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 ואמר...אמר ריש לקיש משום רבי יהודה נשיאה אין העולם מתקיים אלא בשביל הבל תינוקות של בית רבן
ריש לקיש משום ר"י נשיאה אין מבטלין תינוקות של בית רבן אפי' לבנין בית המקדש
()מסכת שבת דף קיט

The Gemara in Meseches Shabbos 119b teaches that the world endures only because of the Torah
learning of schoolchildren. So precious is their education that we do not suspend their study
even to help build the Beis Hamikdash.
Both  חז”לand modern models of Torah education agree that our students learn best when in
school. Our children’s academic studies and personal growth best excel when nurtured by social
and personal interactions with peers and teachers. We yearn for the return of our students’
smiles, energy and learning, and to once again hear their voices enlivening our halls, classrooms
and batei midrash. With Hashem’s help, we will soon experience that safely and responsibly.
The next few months will be an exercise in vigilance, flexibility, creativity and patience. We will
be asked to do extraordinary things to achieve our goals. Our individual decisions and actions
will impact those around us. Our attitudes, energy and words will spread quickly through our
homes, families and communities, and determine the degree of our success.
Let us come together, as we have so many times, to keep our communities safe and return our
children to yeshiva.

School for all grades and divisions will
begin in person on August 31, 2020

Principals will share specific scheduling information for
staff development days and student orientations.
Prior to the start of school, there will be online meetings
for all faculty, parents and students to review new
guidelines and address questions. Information about
these meetings will be emailed by your school principal.
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ונשמרתם מאד לנפשתיכם
()דברים פרק ד טו

Safeguarding your health and safety is our number one priority.
This document is informed by careful review of the current medical
literature and guidelines published by the CDC, American Academy of
Pediatrics, New Jersey Department of Health, New Jersey Department
of Education, and collective input of our Rav, medical advisors,
rabbonim, administrators, faculty, students and lay leaders. In addition,
we are grateful for the work of the New Jersey Yeshiva Day School Joint
Medical Advisory Committee and their school reopening guidelines.
We cannot predict or account for every scenario that may arise during
the year, but by working together, we hope to reduce transmission of
Covid-19 to a level that enables us to keep in-school learning going as
long as possible. The nature of our understanding and the situation
surrounding Covid-19 changes rapidly and therefore these guidelines
will remain fluid and adjust to reflect new realities.

RISK
R
ISK R
REDUCTION
EDUCTION
There is no single solution for fighting Covid-19.
An effective approach to risk reduction must be multi-tiered and balance
physical health with the social, emotional and psychological well-being of
students and staff. Our path involves multiple layers, none of which stands
alone, but which, together, form a barrier against spread and transmission.
These layers include:
Health Screening
Face Covering
Cohorts/Pods
Physical Distancing
Physical Barriers
Hand Hygiene
Disinfection
There is some evidence that young children may not be major vectors for
Covid-19 infection. However, students live with parents and grandparents,
and visit adult relatives. There are also hundreds of adults in school every
day, some of whom are older or have other risk factors for serious Covid-19
illness. Keeping these groups safe must be a priority. We also need to
protect our immunocompromised students as well as our middle and high
school students, who are not spared by this virus to the same degree as
younger, healthy children.
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HEALTH
SCREENING
H
EALTH S
CREENING
Although we take pride in being an open and welcoming school community,
general access to our buildings will now be limited to students, faculty and
essential personnel. All others will have to pre-schedule their visit,
opportunities for which will be limited.
Prior to entering campus, everyone will have to complete a daily screening
survey. This will be done online through a digital app or text message. For
students, parents complete the survey. Faculty and staff complete their
survey daily as well. Permitted visitors to campus will be required to fill out
a survey prior to entry. Specific information regarding the survey and app
will be emailed to parents separately.
Students, faculty, staff and permitted visitors will undergo temperature
screening before each time (re)entering buildings. Individuals with a
temperature of 100.4 F or greater will not be permitted to enter. Students
arriving in carpool will return home immediately, others will be isolated until
a parent is able to pick up the student from school within 1-2 hours.

