
EPA Announces Deletion of Davis Timber Company Site in 
Hattiesburg from Superfund National Priorities List 
 
On October 10, EPA announced that the agency has deleted the Davis 
Timber Company site in Hattiesburg from the Superfund’s National 
Priorities List (NPL).  The 30-acre Davis Timber Company site includes an 
area where the company operated a wood-preserving facility from 1972 to 
the late 1980s. EPA placed the site on the NPL in 2000 because of 
contaminated groundwater, soil and sediment resulting from facility 
operations.  
 
“Thirty years ago, MDEQ ordered the Davis Timber Company to cease 

operations due to improper operations at the facility.  The surrounding area 

had been exposed to numerous fish kills in the Country Club Estate Lake 

and the intentional drainage of pentachlorophenol-contaminated 

wastewater discharges into West Mineral Creek.  To reach the de-listing 

phase for this site is a monumental event.  This once contaminated 30-acre 

facility has been cleaned up and revitalized.  Portions of the Davis Timber 

Company are now home to a community-based animal shelter, the Hub 

City Humane Society animal shelter and the Fields of Barktopia Dog Park, 

and a restored habitat for pollinators.  There are also other opportunities for 

development.  We are proud of the success of this joint project between 

EPA and MDEQ,” said Gary Rikard, MDEQ Executive Director. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In May 2017, EPA launched the Superfund Task Force to provide 
recommendations for improving and expediting site cleanups and 
promoting redevelopment.  Site deletions have been a major focus of the 
Superfund Task Force. The Task Force reviewed existing policies and 
procedures related to deleting sites from the NPL and issued several 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-task-force


recommendations.  Nationally, EPA announced on October 10 that 22 sites 
had been deleted from the NPL.  
 
Another significant Task Force achievement in Fiscal Year 2018 was 
increasing the annual number of sites returned to communities for 
redevelopment. By redeveloping Superfund sites, communities are able to 
reuse thousands of acres of formerly contaminated land, often 
strengthening local economies. Many sites that EPA has designated as 
ready for reuse in previous years now host parks, business districts, 
renewable energy facilities, wildlife habitat, neighborhoods and farms.  
 
Some information courtesy of an EPA press release on October 10.   
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