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In May 2019, MDEQ’s Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program hit the $200 million mark in 

reimbursement from the Mississippi Groundwater Protection Trust Fund (Trust Fund) for the 

assessment and clean-up of petroleum contaminated UST sites in the state.  Since the inception of the 

Trust Fund law in 1988, MDEQ staff and Environmental Response Action Contractors (ERACs) have 

completed assessment and clean-up of soil and/or groundwater contamination at more than 1,000 

former or operating UST facilities throughout Mississippi.  The majority of these clean-ups have occurred 

at your local service stations and convenience stores in just about every county in the state. 

To some, this milestone may not seem impressive or a reason to celebrate, but to MDEQ it not only 

represents a tremendous achievement, it gives us an opportunity to reflect on where Mississippi has 

been, how the Trust Fund program has evolved, and the forethought and wisdom in the creation of the 

Trust Fund.  

Just in case you have not benefitted directly from the Trust Fund, we will give you some background 

information.  The Trust Fund reimburses tank owners of USTs for the assessment and cleanup of 

petroleum releases if the UST facility is in substantial compliance with UST regulations.  The 

reimbursement is set up to reimburse either the tank owner or their ERAC for MDEQ pre-approved 

eligible costs associated with determining the area of soil and/or groundwater contamination caused by 

a petroleum release, immediate action to prevent the further spread of the petroleum contamination, 

clean-up of the contaminated soil and/or groundwater, and third party claims if the petroleum 

contamination has impacted adjacent properties.   

The Trust Fund can reimburse up to $1.5 million in pre-approved eligible costs associated with the 

assessment and remediation of petroleum contamination and up to $1 million in third party damages.  

There is no deductible (out of pocket expense) for the tank owner if they are eligible to participate in the 

Trust Fund.  Our program is one of only five Trust Fund programs in the nation where all eligible tank 

owner do not have to pay a deductible (which ranges from state to state from $0 to $1 million per 

deductible).  

Many of these Trust Fund benefits are directly related to the good judgment and insight of the authors 

of the Trust Fund law.  Thirty-one years ago when they created the law which created the Trust Fund, it 

was shrewdly determined that (1) all assessment and cleanup activities with the anticipated costs had to 

be pre-approved by MDEQ, (2) the UST facility had to be in substantial compliance with the UST 

regulations, and (3) the environmental fee that funds the Trust Fund would only be imposed until the 

Trust Fund unobligated balance reaches $10 million and then re-instated when the unobligated balance 

falls below $6 million.  These three requirements are the primary reason the Mississippi Trust Fund has 

not faulted or failed like numerous other state UST Trust Fund. 

We have made many improvements to the UST program over the years to maintain the stability of the 

Trust Fund, and we know further enhancements will come.  With 231 sites currently participating in the 

Trust Fund today with another 350 sites currently in review or in the monitoring stage for potential 

inclusion in the Trust Fund program, there is definitely the continued need of the Trust Fund and much 



more work to be done.  However, at this fulfillment of $200 million in reimbursements for UST 

assessments and cleanups, we would like to acknowledge and thank our tank owners and operators, 

UST ERACs, UST Contractors, petroleum distributors, and all other contributors to the success of the 

Mississippi Groundwater Protection Trust Fund. 

   