SICK
S
ICK P
POLICY
OLICY
We are individually obligation to preserve our health and not endanger the
health of others. Those who are sick should contact their health care
provider and not return to school until medically cleared to do so.
Parents must remain vigilant and immediately report to the school
symptoms or instances of Covid-19 illness in their household.
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TRAVEL
T
RAVEL T
TO/FROM
O/FROM H
HIGH
IGH R
RISK
ISK A
AREAS:
REAS:
Per government guidelines, no one who has traveled to or from designated
High Risk Areas may enter school until at least 14 days have passed since
travel. Quarantining while in the designated High Risk Area does not negate
the requirement to quarantine upon returning home. Please do not host or
mingle with family or friends visiting from designated High Risk Areas in the
14 days before school starts or anytime thereafter.

PRESENTING
P
RESENTING W
WITH
ITH S
SYMPTOMS:
YMPTOMS:
Individuals presenting with symptoms of Covid-19 as defined by the CDC,
whether in school or at home, must report these symptoms to the school
nurse. Those presenting symptoms may not return to school until medically
cleared to do so. Parents must inform the school immediately if anyone in
their household presents with symptoms or tests positive for Covid-19.
Individuals presenting with symptoms of Covid-19 while in school will isolate
until a parent is able to pick up the student from school within 1-2 hours.
Close household contacts (siblings, children, or other people living in the
same household) of symptomatic students or staff will leave school as well.
Symptomatic individuals may not ride the bus or carpool home that day.
They should see a doctor immediately and not return to school until
medically cleared to do so.
Individuals who were symptomatic will be permitted to return to school as
soon as it is medically safe to do so per a defined rubric established by the
CDC, local health authorities, and the Joint Medical Advisory Committee.
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EXPOSURE
E
XPOSURE T
TO
O C
COVID-19:
OVID-19:
Individuals who were exposed to Covid-19, or to someone who is suspected
to have Covid-19, or is symptomatic should report it to the school nurse
immediately. The precise response for those exposed to Covid-19, including
those in school-based cohorts/pods will depend on the timing, nature,
duration and proximity of exposure, and will be determined pursuant to
medical and state guidelines. In cases of limited exposure, individuals might
be permitted to continue in school. In other instances, the individual or the
entire cohort/pod may require testing, observation and quarantine. Our
approach will follow the defined rubric established by the CDC, local health
authorities, and the Joint Medical Advisory Committee.

CONTACT
C
ONTACT T
TRACING:
RACING:
In the event of a Covid-19 positive case, contact tracing will be very
important to reducing risk of further spread and transmission.
Parents, students and staff must waive privacy restrictions to allow contact
tracing and sharing of Covid-19-related information among government and
school personnel.
Assigned seating is required, and faculty must maintain a current and
updated desk map for each each period to support rapid contact tracing.
This is particularly important when contained cohorts are larger due to
ability-based classes as in Middle and High School.
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HYBRID
H
YBRID C
CLASSROOMS
LASSROOMS A
AND
ND E
EDUCATION
DUCATION
We are committed to providing an enriching educational experience for all
students, including those who may be home due to illness or quarantine
restrictions. To support this, every classroom is being equipped with
technology to enable students at home to participate in classroom learning.
New computers for faculty operation are being installed in each classroom.
Cameras, microphones and personal voice amplifiers will be provided to
faculty to ensure that students at home can participate in lessons.
Classroom technology will also facilitate continued classroom instruction in
the event that a faculty member is required to work remotely.
Our educational teams are engaging in additional professional development
and coaching during the summer to acquire new skills and master the art of
hybrid and distance education.
We recognize that nothing can replace being in school with teachers, peers
and friends, but these additional access points will help those who cannot be
present stay current and included in their classwork and activities.

