
After Hours Small Group
Uncommon Ground

“I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you received from God. Conduct yourselves 
with all humility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, and make an effort to 

preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you together.” 
-Ephesians 4:1-3 (CEB)

Description
From the Publisher: “Bestselling author Timothy Keller and legal scholar John Inazu bring 
together a thrilling range of artists, thinkers, and leaders to provide a guide to faithful living in a 
pluralistic, fractured world.” In this small group we will consider how Christians can interact with 
those whose beliefs may radically differ from their own in such a way that shows respect and 
remains faithful to Christian understandings of the gospel. Along the way, we will discuss how 
our own experiences with God and others have shaped the way we understand what it means 
to live out the gospel in every day life.

Meeting Details
We will meet on Mondays from 8:30-9:30pm via ZOOM meeting. Pastor Justin will send a link to 
participants.

Reading Material
Uncommon Ground: Living Faithfully in a World of Difference, by Timothy Keller & John Inazu. 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2020.

Schedule

Week Date Chapters Questions to Consider

Week 1 6/1 Introduction & The Theologian When have other people’s different 
views or beliefs affected or shaped 
how you think and see the world? 
How do your political convictions 
align with your religious 
convictions? Is it important that 
they align? Why or why not? 

Week 2 6/8 The Pastor & The Adventurer When have you experienced a 
difference between your faith and 
society’s views? 
Whose stories have helped shape 
who you are? 
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Additional Information

A trailer to the book can be found here.

Contributors to the book include:

• Claude Alexander (senior pastor for The Park Church in Charlotte, North Carolina)
• Rudy Carrasco (program officer at the Murdock Trust and past board member of the 

Christian Community Development Association)
• Sara Groves (singer and songwriter)
• Shirley Hoogstra (president of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities)
• Kristen Deede Johnson (professor of theology at Western Theological Seminary)

Week 3 6/15 The Entrepreneur & The Writer How is ministry similar to 
entrepreneurship? 
When is a time you experienced or 
read about the disparity between 
an actual event and the way it was 
represented to others? Why do you 
think such disparities occur? 

Week 4 6/22 The Songwriter & The Storyteller Which convictions do you have that 
feel out-of-step with cultural 
norms? 
How can understanding different 
worldviews help build authentic 
relationships? 

Week 5 6/29 The Translator & The Bridge Builder Does being a Christian require 
translation? To what audience are 
Christians translating? To what 
audiences are Christians not 
translating—but should be? 
Who in your life has been an 
example of bridge building? 

Week 6 7/6 The Caregiver & The Reconciler How do you think it would feel to 
live in “a world that is not for you”? 
Have you ever felt this way?
When have you had the role of 
reconciler? What challenges did 
you face in seeking to resolve 
differences and restore harmony? 

Week 7 7/13 The Peacemaker & Conclusion When have you been called to 
peacemaking? Which parts of it 
were challenging? Which parts of it 
were easier? 
How would you describe “the 
common good” of our society? 
What issues and problems do we 
all need to work together to solve? 
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https://vimeo.com/392046352
https://theparkministries.org/index.php/who-we-are/team
https://murdocktrust.org/welcome-rudy-carrasco-to-the-murdock-trust/
https://www.saragroves.com/
https://www.cccu.org/shirleyhoogstra/
https://kristenjohnson.org/


• Warren Kinghorn (professor of psychiatry and theology at Duke)
• Lecrae (Grammy award winning hip-hop recording artist, songwriter, record producer, and 

actor)
• Tom Lin (president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship)
• Trillia Newbell (author and Director of Community Outreach for the Ethics and Religious 

Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention)
• Tish Harrison Warren (Anglican priest and author of Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 

Practices in Everyday Life, the 2017 Christianity Today Book of the Year).
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https://spiritualityandhealth.duke.edu/index.php/warren-kinghorn-m-d-th-d
https://www.lecrae.com/bio
https://intervarsity.org/about-us/leadership/tom-lin
http://www.trillianewbell.com/meet-trillia/
http://www.tishharrisonwarren.com/about

