WELLNESS DAY 
AT THE 
SENIOR RESOURCE CENTER
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026 AT 12:30
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GIVEN BY DON MACGOWAN

Attending a presentation on The Seeing Eye® dog foundation offers significant benefits, ranging from educational insights into specialized training to fostering community engagement and disability awareness. Attendees typically learn about the rigorous process of breeding, raising, and training guide dogs, while also learning essential etiquette for interacting with these working teams. 
Here are some key benefits of attending such a presentation:
· Learning Proper Etiquette and Safety: Attendees learn how to behave around guide dogs, such as not distracting them, not feeding them, and asking permission before petting. It also educates pet owners on how to keep their own dogs safe around working guide dog teams.
· Promoting Disability Awareness and Inclusion: The presentations showcase the capabilities of people who are blind, promoting a better understanding of diversity, inclusion, and the independence that guide dogs provide.
· Learning About Volunteering Opportunities: Attendees can learn how to become puppy raisers, a program where volunteers nurture and socialize puppies from 7-8 weeks until they are about 13-16 months old.
· Experiencing Live Demonstrations: Often featuring a guide dog and its handler, these presentations offer a firsthand look at the incredible partnership between the human and the dog. 
· TO REGISTER FOR THIS WORKSHOP PLEASE EMAIL LISA AT PROGRAMDIRECTOR@SRCNJ.ORG .  
· A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED.
(Please turn over for more information)
The Seeing Eye is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to enhance the independence, dignity, and self-confidence of people who are blind and visually impaired through the use of Seeing Eye dogs.
The Seeing Eye breeds and raises puppies to become Seeing Eye dogs, trains the dogs to guide blind people, and instructs blind people in the proper use, handling, and care of the dogs.  It also conducts and supports research on canine health and development.
It is The Seeing Eye’s intent to be recognized for sustained excellence and continuous improvement as the best guide dog school to attend and to support as a donor, volunteer, puppy raiser, or employee.

Don MacGowan is a volunteer at The Seeing Eye, working in the Development and Donor & Public Relations side of the organization.  He schedules and coordinates outreach visits to hundreds of organizations reaching thousands of people each year.  And he coordinates the Pennies for Puppies/Dollars for Dogs program which raises over $100,000 for the organization each year.  Don and his wife Diane live in Denville, NJ.  In his working life Don spent forty-plus years in Information Technology in the insurance industry.  He is now pleased to be able to give some of his time to The Seeing Eye and to other worthy organizations.

Don and other outreach volunteers are pleased to visit organizations and groups of all kinds to tell The Seeing Eye’s story from several perspectives:
· He talks about the causes of blindness that can occur at different stages of people’s lives and explains how they get around in their daily lives.
· He discusses the breeds of dogs The Seeing Eye works with and explains what makes them particularly suited to the work they do.
· He talks about The Seeing Eye’s training program, which begins in the Breeding Station (in Chester, NJ), continues with puppy raising, where each puppy lives with a family for 14-15 months while they are growing up, and is followed by four months of formal training at The Seeing Eye’s campus in Morris Township.
· He tells about the all-important matching process that precedes people who are blind coming to The Seeing Eye to receive and learn to work with their guide dogs. 
     
Questions and answers are always an important part of a visit.  We know people are curious about what they see in and around Morristown as trainers work with dogs to teach them the skills they need to work successfully with a blind person.  We are happy to discuss all this in as much detail as people would like to hear. 
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