Our educational teams are planning, preparing
and training for multiple contingencies
designed to deliver an excellent educational
experience under varied circumstances.
Should we face a circumstance where we are
forced to return to completely distance based
learning, we are prepared to provide a high
degree of educational continuity, services and
support to students and families.
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MODIFICATIONS
M
ODIFICATIONS T
TO
O B
BRURIAH
RURIAH
IIN-SCHOOL
N-SCHOOL S
SCHEDULE
CHEDULE

We are committed to ensuring every student has the most complete
school experience possible in a safe and healthy environment.
Accounting for class sizes, available building space, physical distancing
guidelines, and to enhance overall student health and experience, Bruriah
High School will begin the year with a modified in-school schedule.
Following a model being utilized around the country, three grades would
be present in school each day while one grade would learn from home via
distance learning. Grades would rotate, with each grade 9-12 learning
from home one day a week plus one Friday each month on a rotational
basis. On days when a grade is in school, classes would follow a normal
schedule and be taught by the class’ regular faculty. On days when a
grade is learning from home, online classes would follow a normal inschool schedule and be taught by the class’ regular faculty.
This modification would not affect Bruriah Middle School students who
would all still be in the building 5 days a week. Details of this model and
its application will be further communicated by Bruriah's principal.
This modified in-school schedule is currently planned to be in place until
Succos by which time it will be reassessed.
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FACE
F
ACE C
COVERINGS
OVERINGS
 מעלים עליו כאילו קיים עולם מלא,כל המקיים נפש אחת
(ה:)סנהדרין פרק ד

Whoever saves one life, it is as if he saved the entire world
Face masks are the single most effective known means of limiting the spread
of Covid-19 in social environments. Wearing a mask protects you and can
save someone else’s life.

Everyone in School Must Wear a Mask
Per the Governor's directive, all staff, students and approved visitors are
required to wear a mask while traveling to and from school on a bus or
carpool, on campus and in our buildings.

Masking Guidelines Include:
Masks should be worn properly, covering both mouth and nose
Adults will model proper mask wearing for students
Masks may not be shared
Cloth or other reusable masks should be cleaned daily
Students should be sent to school with spare masks in case their mask
gets lost, wet, or damaged
Masks with exhalation valves will not be allowed
Face shields alone are not sufficient and do not replace masks
There will be no medical exemptions to the masking policy
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Everyone in school is required to wear a mask at all times.
Early Childhood Students will wear masks and maintain distance to the
extent possible.
Early Childhood faculty and staff will, when appropriate, maintain double
layers of protection (mask + face shield or barrier or distance) due to their
close proximity with students and each other.
When eating, students in all grades may temporarily remove masks while
seated and in a physically distant manner.
Chavrusa, labs or other close, small group learning will utilize an
additional layer of protection where possible (mask + distance or face
shield or barriers).
We will monitor the length of these sessions to further reduce risk.
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Faculty and staff must wear a mask at all times. Faculty may add a face
shield for an additional layer of protection if they wish. Faculty may
temporarily remove masks when eating while seated in a physically distant
manner. Additional faculty spaces will be designated in the buildings for this.

Faculty who teach multiple classes or cohorts need to be extra vigilant about
maintaining distance and are strongly encouraged to institute a double
safeguard (mask + distance or face shield or barrier).
Faculty and staff with comorbidities or at high risk for severe Covid-19 illness
should consult their healthcare provider about the proper mask and
secondary precautions to be taken.
Individuals should follow the guidelines of the CDC, local health authorities
and their primary healthcare provider when choosing a face covering. Per
the CDC, cloth face masks should have at least two layers, surgical masks
provide greater protection, and N95 masks provide even more.
Per the CDC, masks should not be worn by children under the age of 2 or
anyone who has trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or
otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.
There are no exceptions to our masking policy and individuals who fall into
exempt categories should contact the school to discuss the matter.
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COHORTS/PODS
C
OHORTS/PODS
Maintaining cohorts/pods further helps reduce spread and the number of
individuals who have to quarantine in the event of a positive case of Covid19. We will seek to cohort students wherever possible. Where cohorts are
not practical, we will endeavor to achieve a double safeguard (i.e. a
combination of mask + distancing or barrier or face shield) where practical.
Early Childhood and Elementary School students will have their own
classrooms and not mix with other cohorts without additional safeguards.
Middle School, where interest and ability-based class composition begins in
certain classes, cohorts will expand to include individuals from other
sections and grades.
High School, where interest and ability-based class composition is the norm,
cohorts will expand to include individuals from other sections and grades.

