
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 4, 2021                   Easter Sunday 

(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer  
and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.) 

 
The Prelude         Very Early           Bill Evans 

Copyright © 1965 Folkways Music Publishers.  All rights reserved. 
 
The Welcome 
 
The Opening Prayer 

 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with  you. 
Leader:  Let us pray.   
All:   O God of all our days, 
 we come this morning  
  with eager anticipation. 
 We seek to know you,  
  to see you, to touch you. 
 Open our hearts, 
  that we might experience you anew. 
 Open our lives, 
  that we may be faithful witnesses 
  to your resurrection. 
 May we, with shouts of joy, 
  proclaim your steadfast, liberating love 
  to all people, everywhere. Amen. 
 

The Opening Hymn No. 302  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today   EASTER HYMN 
 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
 Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
 Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
 Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 

2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
 Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
 Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
 Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
 Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
 Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 



 

 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
 Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
 Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
 Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 

The Scripture Lesson Mark 16:1-8 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Homily                                          Finishing the Story                           Dr. Matthew D. Bates 
  
The Invitation 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  
    who earnestly repent of their sin 
    and seek to live in peace with one another.  
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

  
The Confession and Pardon (in unison) 

Merciful God,  
     we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have failed to be an obedient church.  
We have not done your will,  
     we have broken your law,  
     we have rebelled against your love,  
     we have not loved our neighbors,  
     and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Free us for joyful obedience,  
     through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

  

      All pray in silence.  
        Leader:    Hear the good news: 
                        Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  
                        that proves God’s love towards us.  
  

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
        People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
        All: Glory to God. Amen. 
  
The Offertory Prayer 
 
The Offertory Anthem   Christ, Our Passover           Will MacFarlane 

 
 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, 
 Not with old leav’n, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; 
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more: 
 death hath no more dominion over Him. 
 For in that He died, He died unto sin once: 
 but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 
 likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin: 
 but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 

 

 Christ is risen from the dead: 
 and become the first fruits of them that slept. 
 For since by man came death: 
 by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
 For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 World without end.  Amen. 

 

Text from 1 Corinthians and Romans 
 
 The Great Thanksgiving            
        Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
        People:   And also with you.  
        Pastor:    Lift up your hearts,  
        People:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
        Pastor:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
        People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God’s acts of salvation, and 
concludes: 
 

         And so, 
            with your people on earth 
            and with all the company of heaven 
            we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. The 
pastor concludes: 



 

 

  

      And so,  
      in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
      we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
          as a holy and living sacrifice,  
          in union with Christ’s offering for us,  
      as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
  

 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding: 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  

  
The Lord’s Prayer No. 895 
 

         Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.  
        Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
         Give us this day our daily bread.  
         And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
         And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
          For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen. 

 
The Giving and Receiving of Communion 
  
The Hymn No. 304     Easter People, Raise Your Voices           REGENT SQUARE 
 

1. Easter people, raise your voices,  
 sounds of heaven in earth should ring. 
 Christ has brought us heaven’s choices;  
 heavenly music, let it ring. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing. 
 
2. Fear of death can no more stop us  
 from our pressing here below. 
 For our Lord empowers us  
 to triumph over every foe. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go. 



 

 

 
3. Every day to us is Easter,  
 with its resurrection song. 
 When in trouble move the faster  
 to our God who rights the wrong. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs. 

 

Words © 1979 The United Methodist Publishing House 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved. 

 
The Benediction 
 
The Postlude                        Rondeau       Jean Joseph Mouret 

 

Copyright © 1974 by Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

We thank these persons who helped us in worship this morning. 
 

   Senior Pastor:   Rev. Matthew D. Bates 
   Minister to Young Adults: Rev. Drew Willson 
   Director of Music:  Stanley M. Baker 
   Pianist:   Lee Covington 
   Singers:   Emily Downey, Regan Sprenkle 
       Todd Minnich, Sam Cook 
   A/V Team:   Dan Corcoran, Chris Junker 

 
Scripture 
Mark 16:1-8 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 
alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 
he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible 
copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ  

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


