of upcoming events! And we hope that we can read their 
handwriting! At this point, what is the value of a volunteer? For $11.25, using MSR, much of 
this work would be done, and you just need to send out that thank you to your competitors 'n 
workers and then forward the MSR Financial Report to the Treasurer! 
  
Click here to view a chart of the full benefits of each of the above MSR accounts: 
https://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/public.signup 
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The Benefits of MotorsportReg for YOUR Rally Program — Let's Talk Promotion 
Ease of use. Customizable for one-day or multi-day event options. Humans who offer 
excellent customer service and can guide you over any rough spots. Next month we'll cover 
layout options, yet did you know that MSR can place road rally registration templates into 
your account? These make it easier to use, and you will just need to amend the event 
information specific to your road rally! I don't want to get into the building of online 
registration this month, as I still need to share the benefits of WHY you must use MSR! 
 
Here goes, this is my list! I did not study the MSR website to do this. Not all of these indeed 
hold for the Calendar Account. Yet as a Rallymaster, I encouraged you to consider the 
Standard or Premium. These are the most beneficial highlights as I use the MSR platform: 
 
 
MSR will promote your road rally without any effort from you to a new pool of 
motorsport enthusiasts — not just the usual suspects!  

MSR sends out a listing, on the first of each month, to everyone within 300-miles of the 
starting location zip code. That means that all motorsport enthusiasts in that mailing are 
going to know about your event! Yes, MSR users must opt-in for these mailings, yet you will 
reach potential rallyists not otherwise known to you. With the addition of Hagerty to MSR, 
your event information will also be seen by vintage and collector car owners who are in the 
Hagerty system as well! 
 
 
The promotion of my event is made more accessible, and I get to control the details. 

While your club website is an appropriate place for rally information, it is not always easy 
to get your road rally information posted up timely. When setting up my event on MSR, I can 
make a unique URL for the rally to place in emails, on posters, and post on social media sites 
such as Facebook and Twitter. It directs folks to the MSR site for information about the 
event. Some Regions make use of QR codes that can be generated from the site too. These 
are the small squares of "jibberish" that a smart-device can read and take the user directly to 
your page; printed mailings and posters are the best use for QR codes.  
 
 
You will have a unique URL for all of your Road Rally events on MSR. You can post 
directly to social media and entrants can too. Reach entrants via an email blast 
directly from MSR. 

Should your club promote multiple sanctioned events (such as autocross, racing, 
rallycross), I encourage you to have a subaccount set up only for your road rally events. I 
know many SCCA Regions do this so their volunteers can amend only their sanctioned 
events. Here is a link to the SCCA Texas Region (https://texasregion.motorsportreg.com) 
and the SCCA Land 'o Lakes Region (https://landolakes.motorsportreg.com). Post up your 
events and meetings on MSR and use this tool on printed material and online sites as a one-
stop to learn of all your upcoming events. In the Premium Account, there is now a white 
page option, which allows you to customize this landing page to look like your page.  
 

You can share your event directly from MSR to Facebook, as can entrants and others 
viewing the rally listing. An advantage to sharing from MSR is that information is the master 
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for your event, and should you need to make a change on any entry details, and it will amend 
the information to those shared pages as well.  
  

As teams register, I can send out an email-blast directly from MSR to all competitors of 
that particular rally or an email blast that reaches all who have run my events previously and 
invite them to join us for this one.  
 

A new Text Blaster package is available as an add-on cost of $49 for 3000 texts, with an 
option to go up to 9000 for $99. With so many teams having at least one smart device, I can 
see where it would be useful to reach out to teams prior, during, and post-event.  
 
 

Allows a competitor to register and make that commitment to attend my rally. Various 
payment options available and all this aids planning and promotion for Rallymasters! 
It is a once and done — no stamps and envelopes to find, no check to write, no scrawling out details on a 
paper form (remember, you'll have to read that later and put it in your database for future contact), no worries 
that it arrives before they get to the event. They can make payment as it suits them! 

I can commit to attending an event, register in less than ten minutes, get a confirmation 
of payment, and be done. I like to travel, so I love that I just earned thirty airline miles too, 
ha!  

A competitor only enters this information once, and that is when they signup for their 
free MSR account: name, mailing, and email address, contact phone information, Emergency 
Contact information, and if known at the time —their vehicle information. Please, don't be 
one of the Rallymasters who ask for any of that information during the registration for your 
event on MSR; it is unnecessary work for the competitor, and it is very annoying too! Unless 
an entrant needs to amend that personal information above, the next event they attend is a 
breeze as they only need to click a few boxes for the rally they are entering and choose their 
payment option.  
 

For many years now, MSR allows a Rallymaster to take the payment via credit/debit card 
and offer a deferred payment. The value of this is two-fold. For entrants, when they know for 
sure they are going to run (yet funds are of concern), this option allows them to commit to 
the Rallymaster, knowing their funds are not going to be withdrawn until the date established. 
Many Rallymasters choose to set this a few days before the event or event day; that has a 
second value.  
 