To the extent possible, students will limit their circulation in the building to
areas designated for their division and grade.
Cohorts will, out of necessity mix on buses and carpools to and from school.
In these instances, in order to further reduce the risk of transmission, masks
must be worn by everyone on a bus or in a carpool at all times. When on a
bus, those boarding first should sit furthest back with passengers filling in
seats from the back to front. Passengers should maintain physical distance
as best as possible and family members should sit together.
Inter-School Activities, are currently on hold and we are working with other
area schools to create safe and healthy opportunities for inter-school
interaction and competition.
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PHYSICAL
P
HYSICAL D
DISTANCING
ISTANCING
To further reduce risk of transmission, physical distancing will be practiced
to the extent possible throughout the school day.
Schedules, classrooms, cubby and locker assignments are all being designed
to reduce traffic in the hallways and allow for maximum practical distancing
outside of cohorts. Hallways and stairwells will be marked, creating one-way
lanes. The number of individuals permitted in any room, including restrooms
will be limited and delineated.
Exceptions to physical distancing guidelines will be made for our youngest
students during play time and certain in-classroom experiences. Additional
layers of protection are suggested for staff at that time (mask + distance or
partition or face shield). Modifications will also be made for chavrusa, labs or
other close, small group learning as noted above.
Given the more defined cohort measures in Elementary School, faculty may
make additional modifications when proximity is necessary for the emotional
and developmental well-being of the child.
Faculty and staff will also maintain physical distance among themselves.
Additional spaces within the buildings for faculty breaks will be designated.
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HAND
H
AND H
HYGIENE
YGIENE
Proper hygiene practices are critical to helping reduce spread of
transmission.
Frequent handwashing is one of the simplest ways to reduce spread of
Covid-19 and other illnesses.
Hands should be washed with warm water and soap regularly, before and
after eating, after using the restroom, and/or coming from gym or recess.
Hand sanitizer stations will be available throughout our buildings.
Students and staff should use hand sanitizer whenever they:
Enter the building
Enter or leave a room
Transition between spaces or groups
Eat or drink (breakfast, lunch, dinner, snack)
Touch a shared surface or use shared equipment
Touch their eyes, nose or mouth
Exit the bus or car and enter the school building and vice versa
To further reduce risk of transmission, we will seek to limit the use of shared
surfaces and equipment wherever possible and disinfect items between uses.
Students will be reminded to use hand sanitizer before and after using
shared equipment.
There will be no sharing tefillin, siddurim or chumashim.
We will discuss and model proper hygiene practices throughout the year.
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DISINFECTION
D
ISINFECTION
Although surface spread is the least likely cause of Covid-19 transmission, we
will increase cleaning and disinfecting throughout our buildings.
We have expanded the size and capacity of our maintenance and cleaning
staff to support increased cleaning and disinfecting. We will regularly
disinfect high-touch surfaces including door knobs, light switches, crash
bars, handrails and more. Restrooms will be cleaned every two hours.
Disinfecting best practices will be used for shared surfaces and faculty and
students will be reminded to use hand sanitizer before and after using shared
equipment to further reduce risk of transmission.
Every night, our buildings will be fully disinfected and sanitized. Rooms
where a Covid-19 positive student or staff member was located will be
completely aired out and then thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.
In addition to typical cleaning and disinfecting, our nightly cleaning will
include use of an Electric ULV Fogger Machine with disinfectant to clean and
sanitize buildings each night. These machines are used in hospitals,
healthcare facilities, and nursing homes to disinfect surfaces and maintain
healthy environments.
We will open windows whenever possible to increase fresh air circulation
and upgrade and replace air filters in our HVAC units frequently and
wherever possible. We are undertaking the repair and replacement of
several units to upgrade their capacity and safety.
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SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
S
OCIAL-EMOTIONAL S
SUPPORT
UPPORT
AND
A
ND D
DEVELOPMENT
EVELOPMENT

