UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

:’ Centenary

July 5, 2020 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer
and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.)

The Prelude Sirabhorn (Diversity) Pat Metheny
©1976, Pat Meth Music Corp.
The Greeting
The Hymn No. 384 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling BEECHER
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 3. Come, Almighty to deliver,
joy of heaven, to earth come down; let us all thy life receive;
fix in us thy humble dwelling; suddenly return and never,
all thy faithful mercies crown! nevermore thy temples leave.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Thee we would be always blessing,
pure, unbounded love thou art; serve thee as thy hosts above,
visit us with thy salvation; pray and praise thee without ceasing,
enter every trembling heart. glory in thy perfect love.
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 4. Finish, then, thy new creation;
into every troubled breast! pure and spotless let us be.
Let us all in thee inherit; Let us see thy great salvation
let us find that second rest. perfectly restored in thee;
Take away our bent to sinning; changed from glory into glory,
Alpha and Omega be; till in heaven we take our place,
end of faith, as its beginning, till we cast our crowns before thee,
set our hearts at liberty. lost in wonder, love, and praise.
The Opening Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
All: O God, like an oasis in the desert,
worship satisfies our sin-besieged souls.
Today, help us find the good in this life
by delighting in your presence,
even in the smallest details of our every-day lives.
Help us find the hope you offer us in Jesus Christ,
who offers rest and refreshment to us
when we feel weary and weak.
Open our eyes to see your presence in our world,
even when your light seems to shine dimly. Amen.



The Gospel Lesson

The Hymn No. 643

1. When love is found
and hope comes home,
sing and be glad
that two are one.
When love explodes
and fills the sky,
praise God, and share
our Maker's joy.

2. When love has flowered
in trust and care,
build both each day,
that love may dare
to reach beyond
home's warmth and light,
to serve and strive
for truth and right.

3. When love is tried
as loved ones change,
hold still to hope
though all seems strange,
till ease returns
and love grows wise
through listening ears
and opened eyes.

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

When Love Is Found THE GIFT OF LOVE

4. When love is torn
and trust betrayed,
pray strength to love
till torments fade,
till lovers keep
no score of wrong,
but hear through pain
love's Easter song.

5. Praise God for love,
praise God for life,
in age or youth,
in husband, wife.
Lift up your hearts,
let love be fed
through death and life
in broken bread.

Words © 1983 Hope Publishing Co. Tune ©1972 Hope Publishing Co.
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-731785. All rights reserved.

The Old Testament Lesson

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.
The Sermon Finding God on Match.com? Dr. Matthew D. Bates
The Offertory Prayer
The Offertory Solo Come unto Me George Frederic Handel

arr. Stanley M. Baker from Messiah

Anne O’Byrne, soprano

Come unto Him, all ye that labor,

come unto Him, ye that are heavy laden,
and He will give you rest.

Take His yoke upon you, and learn of Him,
for He is meek and lowly of heart,

and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Matthew 11:28-29
© Stanley M. Baker



The Prayers of the People

The Silent Prayer
The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer No. 895

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Hymn No. 529 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3. "When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4. "When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5. “The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

The Benediction

The Postlude My Tribute Andrae Crouch



We thank these persons who participated in worship this morning.

Senior Pastor: Rev. Matthew D. Bates

Minister to Young Adults:  Rev. Drew Willson

Pianist: Lee Covington

Vocal Soloist: Anne O’Byrne

Video: Rachel Bates, Dan Corcoran
Scripture

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

16<But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and
calling to one another,

17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

¥ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '° the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

Jesus Thanks His Father

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 2° yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28<Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 3* For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

3480 he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. *> The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has
become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves,
camels and donkeys. 3® And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old;
and he has given him all that he has. >’ My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 3® but you shall go to
my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’



42T came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you
will only make successful the way I am going! ** T am standing here by the spring of water; let
the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water
from your jar to drink,” **and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels
also”—Ilet her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

4> «“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar
on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’
46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your
camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 4’ Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are
you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the
ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. *® Then I bowed my head and worshiped the
LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way
to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. # Now then, if you will deal loyally
and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or
to the left.”

58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.”
39 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his
men. % And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,

“May you, our sister, become
thousands of myriads;

may your offspring gain possession
of the gates of their foes.”

! Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the
servant took Rebekah, and went his way.

%2Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. ¢ Isaac went out in the
evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. ®* And Rebekah looked up,
and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, % and said to the servant, “Who is
the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she
took her veil and covered herself. ® And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.

7 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his
wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.



