
   
 
 

Embracing the Gulf 

Spanning over 1,600 miles of shoreline, the Gulf of Mexico is the world’s ninth largest body of water and 

provides significant natural and economic resources to communities, states, the region, and the nation. 

The area’s 15.6 million acres of wetlands—including bays, estuaries, barrier islands, and mangrove 

swamps—represent half of the coastal wetlands in the entire United States.  In terms of economics, if 

the Gulf of Mexico region were a country, it would rank in the top 10 worldwide based on gross 

domestic product. Sugar-white sand beaches, recreational fishing, and rich cultural traditions such as 

Mardi Gras draw in visitors from around the world creating more than 2.6 million jobs in the tourism 

industry. The region also provides 40 percent of the nations’s total petroleum refining capacity and 33 

percent of its commercial seafood production. 

 

To highlight the value and the vitality of the Gulf of Mexico region, the Gulf of Mexico Alliance (Alliance) 

is implementing a Gulfwide awareness campaign called Embrace the Gulf (ETG) for the entire year of 

2020. The goal of the education and awareness campaign is to promote the sustainability, beauty, and 

productivity of the Gulf of Mexico. The Alliance is highlighting five focus areas that make the Gulf of 

Mexico a special place: resilient coastal communities, prosperous industries, superior educational 

opportunities, thriving tourism, and healthy ecosystems. In the year that represents an anniversary for a 

variety of negative events such as hurricanes and oil spills, the Alliance’s campaign hopes to encourage 

focus on all of the positive qualities of the region – a community who cares deeply about this treasured 

natural resource. MDEQ has provided leadership and support of the Alliance since 2004 and currently 

serves as a lead for the Alliance’s Water Resources Team. 

A key component of promoting the importance of the Gulf is informative messages shared across 

multiple social media platforms. Other campaign elements include state-specific education and cleanup 

events as well as a regional “Paddle the Gulf” ecotourism opportunity.  

 

Ways to support the Gulf of Mexico include purchasing Gulf seafood, exploring local, nature-based 

activities, or finding substitutes for single-use plastics. Join the Gulf of Mexico Alliance on Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram. Share the Gulf related messages, create hashtags, and post positive images.  Join 

the #EmbraceTheGulf movement and tell us what the Gulf means to you! 

 

 

http://www.gulfofmexicoalliance.org/
https://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/embrace/
https://www.facebook.com/GoMAlliance/
https://twitter.com/GoMAlliance
https://www.instagram.com/gulfofmexicoalliance/