The social-emotional development of our students is of central importance
to their academic success and their growth as individuals. The American
Academy of Pediatrics and other leading experts have stressed the need for
our students to maintain healthy social connections and receive the
emotional support they require during this period of uncertainty.
Our schools are privileged to have multiple behavioral health specialists,
supporting social workers and trained faculty who support the socialemotional development of our students and families. Their work has
continued through the summer and with their leadership, we will provide
even greater guidance resources to our students to nurture them through
the challenges presented during this difficult time.
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O
OPERATIONAL
PERATIONAL IITEMS
TEMS
Arrival and Dismissal procedures are necessary to ensure that everyone can
arrive and depart school safely
Individuals arriving to campus must wear a mask
Individuals entering buildings must complete a daily health survey
All individuals entering buildings must complete a temperature scan
Those with temperature of 100.4 F or greater will be denied entry
Scans will be administered at two entrances in each building
Additional personnel will facilitate expedited screening
Elmora campus carpools will remain in their cars until scanned
Other arrivals will maintain physical distance and expedite scanning
Individuals should maintain distance and reduce crowding at entrances
and hallways to the extent possible
Upon Arrival
Early Childhood students will be escorted to their classrooms
Students in Grades 1-4 and 5G should go directly to their classrooms
5B, JEC Middle and High School students should go directly to minyan
Depending on the time, Bruriah Middle and High School students may
go to their lockers and classrooms before going to davening
When picking up a sick child
Parents should only pick up their own child or close contact
Parents should call the school office when they arrive
Children will be escorted to the door
Parents should remain masked at all times
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Busing procedures are necessary to reduce the risk of transmission and the
need to quarantine in the event of a Covid-19 positive case. On Buses:
Masks are required at all times
Passengers should maintain physical distance to the extent possible
No eating or drinking is permitted
Family members should sit together whenever feasible
Windows should be open whenever practical
Carpool families can help protect themselves and others by following
important guidelines:
No one who has traveled to a Designated High Risk Area, or who is sick,
or who is exhibiting symptoms, or who has been exposed to a Covid-19
positive case should be in carpool until it is medically safe to do so
Where possible, limit the number of families/cohorts in a carpool
When a carpool contains more than 1 family or household unit
Everyone in the car older than 2 years old should wear a mask
Car windows should be open and/or set the Climate Control to bring
in outside air instead of recirculating the air within the car
Please do not allow non-carpool members (except for siblings of
students) to ride in the car with the carpool
Notify the school immediately in the event of a Covid-19 positive person
in a carpool and provide a list of everyone in the car with that person
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Eating Meals, Snacks and Drinking are an important part of the day and
proper procedures can help keep staff and students healthy.
Meals and snacks should be eaten while seated and in a physically distant
manner and/or behind a partition in designated spaces
Meals and snacks should be individual and not shared
School provided meals will be individually wrapped and portioned
School provided meals will be distributed in designated areas
Outdoor space for eating will be provided where practical

Events and Programming, to the extent possible, will be limited to student
cohorts and organized in a manner that reduces risk. Back to school nights,
conferences, parent events and other programming will be held remotely
wherever practical.

ROAD TO RETURN

22

IIMMUNIZATION
MMUNIZATION A
AND
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ECORD P
POLICY
OLICY

As the combination of a Covid-19 infection with another childhood disease
could present significant danger to students and those in their immediate
surroundings, compliance with school immunization policy is more
important than ever.
All students must have current, completed health forms, including
emergency contacts and contact information for their pediatrician prior to
the start of school.
To maintain the health and wellbeing of our students, we require all students
entering any grade to be fully immunized in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey and the schedule recommended by the CDC. Included
among this is the annual influenza immunization which must be obtained by
all students by November 1 with documentation provided to the school
nurse. Per the psak of our Mora D’Asra and Dean, Rav Elazar M. Teitz,
religious exemptions to this policy are not accepted. Medical exemptions
must be made by a board-certified pediatrician who has physically examined
the individual and will be referred to a medical panel appointed by the Jewish
Educational Center. Should a vaccine for the Covid-19 virus be developed,
approved for minors and recommended by the CDC, we will further require
all students to obtain that immunization in order to attend school in-person.
***
Additional information and details regarding the policies and procedures
contained in this document will be provided by your principal.
Please be sure to read them prior to the beginning of school.
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