
RESTORE Project to Improve Water Quality 
 

Water quality is a concern across Mississippi’s coastal counties and was 
highlighted as a priority restoration objective by coastal stakeholders. 

Common threats and stressors to Mississippi coastal waters include urban 
development, failing wastewater and sewer infrastructure, and 

sedimentation which impact ecological function and decrease water quality 
moving into the Mississippi Sound. Water quality entering the Sound can be 

improved with projects that upgrade, repair, and replace wastewater 
infrastructure at its source.  

 
For these reasons, MDEQ is implementing the Water Quality Improvement 

Program funded under the Direct and Oil Spill Impact Components, or 
“Bucket 1 and Bucket 3,” of the RESTORE Act. The program is included in 

the state’s Multiyear Implementation Plan and State Expenditure plan with a 

total of $60 million of grant funds approved and awarded by the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury and the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration 

Council to MDEQ.   
 

To increase efficiency, and as part of MDEQ’s goal to integrate all restoration 
funding streams where possible, the program leverages the Coastal Stream 

and Habitat Initiative project and the Outfalls Challenge, funded by the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund. Both 

of these projects provided planning and technical support to implementable 
actions for water quality improvement. Furthermore, the Strategic Stream 

Restoration project, funded though Bucket 1, may be leveraged where 
stream restoration activities can be paired with upstream stormwater and 

wastewater system improvements.  
 

Investing in water quality improvement provides multiple ecological and 

community benefits, including water quality improvements, habitat 
restoration and enhancement, improved stormwater management, and 

enhanced outdoor recreation areas for residents and tourists. Restoration 
actions associated with the Water Quality Improvement Program will include 

source tracking to identify the sources of contamination, system 
improvements to mitigate urban runoff, discharge, and overflow issues, as 

well as monitoring and modeling activities to give the State a better 
understanding of water quality dynamics in the Mississippi Sound and 

surrounding coastal waters. Source tracking activities are underway to 
identify and document sources of water quality impairments and MDEQ plans 

to implement several projects for specific water quality improvements in 
2019.  

 



MDEQ and the residents of the Mississippi Gulf Coast recognize that 
improving water quality is a vital part of the restoration process. Through 

this project, and several others, real progress will be made to improve the 
natural resources of South Mississippi. 
 


