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Dear (NAME), 

I’m writing to request approval to attend the Basic Economic Development Course (BEDC) 2025, taking place from November 4th through November 6th in St. Petersburg, Florida. In its 49th year, the USF Basic Economic Development Course is part of the required curriculum to qualify for the International Economic Development Council’s (IEDC) Certified Economic Developer (CEcD) exam.

The conference offers a blend of keynotes, breakout sessions, networking opportunities, and workshops that will positively impact our organization. Attending this conference will provide me with valuable insights and strategies that align with our goals. Here are some compelling reasons for me to attend: 

Comprehensive Learning: The conference will explore several topics that are exceedingly relevant and impactful to our company:

· Economic Development, Marketing, and Attraction
· Ethics and Economic Development
· Economic Development Finance
· Real Estate Development and Reuse
· Entrepreneurial and Small Business Strategies


· Workforce Development
· Neighborhood Development Strategies
· Business Retention and Expansion
· Managing Economic Development Organizations
· Economic Development Strategic Planning		


Networking Opportunities: I’ll be able to engage with industry leaders, peers, and potential partners to exchange ideas and explore new opportunities for collaboration.
Expert Speakers: The conference will allow me to learn from a diverse faculty composed of Florida’s leading economic development practitioners delivering an excellent blend of theory and practice.
Hands-On Learning: I’ll get to participate in interactive workshops and panels that address current challenges and emerging trends in economic development.
The Only Accredited Program in Florida: It’s Florida’s only BEDC accredited by the IEDC and is only offered once a year. Class size is limited, so early registration is recommended. 

Registration covers access to meals, all course materials, sponsored networking events, and digital access to USF Corporate Training and Professional Education’s Learning Management System. You can find more information about the BEDC here: Basic Economic Development Course. I am also available to discuss any questions you may have about the event.  

Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to your positive response. 

Best regards, 
(Your Name) 
(Your Job Title) 
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