
Mississippi’s Scenic Community Certification Recognizes Communities     
 

Scenic Communities of Mississippi is a resource program to help community leaders develop and implement 

local Best Management Practices and other green projects.  Projects that will improve the quality of life and 

ensure local economic success by creating places people want to live, work, and play.  Mississippi communities 

are endowed with beautiful natural assets and this program provides resources and information to help leaders 

and citizens learn more about technical assistance, grants and agencies to help with projects that can create even 

better communities such as parks, trees, better water quality, aesthetics, and creating beautiful places. Many 

times a community’s natural assets help guide people’s choice on where they want to live, where companies 

want to locate, as well as places people want to visit and shop. All Mississippi communities can become a 

Scenic Community. 

 

The Mississippi Urban Forest Council, working with the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, has 

developed the fourth edition of a resource guide and a recognition program for any community wanting to learn 

more and that actively participates. It is a free program and available to all.   The program consist of three parts: 

a resource guide to provide information on all state, federal and nonprofit organizations that offer technical 

assistance, grants or other resources, part two consists of a recognition and awards program for cities 

participating in the program; and, part three provides for training and education for elected officials, developers 

and all others managing land and natural resources.  It is impossible for city leaders, planners and others in land 

management to know about all the resources that are available to them through so many agencies and 

organizations.  This project fills that gap with very helpful information and allows the community to actively 

participate in improving their towns.     

 

The resource guide has a new chapter focused on “Best Management Practices” and also lists even more links to 

develop model local policy to support clean water, storm preparedness, and creating great places to live.  The 

resource guide is also very helpful to landowners, land managers, and even professionals. Get a copy of the new 

resource guide at http://www.msurbanforest.com/programs/scenic-communities-of-mississippi/.   

 

To learn more about the Scenic Communities program, please visit the Mississippi Urban Forest Council at 

www.msurbanforest.com.       
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