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The Arc Maryland Selected to Continue Administering 
Partners in Policymaking® Program through 2021 

 

The Arc Maryland has been chosen by the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council 
to manage the Partners in Policymaking® program (Partners), a statewide initiative, 
to train individuals with developmental disabilities and families of people with 
developmental disabilities to become effective advocates for long-term change for 
another two years following the 2018-19 program. The Council will work closely with 
The Arc Maryland on planning and refinements for “Partners”, the most prominent 
advocacy leadership development program for individuals with disabilities and their 
families in Maryland. 
The Partners in Policymaking® program is offered in many states and some other 
countries. Created by the Minnesota DD Council in 1987, the program was developed 
to teach people with disabilities and parents of young children with disabilities to 
become agents of long-term change and become active partners with the 
policymakers whose decisions will shape their future. The Maryland program teaches 
best practices and competencies to train the next generation of leaders in the state.  
The Arc Maryland previously facilitated Partners with Council funding from the mid- 
90’s to the early 2000’s.  When the Council announced last year that the program 
would be returning to the state, The Arc Maryland jumped at the opportunity to once 
again with the Council and People on the Go of Maryland to provide the program.  The 
2018-19 Partners class of 29 people is on track to graduate in September, while the 
2019-20 Partners Class will be formed soon with applications for that class opening 
next week!   

Executive Director of The Arc Maryland Ande Kolp says, "The Arc Maryland is thrilled 
to continue our partnership with the Developmental Disabilities Council and People on 
the Go to provide this incredible advocacy leadership opportunity in Maryland.  We 
are already seeing so many positive effects of the current program in process, with 
Partners participants getting involved in local, state, and even federal advocacy and 
action!” 

Look for more information and announcements in upcoming week seeking participants 
(people with developmental disabilities and family members) for this unique, well-
regarded training series. For more information about Partners in Policymaking, read 
or listen to this terrific NPR story that talks about the program and its tremendous 
impact! 

The Arc Maryland is a leading statewide non-profit advocacy organization dedicated to the rights and 
quality of life of children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. For more 
information about The Arc Maryland and our work, please view our website at www.thearcmd.org, or 
contact us by phone (410) 571-9320. 
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