As a Rallymaster, I can plan on attendance as teams registered early for my event vs. 
waiting until a few days prior or the morning. I can prepare with ample copies of route 
instructions and checkpoint slips. Using a GPS App for your event? Getting those early 
registration commitments allows you time to confirm they are up and running with the App 
and its registration requirements too. 
 

And by having teams register online before event day, I can use these numbers to 
promote my rally by announcing, "Twelve teams have registered for the Saint Patrick's Day 
Progressive Dinner Road Rally! Come join in the fun and help our hosts know how many to 
prepare for on rally day." Teams can click on the Entry List, posted to the right of your event 
page on MSR, and see who else has chosen to register too!  
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MSR has a secure means to offer a discount (amounts established by you, yet it could be 
$5 for early-registration as a registration incentive) that automatically drops off the form when 
that early-registration date passes; those that register after that date don't even see it as an 
option. There are also options for discount codes you can issue; I used this feature for teams 
whose trophy from the last rally was an entry in the next series rally! They registered online 
and entered the code at checkout, which gave them a zero cost.  
 
 
Oh! That argument of registering two members of a rally team?  
We will cover that in Part Two, yet let me assure you that having both a Navigator and a Driver register is 
quickly done by each going in and registering, or one member of the team can be responsible for registering both 
of you. Many Regions have this developed in their form: one member registers the car, and the second only goes 
in to select their class and position on the team. 

Now, I just heard one of you muttering about "why do both have to register"! This is an 
easy answer; I don't want you to tell me your rally partner's name, I want to know their 
information to reach them via phone or email for questions about their registration or to 
invite them to my next event, as well as have their Emergency Contact information before 
rally morning.  
 
 
As a Rallymaster, I have no data entry for my events 

Once I have set up my event in MSR, I am done. Sure, I may have to go in and make a 
cash/check payment should a team choose not to pay online. I have gone into a entrants 
account to amend contact or vehicle information for them. I can generate a list of the 
Emergency Contact information to have at the event, print out an entry list for my workers, 
generate a list of paid/unpaid entry fees, and send out that email-blast without having to use 
my email program and the hassle of updating emails each time. By the way, you can export 
reports and contact information for use in a spreadsheet program, should you find a need for 
such.  
 

Just approved by K&K Insurance is a new SpeedWaiver process, which allows for e-
waivers done during registration. I don't know the release date for our rally programs.  
 

Do the SCCA Weekend Memberships (WM) concern you? MSR can process them on 
your behalf for your entrants to the National Office. Nope! I don't know the process for 
handling the recently added Trial Memberships, yet there is a system in place for WMs, and I 
expect this to be amended with recent announcements. There is also a means for an entrant 
to purchase a Weekend Membership directly off the scca.com website, which would lessen 
your paperwork event morning.  
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Event Morning Ease and Event WrapUp — Gadget Gal Strikes Again 
I get it. We are not all geeks who have smart-devices be they phone, tablet, or laptop. 

Although, if you do, MSR allows you to easily handle morning registration check-in on your 
device vs. reams of paper and notices scribbled in the margins! You can even add entrants, 
check them in, accept payments, and more. We have had rallyists arrive event day who use 
their phones to register, and it automatically updates as it is web-based. For some of you, this 
may sound like too much "modern gizmo crap," yet the times are changing, and we may need 
to adapt to survive. Hey, I still like paper, and I confess to printing a copy of the e-List and a 
copy of entrants for event mornings.  
 

Greg Lester, SCCA NEOhio Region, is the best example of this: sending a thank you for 
coming to his event with a copy of the standings and maybe a map of the route, all done 
within 24-hours of his rally. MSR can help with these tasks, as you already have every email. 
You can send out an email-blast directly to those who entered the event vs. building this in 
your email program. They give you a bounce report so you can clean up improper addresses 
should it be necessary too.   
 
 
As a Rallymaster, I can easily set up my next event 

Many of us have boilerplate information about our events. We may have a new starting or 
ending location, sponsor information perhaps, or event-specific details to amend, yet for the 
most part, the classes, entry fees, requirements for tech, and the bulk of the description stay 
the same.  
 

MSR has just released its new form builder, and it places all of the data in one convenient 
form to amend. You simply clone an event and go in to make the appropriate name, details, 
and date changes. And with the ability to have a few rally templates available to start from, it 
becomes even easier to get started with MSR.  
 

You have the ability to set-up events and have them show on the MSR calendar, yet have 
a later opening date set for registrations. This is helpful as it gets the word out to motorsport 
enthusiasts vs. waiting until you have that last detail that is keeping you from opening 
registration.  
 
In closing, I want you to know that I am not a paid spokesman for MSR.  
I have used MSR for thirteen years, and it has not let me down once. There are many 
enhancements from when I first started, and I expect many more in the coming years. I do 
want to give a shout-out for the MSR Team who are there to offer guidance as you set-up 
your account or get bogged down setting up your events. 
 
You have all of these benefits above, without having to build and maintain such a versatile 
registration system yourself. I hope you can see why I started by saying you MUST use 
MotorsportReg! 


