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To:  Virginia Reconciling Congregations and Communities 

Re:  Invitation to gather on Saturday, July 20, 10 a.m.-3p.m. at Centenary UMC, Richmond, VA 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing to explore the possibility of a gathering of the Reconciling Congregations and 

Communities in the Virginia Annual Conference on Saturday, July 20.    I’ve had the opportunity 

to have some conversations with several other leaders in Reconciling Congregations and believe 

that in light of where we are as a denomination, it would be helpful for us to gather.  We are 

unique in that most of us are members of congregations or groups that have gone through an 

intentional process of discernment that has helped us clarify our identity and stance around 

matters of LGBTQ+ inclusion.   

I think we could be of great support to one another not only as our denomination is still 

discerning its way forward, but also as our congregations, and we ourselves as clergy and laity, 

corporately and individually seek to discern God’s call. 

We would be very pleased to host a gathering like this here at Centenary in Richmond, hoping 

that this central location might work for those coming from various areas in the Conference.   

Here at Centenary, our Reconciling Task Force has identified several goals we are pursuing as a 

congregation.  One of our main goals is to connect with other like-minded people and 

movements, and certainly establishing connections with congregations and individuals in our 

Conference who are part of the Reconciling Ministries Network is one of our priorities and 

hopes.   

I know there is no perfect date, but have been in touch with Helen Ryde, who is the Southeastern 

Regional Organizer for the Reconciling Ministries Network.  She can be a great resource to us, I 

believe.  After talking with Helen and several others, I invite all of you who are available, as well 

as any in your congregation or group, to join us here at Centenary in Richmond on Saturday, July 

20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. for a time of fellowship and conversation.  I’m suggesting we help one 

another with the question, “What is the Role of Reconciling Congregations and groups in 

Virginia and in our denomination at this time in the life of our denomination?”   

http://www.centumc.org/


If this seems like something worth pursuing, perhaps we could brainstorm about how we could 

best resource and encourage one another when we meet.  Some specific topics I know that would 

be helpful to me and my congregation would be: 

• Updates on UMC Next and Our Movement Forward (Helen Ryde and Mark Elder, and 

others perhaps,  can give us some first-hand impressions) 

• Developing inclusive marriage policies 

• Sharing where we as individuals and congregations are in light of a possible division, 

e.g., stay and resist, look to be part of something new if that forms, exit? 

• How seriously, if at all, have any congregations studied the exit plan? 

• Are there ways we could act collaboratively or in concert and stay connected going 

forward? 

• What spiritual and theological resources are people finding helpful that we might share 

with each other? 

I’d love to hear from you and see if this is something you think would be worth doing and if you 

and/or your congregation or group would be able to participate.  I’d also appreciate hearing about 

what we might do in our time together that would be meaningful and helpful to you. 

Once we settle on some of these things, we can publicize more widely in our Reconciling 

Congregations and Communities. 

Please feel free to email me at mbates3@verizon.net, or  call or text me at 804-971-7563. 

 

Peace, 

 

Matt Bates 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

Richmond, VA 
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